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Latest NewsLatest NewsLatest NewsLatest News    
 
We are delighted to report that we 
already have 40 members, living in three 
continents. There have been several 
developments on the research front. We 
have conducted our first ‘Your 
Memories, Our History’ interview and 
more will follow shortly. We have 
arranged to digitise some school registers 
and part of the WI archive. You can keep 
up with developments by following the  
‘Latest News’ blog on our website http://
bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.
com/latest-news/ 

Your Chance to Help UsYour Chance to Help UsYour Chance to Help UsYour Chance to Help Us    
 

In January, we will have a members’ 
‘show and tell’ session. It is not too soon 
to think about this. We are looking for 5 
or 6 people to offer to talk for 5 - 10 
minutes on a history/local history related 
topic of their choice – maybe something 
you have discovered about the history of 
Buckland Brewer or its residents. We 
also want people to bring photographs, 
memorabilia or artefacts with a Buckland 
Brewer relevance, together with a short 
explanatory caption. This means our far 
flung members are not let off the hook. 
Copies of photographs, or pictures of 
artefacts, short extracts from family 
histories and so on, can be emailed to us 
for printing, ready for display at the 
January meeting. 

1 

ForthcomingForthcomingForthcomingForthcoming    EventsEventsEventsEvents    
 
18 December 2103 Christmas activities 
with an historical flavour. Please bring a 
contribution to our finger buffet. 
Entrance: members 50p, non-members 
£1. 
 
15 January 2014 Members’ Evening – a 
chance to hear about and view some 
members’ existing research on aspects of 
Buckland Brewer’s history. For those 
who wish, there will be an opportunity 
to volunteer for future projects or to 
suggest topics for research. Entrance: 
members £1, non-members £2. 
 
19 February 2014 ‘Creating a Community 
Archive: Hartland’ Steve Hobbs. 
Entrance: members £2, non-members £3. 
 
Saturday 15 March 2014 A chance to 
accompany a group from Devon Family 
History Society to a Family History Fair 
in Poole, Dorset. £20 per person, leaving 
Bideford at 8.00am, returning approx 
6.30pm. Bookings and £5 non-returnable 
deposit to us by 10th February please. 
 
19 March 2014 North Devon 
Workhouses – Sue Lycett. Entrance: 
members £2, non-members £3. 
 
16 April 2014 Archives Anthracite and 
Australia: Rolle Canal Sea Lock – The 
People – Peter Blackaby. Entrance: 
members £2, non-members £3. 
 

∼♦∼ 
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Carrie Fulford 
Charlotte Hookway—Southwood 
Ellen Hookway 
Francis Ashton—Thorne 
Hetty Cole 
Elizabeth Ann Davey 
William Stapledon—in memoriam 
Elizabeth Abbott—in memoriam 
William Squire 

∼♦∼ 

Wesleyan Methodists Wesleyan Methodists Wesleyan Methodists Wesleyan Methodists 
on the Historic Rollon the Historic Rollon the Historic Rollon the Historic Roll    

    
The Wesleyan Methodist Historic Roll is 
a unique set of 50 large, leather bound 
volumes that are held at Westminster 
Methodist Central Hall in London. The 
volumes contain the names of over one 
million people who donated a guinea (£1 
one shilling or £1.05) to the Wesleyan 
Methodist Twentieth Century Fund, also 
known as The Million Guinea Fund, 
between January 1st 1899 and September 
1909 when the fund was finally closed. 
The majority of the donations were 
made between 1899 and 1904. Donations 
were also made in memory of 
Methodists who had died. The Buckland 
Brewer entries are in Volume 14. 
 
The names are listed in the order in 
which they appear in the original 
document. Spelling is as given in the 
Roll. The address was just given as 
Buckland Brewer, unless otherwise 
stated. 
 
Richard Steer—Town Tenement 
Fanny Ellen Steer—Town Tenement 
Alsie Steer—Town Tenement 
Elizabeth Jane Steer 
Mary Jane Harris—Frains 
Robert Harris—Frains 
Charles Hookway—Southwood 
Clara Hookway—Southwood 
John Cock—Gorwood 
Emily Cock—Gorwood 
Robert Withecombe—Village 
Ann Withecombe—Village 
Fred Wm Steer—in memoriam Barlow 
[should be Barton] 
Fanny E Steer—Barlow [should be 
Barton] 
Lilly Sanders 

Buckland Soldiers 
Serving in Canada 

 
One of our members has been looking 
at Canadian British Regimental 
Registers 1756–1900, which are available, 
if you have a subscription, on Ancestry 
www.ancestry.co.uk. These are records 
of British soldiers serving in Canada, the 
originals are in The National Archives at 
Kew.  
 
The registers include description and 
succession books, returns of officers' 
services, casualty returns and 
regimental entry books, which include 
the names of enlisted men with details 
such as age, place of birth, trade and 
service. The records cover various 
periods between the years 1756 and 
1878, with some returns of officers' 
services in the Royal Engineers up to 
the mid-1900s. Some registers include a 
nominal index, either at the beginning 
or end of the volume. 
 
The two entries for Buckland Brewer 
men are: 
 
John Whitlock 5’ 3”, age 20, complexion 
fresh, visage long, eyes grey, hair brown. 
Of ‘Brocklinbrow’, cordwainer, enlisted 
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Tithe ReturnTithe ReturnTithe ReturnTithe Return    
 
A thirteenth century Tithe Return from 
Dublin Cartulary has been transcribed in  
Seymour, Deryck Torre Abbey (James 
Townsend and sons 1977). Many of the 
place names can be ‘translated’ into 
their modern equivalents. 
 
Decima ecclesie de Bocland 
 
Place                   Amount   M o d e r n 
Name 
Thornwiger        XXVIIIs     Thornwidger 
Holewille           XLs            Holwell 
Holelegh            XIIs            H o w l e y /
Holly 
Boroddoune       Xis             Burrough ? 
Quercichene      XVIs 
Hethercichene  XVIs 
Bilisford             XXs            Bilsford 
Kippertonne      XXIIs 
Hele                    XIIs            Hele 
Thornhele          Xs 
Cranham            XIIs            Cranham 

Fermoy 23 July 1804, Transported (i.e. 
set sail) 24th July. 
 
John was baptised in Buckland Brewer 
on 17 June 1781, the son of Philip and 
Anne Whitlock née Chope. 
 
George Harris 5’ 5”, age 31, complexion 
fresh, visage round, eyes grey, hair 
brown. Of ‘Bucklanbrewer’, mason, 
enlisted Dublin 2 Sept 1806 for 7 years. 
 
George was baptised in Buckland Brewer 
8 October 1775, the son of John and 
Bridget Harris née Wheeler. 

Oik                      IIIs              Oak 
Leie                     Xs               Ley 
Heleluveriche     VIIIs IIIId   
Beare                   VIIs            Beara 
Sulclond             XIIIs IIIId  Silkland 
Vielestoune        XIIs            Vielstone 
Orleghe               XXXIIIs      Orleigh 
Schorcterigge     Xs               Shortridge 
Burghe                Xs 
Taddepute           XXIIs 
Bogawode           XIIs 
Clive                    Xs               Cleeve 
Duockworthy     XXs 
Dune                            XXIs 
Tudecote            XXXs          
          Tithecott 
Guvelandwrang XIIs 
Godekingeslond XIIs            Goutisland 
Duogalleshore    XXXVIs Vid 
 
Decima de Bulcworthi         Xls IXs* 
Decima domini de Bulcworthi XLVIs 
VIIId 
 
Pucheford           XXXVIs      Putford 
Mambiri              XXIIIs        Hembury? 
Rennecridua       XXs 
Gardine               Xs 
Thornputford     XXXVIIIs 
Northcote et Nortedoune XLs              
                                                Northdown? 
Witslade             XXXVIIIs   Winslade 
Bocland Abbatis LXXIIIs VIIId 
Brendoune          LVIIIs Vid  Brendon 
Duogorford 
 
* should be IXd 

∼♦∼ 

The Burn the Curtain Theatre Group 
present The Bureau of Extraordinance 
Friday 29th November 2013 6.45 for 
7.00 in the Village Hall. 
Tickets are available from Beaford 
Arts www.beaford-arts.org.uk. 



Our Outing to the Our Outing to the Our Outing to the Our Outing to the 
Record OfficeRecord OfficeRecord OfficeRecord Office    

 
In October, fifteen of us visited North 
Devon Record Office for a behind the 
scenes tour. Here are just some of the 
comments from those who went. 

‘I was staggered by the breadth of 
material, we are amazingly fortunate in 
this country that, despite the Civil War, 
we have been a settled nation and able 
to produce and keep so many 
documents. The staff were very 
knowledgeable and helpful and were 
obviously immersed in their roles.  
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There was so much material, I didn’t 
settle on looking for anything in 
particular but when I started to read 
the transcript of a sea journal written 
by a former villager of Buckland 
Brewer (William Fulford), I was 
hooked. He had once lived in my 
house and seeing its name written 165 
years ago was strangely thrilling. 
Opening the original journal, with its 
tiny handwritten entries, so neat  but 
written aboard a ship was amazing. It 
had sailed to North America and back 
and been passed around various 
friends and family of the author in 
Buckland Brewer and surrounding 
area and yet here it was in 
immaculate condition in my hands 
and preserved for the future. 

I was oblivious to the other people 
leaving and hadn’t realised our two 
hours was up and that staff were 
waiting to close up behind us.’ 
 
‘It was nice to see exactly what is 
available. We were amazed to 
discover that short sessions on 
Ancestry were allowed completely 
free of charge. They certainly have a 
lot of material on their shelves.’ 
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Treasure in BucklandTreasure in BucklandTreasure in BucklandTreasure in Buckland    
 

and not just the people! 
 
Lorna’s family moved to West Hele in the  
1880s and bought the freehold in 1908.  We 
had always been curious as to what history 
goes with the property because despite 
efforts by Lorna’s mother, no great detail 
had ever been discovered and the deeds 
were silent. 
 
It was noted that there were the forts at 
Hembury, South Wood and across the 
valley at Coombe;  West Hele and East 
Hele seemed to sit on the route between 
the three forts. The relatively close 
proximity of Frithelstock Priory was also a 
puzzling factor. 
 
Early in 2011 Lorna, in conversation with a 
lady in Exeter, discovered that the East 
Devon Metal Detecting Club were always 
on the look out for farms that have never 
had metal detecting, on which to hold 
their autumn rally and the suggestion was 
made of Buckland Brewer. 
 
At a meeting in the spring of 2013 it 
became apparent that the metal detectors 
would ideally like at least 200 acres of 
undetected land.  A party of in excess of 
100 metal detectors would be in 
attendance; the rally would start on Friday 
late afternoon and last until Sunday at 
4pm.  There was a need for camping and 
catering facilities. 
 
It was ideal if land could be provided 
which was not subject to arable crops, 
woodland etc., because the metal 
detectors like to keep their machines fairly 
close to the surface. They gave an 
undertaking that all land would be 
properly reinstated where any digging 

occurred and that any finds, which 
may be made, were to be split equally 
between the finder and the land 
owner. Furthermore, they would 
ensure that an official Finds Liaison 
Officer would be present. 
 
We indicated that West Hele would 
be available as a venue and received 
immediate agreement from other land 
owners, namely: George Heywood – 
Bowden, Brian Chapple – 
Meadowside, Richard Goodburn – 
Hembury Castle and David Brown – 
East Hele. 
 
During the summer of 2013, there was 
a further meeting where, in 
conversation George Heywood 
referred to the “Roman road” which he 
considered was the narrow muddy 
lane running on the Parish boundary 
between Buckland Brewer and 
Parkham in the Babeleigh area just 
west of New House Cross.  This was 
greeted with a degree of scepticism in 
that it is not normally considered that 
the Romans had activity in Buckland 
Brewer. 
 
Come Friday the 27th September all 
facilities were on hand and the metal 
detectors arrived in droves.  The East 
Devon Metal Detecting Club had 
made the rally available to members 
of other metal detecting clubs with 
the result that people arrived from 
Cornwall, Plymouth, Dawlish, East 
Devon, Torrington, Braunton, 
Wiltshire and even Derbyshire. On 
the Friday night they were only 
permitted to search in one field in the 
hope that they found Sheila Tucker’s 
wedding ring which had been lost 20 
years ago in a field known as ‘Barn 
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Park’ where Buckland Brewer Cricket 
Club used to play cricket and she was 
the scorer.  This was unsuccessful. 
 
On the Saturday morning the metal 
detectors split between Hembury Castle 
and South Wood. Hembury Castle was 
found to be extremely disappointing 
because of the significant tree growth, 
miscanthus and maize. All of which 
precluded satisfactory metal detecting 
and no finds were made. 
 
South Wood which is an old iron age 
fort, largely ploughed over and 
cultivated also proved disappointing 
with the grass being slightly too long.  
However, one Charles 1 silver sixpence 
w a s  f o u n d .  A t  l u n c h t i m e 
disappointment reigned.   
 

In the afternoon they detected over 
almost all of West Hele and the 
homestead and land running to the 
east thereof of East Hele.  Again, the 
results were disappointing to the extent 
that at West Hele all we have to show 
for their efforts are a few horse shoes 
and a 20th Century axe head. Gloom, 
doom and rain reigned supreme. 
 
On the Sunday the detectors were 
given a free reign over much of George 
Heywood and Brian Chapple’s land 
around the village and small groups of 
detectors could be seen in various 
places all day.  The sun almost tried to 
shine and detectors became much 
more cheerful as things started to be 
discovered. In the land to the 
southwest of Buckland Brewer village a 
Charles 1 silver sixpence was found and 

One of the Finds 
Glass bottle seal dating from the late C17th or early C18th 

Belonging to Robert Berry died in 1707 
Image reproduced under CC BY-SA licence 



Orleigh Close, which was always 
known as the ‘Pub Field’ and was 
anticipated to have been the site of the 
old Buckland Brewer fairs.  In practice, 
several small coins were found in this 
area but nothing of any significant 
monetary value. 
 
All finds older than 300 years were 
recorded by the Finds Liaison Officer.  
She photographed approximately 40 
‘finds’ and these will eventually all be 
available for viewing on the ‘portable 
antiquities’ website http://finds.org.
uk/. Search the database for Buckland 
Brewer. 
 
The whole function was run for charity 
with the beneficiary being Buckland 
Brewer Methodist Church, which needs 
the money: 

A.   to replenish its funds after its 
very large expenditure on the 
formation of the community 
shop and; 

B.   to provide an accessible W.C 
with a modernised kitchen. 

 
Profits from the weekend were over 
£3,500 for which the Methodist Church 
is very grateful. 
 
Thanks are due to: the landowners, the 
Hicks children and family who did the 
preparation, catering and cleaning up 
etc., Trevor Mills and team for the 
erection of the marquee and general 
haulage, Buckland Brewer Cricket Club 
for equipment, the Sweet Window for 
donation of sweets, numerous folk who 
provided cakes and goodies, and 
several other people, who know who 
they are and who helped to make the 
weekend flow smoothly.  Thank you all. 
 

Lorna and Bob Hicks 
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several other small interesting items.  In 
the land to the southeast of Buckland 
village, whilst no significant metal finds 
were made it was noted that there was a 
significant amount of flint and flint knap 
indicating very early occupation of that 
area. The area to the northeast of 
Buckland village, which it had been 
anticipated, would be quite a productive 
area turned out to be largely barren.   
 
Surprisingly one of the most successful 
areas of metal detecting was the small 
field to the west of East Stone (Richard 
and Liz Giddy’s farmhouse) where a civil 
war cannon ball and lead musket shot 
were discovered.   
 
The area immediately to the northwest 
of the village also turned out to be 
somewhat disappointing. 
 
One of the metal detectors had done a 
significant amount of homework and 
come to the conclusion that the Parish 
boundary between Buckland Brewer and 
Parkham was a very significant old 
boundary being the boundary between 
Hartland Abbey land and Tavistock 
Abbey land.  It is also interesting to note 
that this Parish boundary also ran along 
George Heywood’s Roman road.  He and 
a few friends decided to investigate this 
area on the basis that they could see 
how the road would have run straight 
from Orleigh Court towards Melbury.  It 
was in the vicinity of this area that a 
Roman coin was discovered by a 
detector from Derbyshire (his first 
Roman coin find). This we have to admit 
tends to vindicate George Heywood and 
his “Roman road”  
 
Another prime chosen site for metal 
detecting was Brian Chapple’s field off 



Follow UpFollow UpFollow UpFollow Up    

In the last issue, we asked for help naming 
these skittlers. We were pleased to  receive 
far more than just the names. It is thought 
to be the village team of 1930. Thanks to Mr 
Bill Brock of Australia (born 1922 in 
Buckland Brewer) for these wonderful 
comments. 
 

Back row from the left:  
Alf Prance, worked with Mr Tucker. 
Ron Colwill, father of  Bill.  
Postman Branch, wounded and taken 
prisoner in first world war.  
Ronald Johns,  brother of Bill, died young. 
Bill Jewell, lived at Kelvinstool after the 
death of Sam Colwill. Well liked by the boys 
for his stories. Belle Jewell married Mr 
Colwill—a wonderful lady, when we went 
there she always had a piece of cake or a 
sweet. 
Edward Mills,  farmer, father of Percy, at 
this time lived at Cleave, where the Tuckers 
lived. Two sisters were nearly blind. Elsie 
lived at Buckland and married Reg Neil from 
Parkham, he was in the army. 
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∼♦∼    
Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    

 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland Brewer, Bideford, 
Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please check our website regularly. It is very new, so is being updated all the time. http://
bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 

Reg Prance. 
Farmer Headen, of Hooper’s Water. Two 
of his nieces were Sunday School 
teachers. 
Mark Hearn, worked for Mr Steer at 
Barton, who also had a farm at 
Wrangworthy. 
Henry Kent, his parents lived next to 
Gran Brock, next to the Village Hall. 
 

Middle row:   
William Grigg, farmer, lived at Beara, 
where Percy Mills’ son lives.  
Bill Johns, bus driver, son Walter drove 
buses. 
Moules, retired school teacher. 
Leverton, lived at Churchgate, he and his 
son Harold were blacksmiths. 
Hookway, used to farm in the village. His 
home and farm buildings were where Mr 
Frank Mills and family lived, across the 
road from Rolle Terrace. His wife was old 
butcher Babb’s wife’s sister. I used to 
fetch our milk there each morning. There 
was always a piece of cake on the end of 
the table for me. 
Cleverdon, farmer of Gorwood. He was 
known as ‘Old Dear’. His son looked 
after the farm as he worked for the tax 
office. He drove a horse and trap to 
Bideford each day. 
 

Front Row:  
Jack Dark, from Parkham. 
Tom Brock. 
William Brock.  
Jack Brock, Bill’s father. 


