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ForthcomingForthcomingForthcomingForthcoming    EventsEventsEventsEvents    
 
17 and 18 May 2014 Exhibition in the 
Methodist Chapel 10.00-4.00. Entry Free. 
A chance to bring along documents and 
photographs. We will be able to scan 
these on the spot. 
 

21 May 2014 ‘The Hoar Oak Cottage 
Project’ - Bette Baldwin. 
 

18 June 2014 Hillforts and Hembury a 
visit, with input from Keith Hughes. 
Meet on the Village Green at 7.20pm. 
 

16 July 2014 A Guided Tour of Bucks 
Mills - Chris Braund. Meet in Bucks 
Mills Car Park at 7.00pm. Please let us 
know if you require a lift from Buckland 
Brewer. 

Buckland DocumentsBuckland DocumentsBuckland DocumentsBuckland Documents    
 
In the last few months a number of old 
documents relating to Buckland Brewer 
have been for sale on e-bay and through 
dealers in ephemera. These were beyond 
the budget of the History Group. The 
purchaser presumably values the history 
of Buckland as much as we do. We 
would really love the chance to look at 
these items as they may be vital pieces if 
the jigsaw that is Buckland’s history. If 
anyone knows who the purchaser(s) are 
please could they ask very nicely if it 
might be possible for us to have a look.  

∼♦∼ 

Latest NewsLatest NewsLatest NewsLatest News    
 
Thanks to Devon Community 
Foundation, we have recently been 
awarded a grant from the Philip Milton 
Fund. This has been used to purchase a 
mobile scanner, so that we can scan 
documents and photographs on the spot 
and their owners can provide us with 
copies without the items leaving their 
sight. This enables us to add to our 
archive but also to ensure that these 
items are preserved. The scanner can 
cope with large documents so do bring 
along anything you may have and are 
willing to share. A good opportunity will 
be at our exhibition on 17 & 18 May, 
when we will be in the Methodist Chapel 
for the duration of the Plant Sale. You 
can even buy some plants too! May is 
Local History Month, so we wanted to 
ensure that we took Buckland’s history 
out into the community. We hope to see 
you there. 
 
Some of our members will shortly be 
starting to work with the local school, in 
connection with their project on the First 
World War. We are looking forward to 
this very much and hope that the 
children will be able to feed back their 
findings. 
 
Please note that our June and July 
meetings are outings. Please get in touch 
for details if you are unable to be at the 
May meeting. We hope to be able to 
offer lifts and car share. 



After scanning in the 62 photographs 
using our new Flip Pal mobile scanner 
and investigating the accompanying 
documents, it seemed that the bundle 
related to the descendants of John and 
Elizabeth Harris née Metherell of South 
Green, Buckland Brewer. One of their 
daughters, Mabel Ella (1898-1979), 
married Redvers Harris of Black 
Torrington, who was no relation that we 
can see so far.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Harris was born in Buckland 
Brewer about 1861 and lived at Spurs 
and then South Green, later moving to 
Rickard’s Row. John worked on local 
farms and married Elizabeth Metherell 
from Parkham in 1880. The couple had 
twelve children, all born in Buckland 
Brewer. 

The Harris Family of The Harris Family of The Harris Family of The Harris Family of 
South GreenSouth GreenSouth GreenSouth Green    

 
Recently we were given a carrier bag of 
documents and photographs that had 
been handed in to a local bank. 
 
There were many photographs, mostly 
unidentified and some documents. A 
number of the papers related to vehicle 
repairs and dated from the 1930s-1950s. 

South Green 
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This project will create an online 
interactive database that will include 
standardised information on all hillforts 
in the UK and Eire.” 
 
We hope that Hembury can be included 
in this survey. If you are interested in 
this particular aspect of local history do 
let us know.  

In the News 
 
From the London Gazette 22 April 1853 
 
Whereas a Petition of Henry Seldon, of 
the village of Buckland Brewer, in the 
parish of Buckland Brewer, in the 
county of Devon, Ironmonger and 
Tinman, an insolvent debtor, having 
been filed in the County Court of 
Devonshire, at the Guildhall, in 
Bideford, and an interim order for 
protection from process having been 
given to the said Henry Seldon, under 
the provisions of the Statutes in that 
case made and provided, the said Henry 
Seldon is hereby required to appear 
before the said Court, on the 7th day of 
April next, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon precisely, for his first 
examination, touching his debts, estate, 
and effects, and to be further dealt with 
according to the provisions of the said 
Statutes; and the choice of the creditors' 
assignees is to take place at the time so 
appointed. All persons indebted to the 
said Henry Seldon, or that have any of 
his effects, are not to pay or deliver the 
same but to Mr. James Rooker, Clerk of 
the said Court, at his office, Bridgeland 
street, Bideford, the Official Assignee of 
the estate and effects of the said 
insolvent. 

Hills Forts AtlasHills Forts AtlasHills Forts AtlasHills Forts Atlas    
 
In June we will be visiting Buckland’s 
own hill fort at Hembury. There is an 
ongoing Hill Forts Atlas Project 
overseen by the University of Oxford. 
Their website www.arch.ox.ac.uk/
hillforts-atlas.html describes the project 
as follows: “Hillforts are the most 
impressive field legacy from the Iron 
Age across many areas of England, 
Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Eire. Although precision is not possible, 
it is likely that there are over 4000 in 
Ireland and Britain. Any academic or 
popular account of later prehistory from 
c. 1000 BC has to include a discussion of 
hillforts as the dominant monument 
type: their forms and architecture, 
possible functions, relationships with 
their setting and archaeological 
surroundings. Over recent years within 
Iron Age studies the importance of 
‘regionalisation’ has emerged again as an 
important theme and one which 
requires information and data to be 
available at both the local level and at 
regional and inter-regional scales. There 
is no integrated system that will provide 
this information for hillforts, although a 
wide variety of sources exist in digital 
and paper form. These sources however 
are diverse, often difficult to access, and 
hard to integrate to produce wider 
interpretations and new research 
questions, since all previous syntheses 
have generally been at ‘national’ (i.e. 
Ireland, England) scales. Furthermore, 
most of the ways in which these sites are 
usually described are based on 
upstanding examples, but it is now 
essential to incorporate many ploughed-
down remains, only visible as 
cropmarks, into understandings of these 
sites. 

∼♦∼ 



The Coach and HorsesThe Coach and HorsesThe Coach and HorsesThe Coach and Horses 

 
We were recently asked to share 
information about the history of our local 
inn, the Coach and Horses. Hopefully this 
research will develop and we shall be able 
to find out more. There is thought to have 
been a coaching inn on that site for 700 
years but so far, we have not unearthed 
the origins of that claim. 
 
The first records that we have are for the 
eighteenth century. In 1757 the owner was 
Mr Chapman and it was later owned by 
the Caddy family and then Lord Rolle. 
 
In 1781 the occupier was William Ward but 
by the 1790s the Lake family had begun 
their tenure, which was to last for over a 
hundred years. By the 1890s the brewery, 
Starkey, Knight and Ford, owned the 
Coach and Horses. The licensees changed 
frequently after the Lakes relinquished the 
tenancy and the twentieth century saw 
William Balkwill, Samuel Elston, Elisha 
Gordon, John Taylor, Arthur Abbott and 
William Leonard as publican. 
 
The building was listed in 1975 and the 
accompanying description of the Coach 
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and Horses and the attached house 
(now part of the pub) was as follows:- 
Two houses, now public house and 
dwelling. C17, incorporating probable 
earlier dwelling. Colourwashed render 
over cob and stone; gabled thatch roof; 
rendered stone ridge and end stacks. 
House to right, now pub, is of 2-unit 
plan. 2 storeys; 2-window range. 
Central porch with C20 door, and flat 
rendered arches over late C19/early 
C20 two-light casements.  Continuous 
C18 outshut with slate roof to rear. 
House to left of 3-unit plan with entry 
in service end to left. 2 storeys; 3-
window range. Porch with C20 door, 
and flat rendered arches over C20 two-
light casements, except late C19 two-
light casement to top right. C20 
extension and C19 outshut to rear. 
Interior of house to left; central room 
has chamfered bressummer with 
elaborate cyma-moulded stops over 
open fireplace with cloam oven; C19 
straight-flight stairs and early C18 
two-panelled door to right; C19 plank 
door on first floor; C17 A-frame roof 
has been largely replaced due to rot. 
House to right: room to left has 
remodelled open fireplace with late C19 
cast-iron door to bread oven; reset C17 

plank door to room on 
right, which has C17 
chamfered joists, and 
C19 plank front to 
fireplace; two C17 A-
frame trusses on first 
floor. 
 
If anyone has any more 
information about the 
history of the pub or 
its inhabitants we 
would love to hear 
from you. 
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Population and Household 
Characteristics 
 
There are approximately 150 houses 
within the village boundary with 
another 16 currently under construction. 
Within the last 6-7 years the village has 
grown by over 50%. The community is 
rapidly moving away from one of 
agricultural employment and is 
becoming a desirable residential area. 
The local council housing stock consists 
of 8 council houses and 11 old people’s 
bungalows. The waiting list is currently 
14 couples. 
 
Residential Development 
 
The map enclosed shows areas within 
the current development boundary 
which have been developed, showing 
the considerable number of housing 
sites still available. The village sewage 
system only has capacity on the west 
side, any planned development would 
need to take this into consideration. 
 
Employment 
 
The major single employer is a light 
engineering factory employing a dozen 
people. The majority of the villagers 
travel out of the village for their 
employment, mainly to Bideford and 
Barnstaple. 
 
There are currently no large buildings 
suitable for conversion to industrial use 
although there is a demand for light 

Character of the Parish 
 
There appears to be a portion missing 
here. 
 
A section of common land in Buckland 
Brewer Parish i.e. Thornhillhead Moor, 
has been designated a site of special 
scientific interest. The Nature 
Conservancy Council has been given 
full support of the Parish Council in 
protecting this large area from intensive 
agricultural use. 
 
Services and Facilities 
 
The commercial services in the village 
consist of a Post Office and Stores, a 
butcher, a public house and a small 
engineering workshop. The services 
provided by these businesses is limited. 
A village hall, which is in regular use 
and a Youth Club, organised by the 
Methodist Church, are the main 
community facilities available to village 
people. There is no permanent playing 
field despite a thriving cricket and 
football club. There are no health 
facilities in the village. The local school 
is currently working at full capacity 
with no foreseeable decrease in 
numbers in the near future. There are 
no public toilets. There are no regular 
police patrols through the village 
despite requests from the Parish 
Council. These requests were made 
following a substantial increase in acts 
of vandalism and reckless driving in the 
village during the past twelve months. 
 

Report Prepared by Buckland Brewer Parish Council Report Prepared by Buckland Brewer Parish Council Report Prepared by Buckland Brewer Parish Council Report Prepared by Buckland Brewer Parish Council     
May 1982 in response to The Torridge Rural Area Local May 1982 in response to The Torridge Rural Area Local May 1982 in response to The Torridge Rural Area Local May 1982 in response to The Torridge Rural Area Local 
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increase in traffic through 
the village following the 
opening of the new 
Torridge bridge, this is 
presumable people from the 
Monkleigh/Frithelstock 
area to Barnstaple. There is 
a serious bottleneck in the 
centre of the village which 
creates both a visibility and 
a passing hazard. 
 
Primary Industries 
 
The majority of the land 
within the area is grade 3. 
 

Opportunities and Potential 
 
The village of Buckland Brewer has 
buildings dated from the 13th century, it 
has a strong village community spirit 
and is in the very fortunate position 
that it has not suffered under the 
property developers’ hand. It has 
neither the infrastructure, the facilities 
nor the road system which allows easy 
penetration from the local larger 
towns. This fortunately has prevented 
any excessive growth rate much to the 
enhancement of the village and the 
quality of life of its inhabitants. 
 
It is rapidly becoming a very desirable 
area with property prices rocketing. 
The overwhelming opinion of the 
Parish Councilors is that anything 
other than a very modest movement of 
the boundary line would only prove 
detrimental to the village community. 
They feel that with having a 50% 
growth rate over recent years and with 
the large undeveloped areas within the 
development boundary there can be no 
case for any major expansion. 
 

industrial premises within the village. 
 
There are no statistics available regarding 
the number of unemployed in Buckland 
Brewer. 
 
Transport and Communication 
Buckland Brewer is fed by minor roads 
for a distance of at least 2 miles. The 
condition of these roads are constantly in 
a poor surface state and are extremely 
narrow causing difficulty for two large 
vehicles to pass in certain places. There 
are no public transport services, there is a 
private bus service to Bideford once every 
Tuesday. 
 
There are no public car parking facilities 
and consequently there is parking on 
both sides of the main thoroughfare 
causing a danger to all motorists, there 
are no parking restrictions in the village. 
Street lamps in the main street are 
inadequate with only _ lights covering 
the entire length of the village, this is 
approximately 700 yards. There is only a 
small section 25% of the main street 
which has pavement on a least one side of 
the road. There has been a noticeable 
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Ashton’s Row in 1982 



The Torridge District Council have agreed to finance six council houses for the 
village. It is essential, we feel, that these are commenced as soon as possible in order 
to provide housing for the younger section of our community. Bearing this in mind 
we would suggest it would be beneficial to all parties concerned to extend the 
boundary to include a field owned by Buckland Brewer Parish Council. Not only 
would this provide the necessary site for the council houses but would also provide 
finance for the Parish Council towards the purchase of a much required playing field. 
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The Village Green in 1982 
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TythecottTythecottTythecottTythecott    
 Uncovering the Village,  Uncovering the Village,  Uncovering the Village,  Uncovering the Village, 

its Properties and its Properties and its Properties and its Properties and 
Residents Part 1Residents Part 1Residents Part 1Residents Part 1    

 
The earliest document we have gained 
access to at the moment is dated 1744 
when  Tythecott (its……Buildings, Barns, 
Stables, Courtlages, Orchards, Gardens, 
Lands, Woods, Ways, Paths, Waters…) 

were sold by a Philip Stapleton and his 
wife Sarah to a Richard Stevens for 
“Thirty Pounds of good money of Great 
Britain”. It would seem that Tythecott 
stayed in the ownership of the Stevens 
family for approximately 200 years as a 
Stevens was still the Landlord in the 
first half of the 1900s. 
 
The main part of the village would have 
consisted of at least seven dwellings – 



Tythecott Cottage, Tythecott Farm, 
Higher Court, Dove Cottage (to be 
confirmed), a property which was 
demolished (these three may have been 
joined together) and Tythecott Hill 
Cottages (Nos. 1 & 2). By 1910 Tythecott 
Hill Cottage was being used as one 
cottage by two generations of the same 
family. It is this cottage and its residents 
that we have been following. An entry 
made in 1910 describes it thus: “2 
cottages of stone cob and thatch, 
occupied as 1 cottage. Ground floor: 
kitchen, back kitchen (2 back houses, 
lean to store cob and thatch). First floor: 
3 bedrooms. Adjoining cottage: Potato 
store, fowls house and pig house, lean to 
store, cob and thatch” (and a further 
entry that is difficult to decipher). 
 
Tythecott Hill Cottage had been 
occupied consistently by the Johns 
family for over 100 years. Our story 
starts with William Johns (born 1787), 
the earliest known resident, an 
agricultural labourer who  married 
Elizabeth  Rediclave of Buckland Brewer 
in 1811.  It is known that by 1841 they 
were living at the cottage, by which time 
they had had seven children, William, 
Bartholomew, Christopher, Joshua, 
James, Mary Jane and Charles, of which 
the last two were aged 9 and 6 and the 
only two left recorded as living at the 
cottage at that time. Joshua and James 
have returned home by 1851 but Mary 
and Charles have left.   
 
However, Charles (born 1834) goes on to 
become a Thatcher and marries Betsy 
Jewel in 1860, and by 1871, with the 
death of his parents in 1865 (mother) 
and 1867 (father) he has taken over the 
tenancy.  They have five children, 
Joshua, Harry, Mary-Jane, John and 
Caleb. 
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It is at this point that we follow the 
lines of Harry (born 1863) and Caleb 
(born 1872) as they remain at 
Tythecott village. Harry, who follows 
his father into becoming a thatcher, 
marries Eva Ann Blight and has two 
children, John (born 1890) and Charles 
(b. 1896). Caleb earns his living as a 
Rabbit Trapper, he marries Catherine 
Agnes Pridham and has five children of 
which only James and John survive. 
Two years after her youngest child’s 
death at approximately 3 or 4 years 
old, Catherine also dies in 1918. 
However, with a young family to bring 
up, Caleb does not linger as a widower 
and marries a Mary Jane Lane one year 
later in 1919 and they have a further 
four children. 
 
Returning to Harry, with his parents 
still occupying the cottage  on the hill, 
he takes over the tenancy of Tythecott 
Cottage at the far end of the village, 
leaving Caleb, now 18 years old, at 
Tythecott Hill Cottages. Caleb 
continues to live there with his parents 
and then his own family.  
 
Tythecott Hill Cottages were built as 
two uneven sized dwellings. No.1 was 
the larger of the two, not by way of 
accommodation but by room size, and 
No.2 the smaller.  It was No.1 that was 
occupied by the Johns family. No..2  
seems to have been spasmodically 
occupied for short periods only, and it 
was doubtless a relief to the landlord, 
Mr. Stevens, whet the Johns family, 
now well expanded, take over the two 
cottages and live in them as one 
property. 
 
With the onset of war, we know that 
Charles (Harry’s second son) and 
James (Caleb’s first boy) were serving 
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in the army and survived, still being with 
their regiments in 1919. On return from 
the army Charles marries Bertha Brailing 
in 1921, and by 1925 we see them living at 
Higher Court. They are known to still be 
there in 1945. 
 
Caleb continued to live at Tythecott Hill 
Cottage throughout his life, and the last 
known record is of him being there  in an 
electoral roll of 1951. However, he comes 
to a very unfortunate end in that he is 
found by the 4 year old son of the farmer 
at Tythecott Farm. Caleb had drowned in 
a village well – it was thought he had 
committed suicide.   
 
What happened to the two branches of 
the Johns family from hereafter is, as yet, 
unknown, although one of Caleb’s 
children, then  likely to be in his late 80s 
or early 90s, came to visit Tythecott Hill 
Cottage as he wanted to see the home he 
had lived in as a child before his death.  

It is unfortunate that the then owners of 
the cottage (Mr. & Mrs. Court) were just 
going out for an appointment when 
Caleb’s son arrived (quite by surprise) 
and they were unable to spend a great 
deal of time with him, as so much could 
have been learnt from him and passed 
on as village history. 
 
With the demise of Caleb, a Harold 
Hardings takes over occupation later in 
1951. A pig house was built in the 
paddock opposite the cottage and a 
plaque was created on the wall  marked 
as “ RH  FM  1956”  Was one of these a 
relative of Harold Hardings, or simply 
the initials of those who built it. By 1963 
William and Rosina Hastings have taken 
up residence.  It must have been 
between the latter years of Caleb or 
during the time of Hardings or Hastings 
time that the inglenook and bread over 
were bricked over in the smaller cottage 
and the walls and simple beamed ceiling 

Tythecott Hill Cottages 



 covered over with dry lining.  At some time prior to 1965 a Mr. G.H.Meaton has taken 
ownership of the cottage.  On an architect’s plan showing “improvements” to the 
cottage, the wall covering up the old fire hole is shown as already existing. Twenty or 
more years later David and Sylvia Court take over the cottage and it is at this point 
that the inglenook is discovered and the false wall  taken down. They also made a 
great difference to the outside, creating an attractive garden from an area which had 
mostly been down to growing vines, with the paddock occupied by a collection of 
hutches for an assortment of small animals.  It was interesting to find out that while 
working on the land, the Courts kept digging up traps, possibly the residue of Caleb’s 
job as a Rabbit Trapper.  In 2005 the cottage was purchased by myself, bringing the 
storey up-to-date. There is still some dry lining to come down and various upgrading 
works to be carried out, but Tythecott Hill Cottage still exists and is in good heart. 
 
There is still so much more to find out about the other homes and their occupiers 
that made up Tythecott in the past. Little bits of interest here, and lots of gaps for 
needed information there, and so the investigation carries on leaving a story for 
another day…….   
 

Christine Rutter    
 

 
The Johns Family of Tythecott 

William 
JOHNS 

c. 1787-1867 

William JOHNS c. 1813 
Bartholomew JOHNS c. 1818 
Christopher JOHNS c. 1820 
Joshua JOHNS c. 1824 
James JOHNS c. 1827 
Mary Jane JOHNS c. 1831 

Betsy 
JEWELL 

 

Eva Anne 
BLIGHT 
c. 1867 

Caleb 
JOHNS 

c. 1872-1956 
Rabbit 

Trapper 

Harry 
JOHNS 
c. 1863 
Thatcher 

Joshua JOHNS c. 1861 
Mary Jane JOHNS c. 1866 
John JOHNS c. 1867 

married 1811 
Buckland 

Brewer 

Charles 
JOHNS 

c. 1834-1867 
Thatcher 

Elizabeth 
REDICLEVE 
c. 1790-1865 

married 
1860 

Catherine 
Agnes 

PRIDHAM 
c. 1879-1918 

married married 

married 
1919 

Mary Jane 
LANE 
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Book ReviewBook ReviewBook ReviewBook Review    
 

Putting Your Ancestors in their Place:Putting Your Ancestors in their Place:Putting Your Ancestors in their Place:Putting Your Ancestors in their Place:    
a guide to one place studies a guide to one place studies a guide to one place studies a guide to one place studies     

 

A One Place Study involves dissecting a small, 
definable, geographical area, to examine the 
individuals, buildings and processes of the past, in 
as much detail as possible. Our ancestors did not 
live in isolation. Family historians often focus on 
the nuclear family. Local historians might concern 
themselves with events, buildings and famous 
residents. To better understand our ancestors, they 
need to be ‘put in their place’ by investigating the 
community of which they were a part. To bring the 
history of a locality to life, it should be populated 
with ordinary people. A One Place Study brings 
family and local history together, to the benefit of 
both fields. 
 

Ranging from how to choose your place, through 
locating sources, collating and interpreting your data, to publishing your findings; this 
book is suitable for experienced researchers as well as those new to One Place Studies. 
Elements that a One Place Study might incorporate and sources that could be used, are 
explained. Although sources are described, it is not primarily about the sources 
themselves. The emphasis is on how these records might be used and over thirty mini-
projects for the one place researcher are suggested. Although the sources described apply 
primarily to One Place Studies in England and Wales, many of the techniques and 
suggestions are relevant to those whose places are elsewhere. 
 

There are so few books dedicated to the subject of One Place Studies therefore this is a 
very welcomed addition to the genealogical and local history arena. The book is an 
essential guide for those interested in the places of our ancestors or of a community. 
 

The book itself is divided into three distinct sections, setting the scene, sources and the 
final section is pulling the data all together. At the end of each chapter there is further 
reading and of course many website addresses are presented so that you can explore as you 
read. There are also projects that can be undertaken as you read. I particularly like this 
idea, as it enables you to look at your place and community, layer by layer, by person and 
surname and understand how the individuals were related to their community. I 
personally recommend this thoroughly researched and comprehensive guide to anyone 
who has an interest in understanding the places in which their ancestors lived. 
 

96 pages £7.95, £10 including UK p&p, £14.50 including air mail postage to USA or Canada, 
£14.70 including air mail postage to Australia or New Zealand. Available from Buckland 
Brewer History Group. 
 

Julie Goucher 
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∼♦∼    
Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us    

 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland Brewer, 
Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated regularly, so 
keep checking back. http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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We are grateful to Hartland Archives 
for this copy of a letter, written By 
Mark, Lord Rolle, in 1879, concerning 
repairs to St Mary and St. Benedict 
Church in Buckland Brewer. 


