
Chairman’s Report 
 

This year has been another successful year. With fifty two members, we remain the 
largest club or society in the parish. Nineteen of our members live outside Buckland 
Brewer and include those in Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Our monthly 
meetings have been informative and entertaining and we have been fortunate to be 
able to draw upon our membership as speakers for some of these sessions. We 
have also had three interesting outings. 
 
Four newsletters have been produced. More newsletter material is always welcome. 
Despite no major additions to our website this year the annual visitor numbers remain 
at approximately 1500. We have noticed that each visitor is viewing fewer pages 
however and we will endeavour to provide more, to encourage browsers to linger. 
 
Our particular strength and ‘unique selling point’ is the active involvement of so many 
members and our links with other organisations and the community as a whole. We 
can rightly be proud of what we have achieved in this respect and we shall work to 
see that this aspect of our work is continued and enhanced. 
 
This year we have: 
• Manned a 1926 themed display at the Queen’s birthday celebrations in April 

and June. 
• Displayed at the Plant Sale 
• Taken a display to Holsworthy History Day. 
• Taken a display to Berry Castle Open Day. 

 
Our own completed and ongoing projects include: 
• The 2015 scrapbook, to mirror that created by the WI in 1965, is now 

complete, thanks to the hard work of many volunteers from the WI and 
beyond. Images of the two scrapbooks are being made available for sale on 
CD. 

• Work on the biographies of 83 Buckland servicemen of world war one 
continues and most of the men have now been claimed for investigation by 
members all over the world. These are gradually being uploaded to an 
unpublished part of our website, ready for viewing on 11 November 2018 and 
we hope that this will be just part of a series of events to commemorate the 
anniversary of the end of the first world war. 

• Oral history recordings are ongoing and are concentrating on aspects of the 
agricultural history of our parish. 

• The mapping project is progressing under the guidance of Tony Gist, to whom 
we are very grateful. This is now at the stage where Tony has to incorporate 
the data into a Geographical Information System. Details of this project were 
in the November newsletter. 

• The work on the agricultural history of the parish is progressing slowly but 
steadily. This year, this has included research on the impact of world war one 
and farming accidents, as well as an analysis of land use, ownership and 
occupancy using the tithe map. 

• The groundwork has been done in order to create a ‘Village Trail’, highlighting 
historical features. This now needs to be refined in order to create the finished 
product. 

 
The committee continue to be very active and I would like to thank them for their 
support.  

Janet Few November 2016 


