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access would be much more difficult for 
those local to Buckland Brewer and for 
visitors to North Devon. Plymouth and 
West Devon Record Office is not part of 
Devon Heritage Services and will not be 
effected by this proposal.  
 
What we need you ALL to do 
There is a Devon County Council Heritage 
Service Review open until 7th April at 
< < h t t p : / / n e w . d e v o n . g o v . u k /
heritagereview/the-proposal/>>. Please fill 
the top boxes in as you wish but under the 
‘submit’ button is an opportunity to 
comment. This is the place to express your 
concern and urge that the North Devon 
Record Office remains open in its current 
form and becomes part of the proposed 
South West Heritage Trust. You may not 
live in Devon but we need local access to 
these records so that we can continue to 
research the history of Buckland Brewer 
from a nearby record office. Exeter may 
look close on a map to those overseas but 
it is a two hour journey each way on an 
average day, to say nothing of petrol costs. 
 
Thank You. 

Latest NewsLatest NewsLatest NewsLatest News    
 

Record Office Proposal May Hamper 
Buckland Research 

 
This is very important as it could have 
serious implications for our research. 
Government cut-backs have prompted a 
proposed amalgamation of the archive 
services in Devon and Somerset. A meeting 
was held recently at Devon Heritage Centre 
(formerly Devon Record Office) to explain 
and discuss plans to create a joint heritage 
trust with Somerset. The plans have now 
secured the approval of both County 
Councils as representing the best way 
forward for the respective heritage services 
in these times of financial austerity. Staff 
and councillors from both counties were 
present to talk about the benefits this 
proposal offers. Copies of the presentations 
made at the awareness event are available 
on line as follows:- South West Heritage 
T r u s t  < < w w w . d e v o n . g o v . u k /
devon_heritage_centre_presentation_20-
01-14.pdf>> and for the Devon Perspective 
< < w w w . d e v o n . g o v . u k /
south_west_heritage_trust.pdf>>. 
 
Although the proposal to establish a joint 
trust seems a sound and indeed inevitable 
move, what is not clear is how this might 
impact on the Record Office in Barnstaple. 
Tim Wormleighton, Heritage Service 
Manager, has assured us that the service is 
safe for a year during which consultations 
will go ahead. Beyond that we may see a 
downgrading of the service or even closure. 
If the records were to be moved to Exeter 
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More Finds from the More Finds from the More Finds from the More Finds from the 
Metal DectectoristsMetal DectectoristsMetal DectectoristsMetal Dectectorists 

 
At our January Members’ Evening we 
were able to view some more of the 
finds that were unearthed in Buckland 
Brewer when the metal detectorists 
came to visit in September 2013. 

 
 ForthcomingForthcomingForthcomingForthcoming    EventsEventsEventsEvents    
 
Saturday 1 March 2014 Slides of 
Buckland Brewer in the 1960s and 1970s 
7.30pm Village Hall, Buckland Brewer £3 
This is not a History Group event but 
should be very interesting 
 
All the meetings below will be held in 
The Church School Room 7.30pm 
Entrance: members £2, non-members £3. 
 
19 March 2014 North Devon 
Workhouses – Sue Lycett.  
 
16 April 2014 Archives, Anthracite and 
Australia: Rolle Canal Sea Lock – The 
People – Peter Blackaby.  
 
21 May 2014 ‘The Hoar Oak Cottage 
Project’ - Bette Baldwin  
 
You may also be interested in a meeting 
of the Morwenstow Society on 21 March 
2014 when there will be a talk ‘How 
Methodism came to Cornwall and 
Morwenstow’ by Colin Short and Alan 
Rowland. No venue has been announced 
but contact 
morwenstowsociety@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Found in A Field North of Barton Court 

Cannon Ball found near Halsbury 

∼♦∼ 



Marshall Brothers in Marshall Brothers in Marshall Brothers in Marshall Brothers in 
TroubleTroubleTroubleTrouble    

 
The Western Times of January 25th 1924 
reported a court case in which James 
Marshall a rabbit trapper and Mrs 
Florence Moore, both of Buckland 
Brewer, were accused of stealing three 
live turkeys from Cholash Farm. The 
birds, valued at £3 2s 10d, were the 
property of Charles Moore of Langtree. 
James Marshall, aged about twenty six, 
had grown up on Oak Farm in Buckland 
Brewer and the newspaper report stated 
that he had lost an arm. James’ brother, 
William, had lived with Charles Moore, 
presumably as an employee. 
 
In March of the same year William 
Marshall, together with James who was 
by then living in Little Torrington, were 
charged with stealing £10 worth of notes 
and postal orders from Buckland Brewer 
Post Office. 
 
A month later James Marshall, now 
living back at Oak Farm, pled guilty to 
trespassing in order to trap rabbits on 
land belonging to John Hookway. Three 
previous convictions were taken into 
consideration and James was fined £1. 
 
You would think that would be enough 
but no. In October 1924 William and 
James Marshall were convicted of 
stealing a Sealyham dog worth £4 from 
William Found of Bideford. The 
brothers were fined £1 each. William was 
fined an additional nine shillings for 
stealing the dog’s collar; James was 
cleared of this charge. 
 
Florence Moore, James Marshall’s co-
accused in the case of the stolen turkeys, 
also appears in the news again. She was 
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the wife of John Thomas Moore, 
originally from Parkham and sister in 
law of Charles Moore, the turkeys’ 
owner. The  account of the turkey 
robbery gave Florence’s address as 
Tower Hill.  
 
The Western Times of 22 August 1924 
features Florence’s family as the 
inhabitants of a two bedroomed cottage 
owned by W H Smale. This was one of 
Rowe’s Cottages, Tower Hill which were 
where ‘Lester’ now stands. Florence and 
her husband, John, had taken in John’s 
brother and his family, meaning that 
there were now twelve people living in 
this small cottage. Aside from the 
overcrowding, complaints had been 
made to the Sanitary Inspector about 
the condition of the cottage. The 
landlord, W H Smale, had been unable 
to evict the Moore family. At a meeting 
of Bideford Rural District Council, Mr 
W H Rogers had proposed burning the 
cottage down. Alternative suggestions 
included doing the repairs and then 
sending Mr Smale the bill. Others felt 
that the cottage was beyond repair. The 
cottage had apparently been in a 
tumble-down state for twenty years. 
The council resolved to serve a notice to 
abate the overcrowding. 
 
From a description of the cottage in 1910 
we learn that it was a constructed of 
stone, cob and thatch, with a parlour, 
kitchen, back house and larder on the 
ground floor. Upstairs there were two 
bedrooms and outside a linhay and 
wood store. 
 
Len Blight mentions Jack Moore at 
Rowe’s Cottages in his book Buckland 
Brewer in the 1920s. 
 

Janet Few 



Buckland EmigrantsBuckland EmigrantsBuckland EmigrantsBuckland Emigrants    
and a Dastardly Deedand a Dastardly Deedand a Dastardly Deedand a Dastardly Deed    

The Goodenough BrothersThe Goodenough BrothersThe Goodenough BrothersThe Goodenough Brothers    
 
This story centres on the two youngest 
sons of William and Catherine 
Goodenough née Avery of Buckland 
Brewer. They are believed to have lived at 
Hembury when their younger children 
were growing up. 
 
Samuel Avery Goodenough was born 
about 1817 in Buckland Brewer. As a young 
man he lived with his older brother John 
and his family at Bucks Mills, in the 
cottage now known as Emily’s. In 1846, 
Samuel married in Camelford Registration 
District, Cornwall to 16 year old Sarah 
Cornelius of Lanteglos. Three of Samuel 
and Sarah’s four children died as infants 
before they left Plymouth on 11th May 1858 
for South Australia on the General Hewitt. 
With them on board was Sarah’s mother 
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and her two brothers with their 
families. Sarah died of post birth 
diarrhoea on the voyage and her 
newborn son failed to survive. The 
South Australian Government Gazette 
of 14th October 1858 reported. 
 
General Hewitt 1055 tons, commanded 
by Mr. C.H. Loutted, sailed from 
Plymouth on the 11th day of May and 
arrived on the 11th of September, having 
been 124 days at sea. She landed in the 
Colony 368 souls; eight births and four 
deaths having been the casualties at 
sea.  
 
The ship was lofty and spacious, and 
arrived in good order, the married 
people, with a few exceptions, seemed 
to be an eligible class of persons; the 
single men, however, were, for the most 
part, ordinary laborers, and as such, 
increased an already super-abundant 
supply of such labor in the Colony.  

Kadina 
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Wallaroo Mines 

actually at Kadina, for which the port 
of Wallaroo provided smelting and 
export facilities. The first copper 
smelter, which also smelted gold and 
lead, was lit in 1861 at Wallaroo. 
Wallaroo settlement was established on 
Wallaroo Bay by 1861 and was 
proclaimed as a town in 1862. By 1865 
the population was 3,000, and peaked 
at 5,000 in 1920. It was Yorke 
Peninsula’s largest and most important 
port until 1923 when copper production 
ceased. 
 
Samuel died at Wallaroo Mines in 1875. 
He had probably been motivated to 
emigrate by the mining opportunities 
and the chance to accompany the 
Cornelius family. 
 
Samuel’s younger brother James was 
born in Buckland Brewer about 1820. In 
1841 he appears to be living with his 
older brother, William, at Cox Barn in 
Littleham and was working as an 
agricultural labourer. He married Mary 
Dell at East Putford on 26 December 
1844.  
 

This is the third voyage in which Mr. J. 
O’Donnell, the Surgeon-superintendent 
has brought emigrants to South 
Australia, and on each occasion has 
acquitted himself in the most satisfactory 
manner; he states that the Master and 
officers of the ship gave him every 
assistance in the discharge of his duty. 
The general health of the people on the 
ships’ arrival was good; measles had 
appeared soon after leaving England, of 
which there were about 36 cases in all; 
only one death is recorded as the 
consequence of this disease. The conduct 
of the people was satisfactory, that of the 
single women was reported to be most 
unexceptionable. 
 
The Goodenoughs made their home in 
Wallaroo. The area was first settled in 
1851 by a sheep grazier, Robert Miller. In 
1857, Walter Watson Hughes purchased 
the land and named it Walla Waroo. The 
name was subsequently shortened to 
Wallaroo. Copper was discovered in the 
Kadina area in 1859 and in Moonta (in a 
wombat hole) in 1861. Confusingly, there 
were no copper mines at Wallaroo itself. 
The so-called Wallaroo Mines were 



On 14 May 1850 James was charged with 
stealing a quantity of wheat from the 
granary of William Bray Furse of The 
Barton, East Putford. He was convicted 
of larceny and sentenced to 6 months 
hard labour. In 1851 the family were 
living at Putford Bridge but they 
appeared to move around for work 
between Putford, Buckland Brewer and 
Monkleigh. In 1852 Mary’s sister Grace 
Dell married  Llewellyn Garrett Talmage 
Harvey of Thornhillhead. 
 
The following report has been abridged 
from The Times of 27 May 27 1854 
 
The Late Attempted Murder In North 
Devon. 

 
The victim of this brutal outrage, Mary 
Richards, [of Langtree] contrary to the 
anticipations of the medical men who 
were called in, still survives, although she 
lies in a very precarious state and past all 
hope of recovery. Nine pieces of bone 
have been taken from the skull, which 
had been beaten in with a hammer, and 
the person of the unfortunate woman, 
besides being violated, had evidently 
been brutally forced by a stick, or more 
probably by the handle of the hammer by 
which the blows on the head were 
inflicted. The young woman has been 
enabled to relate how the shocking affair 
took place. According to her account, 
which is corroborated in the most 
essential particulars by the testimony of 
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Putford Bridge 



other persons who saw the accused in the 
neighbourhood about the time referred to, 
it appears that she was walking towards 
Langtree, carrying two small baskets and a 
bundle. On the way, Llewellyn Garrett 
Talmidge Harvey the prisoner, overtook 
her, and they walked on up a steep hill to 
the village of Taddiport together. 
 
On reaching the last house at the top of 
the hill the girl turned from the road 
to go into the dwelling, when the fellow 
asked “Are you come to the end of your 
journey?” She replied “No: I have several 
miles to go yet.” He then went on, 
and after remaining about ten minutes in 
the house she followed on her way 
home. She says, that after leaving the 
cottage and proceeding as far as the 
place where she was attacked, she saw the 
man sitting on the bank beside the 
roadside. He accosted her and made 
indecent proposals to her, which she 
stoutly resisted; he then caught hold of her 
and dragged her inside the gateway. She 
succeeded in breaking away from him, and 
got outside the gate, where he again 
caught her and struck her on her head 
with a hammer, after which she became 
thoroughly insensible and recollects 
nothing that took place. The villain must 
have ravished her while in this state of 
insensibility, the surgeons being of opinion 
that he first stunned his victim in the road, 
that he then dragged her inside the 
gateway, where he completed his fiendish 
desires, and then, having beaten her about 
the head till he thought her dead, he 
stripped her of all the valuables she 
possessed, and threw her into the ditch. 
The prisoner was seen between 4 and 5 on 
the afternoon in question about two field’s 
distance from the spot and he then had 
two baskets and a bundle in his 
possession, and they have since been 

discovered in a thicket close by. The 
day after Harvey was apprehended 
some of the inhabitants of Taddiport 
went over to Barnstaple to see if they 
recognised him, and they proved that 
he was the same man they had seen 
about the village on the day in 
question. He then admitted that he was 
there, and that he walked up the hill 
with a young woman, but denied all 
knowledge of the crime imputed to 
him. The prisoner was conveyed by Mr. 
Aldham, superintendent of the 
Barnstaple police, to the Torrington 
lock-up, and he was afterwards taken 
to the workhouse, where the young 
woman lay. On being taken into the 
room she at once recognised him, but 
appeared too weak and frightened at 
his presence to say anything in his 
hearing. The prisoner has been taken 
before the county magistrates, and 
remanded till Saturday. Harvey, who is 
a native of Oxfordshire, [there no 
evidence for this the only Llewellyn 
Harvey in the 1841 and 1851 censuses is 
in Littlehampton, Sussex and the age 
does not tie in with the murder’s 
stated age of 31] but has resided at 
Thornhill Head, in the parish of 
Buckland-Brewer, about five miles from 
Torrington for the last 3 or 4 years, and 
has been in the habit of tramping about 
the country. On taking up his residence 
in Devonshire, he married the servant 
of a farmer at Buckland-Brewer, and 
followed the trade of a chimney 
sweeper, and subsequently he became a 
local preacher in connexion with the 
Society of Primitive Methodists in the 
village. Having been convicted of 
sheep-stealing about two years ago, he 
suffered nine months hard labour; and 
on coming out of gaol he resumed 
business as a sweeper, but was not re-
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The Strathallen 

admitted to preach. It appears that he 
waited on the road on Tuesday in order 
to waylay and murder a woman 
belonging to Sutcombe, whom he 
expected to pass by, and whose influence 
had been used against his restoration as 
a local preacher. 
 
James Goodenough was called as one of 
the witnesses. Harvey was hung in 
public outside Exeter jail with 10,000 
watching. His was one of only five 
public executions in the country that 
year. James Goodenough took the 
opportunity to capitalise on his brother 
in-law’s-crime. According to the 
Langtree parish history book, James 
Goodenough then toured around with 
waxworks of Harvey and Mary Richards 
and other artefacts.  
 
By 1856 James and Mary had seen five of 

their eight children die, probably from 
conditions linked to poor nutrition and 
poverty.  In that year the Bideford 
Gazette and North Devon Journal 
reported that on 2 December 1856 
James Goodenough ‘an old offender’ 
and William Shaddick were charged 
with the breaking into the house of 
Miss Caroline Fry of East Putford  on 
Saturday 29 November, taking two 
cheeses, a quantity of bacon, fresh pork, 
lard, butter and an earthenware stein.  
 
At the Exeter Assizes on 11 December 
they were charged  with  having  broken 
into Caroline Fry’s house at about 1 in 
the morning and taking away 2 cheeses, 
10 pounds of bacon, 9 pounds of butter, 
1 pound of pork, and 1 jar containing 29 
lbs of lard, together valued at £2. 
Goodenough and Shaddick were each 
sentenced to be transported for 15 years. 
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By March 1857, if not before, James’ wife 
Mary and children were in Bideford 
Workhouse where another child died. In 
1861 Mary Goodenough was living 
Bulkworthy with two daughters and was 
working as glover. 
 
James was transferred from Exeter to 
Millbank Prison in London and from there 
to Portland Prison. In February 1858 he 
was transferred to the Lord Raglan. James 
was described as married with 2 children, 
5 foot 3½ inches tall, light brown hair, 
hazel eyes, oval face, dark complexion, 
stout, with a scar on the left leg. He was 
semi-literate, a Protestant and a farm 
labourer. 
 
The Lord Raglan was employed as a 
convict transport for Western Australia 
and left Plymouth on 5 March 1858, bound 
for the Swan River Colony. The voyage 

took 88 days and the Lord Raglan 
arrived in Freemantle on 1 June with 84 
passengers and 268 convicts. Thomas 
Hybert and John Bowler were the 
captain and surgeon respectively. 
Bowler’s diary survives in The National 
Archives. 
 
On 7 July 1860 James Goodenough 
received his ticket of leave in Perth, 
and he was then able to apply for his 
wife and two daughters, Elizabeth and 
Mary Ann, to join him. They arrived in 
Western Australia in February 1862. 
William Shaddick’s family were also on 
board the same ship, the Strathallan. 
 
James was finally granted at certificate 
of freedom on 12 December 1871 at 
York. By this time he had been 
working for himself for ten years. 
 

Janet Few 
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This postcard, taken by a north Devon photographer, was addressed to Mrs Steer of 
Town Tenement Farm, Buckland Brewer and was from Lizzie. Does anyone recognise 
this as being in Buckland or elsewhere? 



Reuben Squire—Inventor 
 
In August 1908 the Hartland and West 
Country Chronicle reported that Mr 
Reuben Squire of Woodbines Cottage, 
Buckland Brewer had applied for a 
patent on his new improved boots and 
shoes. 

The official patent, granted in January 
1909, describes Reuben’s heel protectors 
as follows:- In the construction of 
revoluble or stationary heel pads of the 
type in which a core of textile fabric, 
frictioned or built up with layers of 
rubber, is embedded in a rubber pad so 
that its fibres are either parallel with or 
at right-angles to the tread, a hole is left 
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in the centre of the core to enable the 
latter to expand. Fig. 1 shows a 
revoluble protector in which such a 
hollow core A is embedded in a pad 
C. The protector is provided with an 
embedded bearing-plate B of metal, 
textile fabric, &c., and, if desired, with 
a loose washer H. 
 
I am not sure that I am any the wiser! 
 
There is more information about 
Reuben on the website <<http://
worldwide.espacenet.com>>. He was 
born in Buckland Brewer in 1847, the 
son of Richard Squire, a watchmaker 
and his wife Harriett. The family lived 
at Adams tenement in Fore Street.  
 
By 1871, Reuben had moved to 
Taunton and was an assistant watch 
case maker to Charles Haddon of 
Fore Street.  
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income. From his earliest days his 
experiences and sentiments are reflected 
in his poetry from which Goldberg quotes 
extensively but as he moved into 
adulthood the narrative is informed by 
her use of a wealth of sources, many of 
them personal items belonging to the 
Capern family such as correspondence 
and Edward’s Scripture book. However ~ 
and this perhaps accounts to a very great 
extent for the appeal of this biography ~ 
Capern became guardian to Goldberg’s 
grandmother who, in turn, raised Ilfra 
Goldberg. Thus, many personal memories 
find their way into the narrative to enrich 
the account and to give credence to 
observations about the inspirations for his 
poetry and his feelings for family and 
friends.  
 
Although the tide of fortunes took Capern 
and his family away from the county for 
almost 20 years it is clear that his heart 
remained in Devon’s countryside. In 
particular, Goldberg recognises the part 
that his journeys to and from Buckland 
played in his poetry: indeed, she, her 
daughter and granddaughter made the 
same journey, on foot in 2007, in order to 
experience the landscape which was to 
their ancestor, so inspirational. 
 
Capern’s writings, as well as his 
commitment to political causes, gained 
for him the respect and friendship of 
eminent writers, statesmen and other 
notable people of his day, in addition to a 
modest income. This rise from poverty to 
acclaim, in itself, makes the story highly 
readable but it is the personal insights and 
commentaries on family matters up to the 
present day that bring Capern’s own story 
and that of his descendants to rich and 
vivid life.  
 

Lyn Layton 

He was in the same trade at 35 
Myddleton Square, Clerkenwell in 1881 
employing a man and a boy. Reuben 
eventually retired back to Devon and 
died in 1934 aged 86. 
 
Judging by the advert on the previous 
page, Reuben or his father were also 
awarded a patent for their watches. 
 
Thanks to David Blight for bringing this 
to our attention.    

Book ReviewBook ReviewBook ReviewBook Review    
 
Edward Capern, The Postman-Poet (2009) 
Ilfra Goldberg, price £7.99,  
ISBN978 184386 503 2 Vanguard Press 
 
The name of Edward Capern is generally 
well-known to the people of Buckland 
Brewer because it was to and from this 
village that, back in the mid-19th century, 
he walked each day to deliver and collect 
mail. It is also widely known that, as he 
made the journey, he would compose 
poetry but beyond this, the details of his 
life and his status as a poet are not 
always fully appreciated. This biography 
by Lady Ilfra Goldberg, Capern’s great 
great granddaughter is therefore to be 
welcomed, providing as it does, a warm 
and rounded story of ‘our’ Postman-Poet.  
 
Using brief references to the prevailing 
political and social landscape to provide 
a context, the author follows a 
chronological sequence of events 
through her ancestor’s life, telling of the 
poverty of his early days when, as a nine-
year-old, he had to leave school after 
only four months of formal education so 
that he could supplement the family 

∼♦∼ 
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Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    

 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland Brewer, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated regularly, so 
keep checking back. http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 

 

Hembury Castle. The fact of cannon-
balls having been found there was very 
curious, as, even if the tradition that 
the retreating Royalists made a stand 
after their defeat at Torrington on the 
16th February 1646, were correct, it was 
certain that on that occasion, at any 
rate, neither of the armies had any 
artillery with them. 

 

Fifteenth Century 
Property Deal 

 
A feet of fine was the bottom part of a 
Medieval agreement, often relating to 
the conveyancing of land.  The 
agreement would be written out three  
times, once for each of the parties 
concerned and the third copy, written 
at the foot of the parchment, was kept 
as an official record. 
 
T h e  w e b s i t e  < < w w w ,
medievalgeneology.org.uk>> lists,  
amongst its feet of fines listings for 
Devon one for Thorne, Buckland 
Brewer that dates from 1426. The 
agreement was made between John 
Bernhous and his wife Felice and John 
Wydeslade (Winslade) who purchased 
Thorne for 100 silver marks. The 
document lists the property in detail as 
being 1 messuage, 14 acres of land a 
moiety of 1 acre of moor and common 
pasture for 3 mares, 4 oxen 3 cows 1 pig 
and 30 sheep in Bokeland Bruer. 

Ancient Camps in 
Buckland Brewer 

 
The Devon and Exeter Gazette of Friday 
July 24 1925 reported as follows:_ 
 
Folk-lore and Provincialisms. Devon 
Association. Papers given at Okehampton 
meeting. Interesting papers. 
 
Ancient Camps 
The report by Mr G M Doe on 
encampments in Buckland Brewer and 
Frithelstock stated that he could find no 
trace whatever of the first-mentioned 
camp, the land having been sold some 
years ago and the woodland converted in 
to tillage fields. The exact spot, however, 
had been located. The site of the other 
one could only be distinguished  by the 
slight difference in the colour of the 
herbage of the field. About a mile from 
that camp there was the encampment of 


