
Thank you very much for renewing 
your subscription to Buckland 
Brewer History Group. We are very 
grateful for your continued 
support. We would also like to 
welcome several new members. 
 
In December, Dr Paul Bangay 
entertained us with the story of his 
ancestor ‘The Dapper Little 
Banker’. He had completed an 
impressive amount of research into 
the life of Rowland Stephenson. 
 
Following the fun and historical 
games of our December meeting, 
we had a very successful members’ 
evening in January. Six members 
contributed  presentations on a 
range of very different topics and 
various documents were on display. 
We were also able to announce that 
the survey of Hembury Hill Fort 
had been completed, thanks to a 
dedicated team of volunteers. 
 
We shall be launching a new 
project at our March meeting. 
Using a variety of resources, we will 
be trying to research features of 
Buckland’s landscape as it appeared 
many centuries ago. Initially, we 
shall use LIDAR data to identify 
man-made structures that may no 
longer be visible to the naked eye. 
These might be anything from field 
boundaries and agricultural 
buildings, to ancient burial 
mounds. Anyone wishing to take 
part in this project is welcome to 
come to a workshop on 24th March 
at 7.30pm in the Church 
Schoolroom, when we shall be 
putting the techniques into 

practice, under the guidance of Tony 
Gist.  
 
We have purchased a digital copy of 
the Tithe Map for Buckland Brewer 
for society use. The images do have 
very strict copyright restrictions but 
members are welcome to arrange to 
view the disc in person. This map 
will be very useful for comparing 
with the LIDAR data that we will be 
using for our mapping project. 
 
Some new material has been 
uploaded to  the website in the last 
few weeks; we recommend checking 
back to keep up to date. We have 
begun to catalogue our photograph 
collection and list these on the 
website. Some of the images have 
copyright restrictions but others are 
available for us to pass on copies to 
members. We are also gradually 
adding new biographies of Buckland 
residents under the ‘People’ tab. 
 
One of our new webpages is for our 
‘Virtual Museum’. We are 
establishing a collection of pictures 
of artefacts, relating to the parish, 
that are kept in private hands. A few 
pictures of items have already been 
loaded on to our website. Take a look 
a t  h t t p s : / /
b u c k l a n d b r e w e r h i s t o r y g r o u p .
wordpress.com/virtual-museum/. 
We would like to add to this if 
possible; please help if you can. 
Digital copies of pictures of items, 
together with short descriptions, 
should be emailed to us at 
bucklandbrewerhistorygroup@hotm
ail.co.uk.  

 Latest News 
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Parson Dredge  

by Adam Joseph Jewell 
 
Continuing Adam Joseph Jewell’s memories 
of John Ingle Dredge. 
 
The mother quickly got well but not the 
father. He came home from hospital and as 
October drifted into November, his lung 
infection healed. Unfortunately a relapse 
set in and one of the most dreadful 
afflictions of those days, bronchial 
pneumonia, supervened. The family doctor 
struggled hard. He was a good friend of the 
family and finally confessed the patient 
must die. “Call at  the vicarage as you pass” 
the mother said. This good man did. 
 
As you have probably guessed, the elder lad 
in all this, now in his thirteenth year, was 
myself. I have to mention this because what 
follows I witnessed and was body and soul 
caught up in it, at the most impressionable 
period of one’s life. Excepting the patient, 
there were three watching and waiting that 
night. Mother, my sister aged eleven and 
myself. I can describe that night though full 
sixty six years ago (t’was the year 1891) as 
accurately in detail as if it happened a week 
ago. 
 
Yes the doctor called at the vicarage and it 
was Parson Dredge who took charge from 
that moment. “I can’t accept your opinion,” 
he said to Doctor Thompson, “it is far too 
grave a matter.” He is a young man, only 
thirty-five. He is a good man in every way, 
has six children and a wonderful mother for 
them as a wife. You must hurry away at 
once and engage a specialist and with him 
gallop back for a final test. Then we will 

know everything humanly possible has 
been done. But the family must never know 
the charge, that will be my concern.” The 
doctor obeyed with all possible speed. That 
was why at midnight a horse galloped to 
the door and from the trap came two smart 
men, quietly through among us. Mother, 
greatly surprised, saw them upstairs. But 
the result was only to confirm the first 
opinion: the patient was sinking fast. 
Within a few moments the door again 
quietly opened and in stole our good angel 
Parson Dredge. He went straight to 
mother, gently took from her a poultice she 
was about to take to the sick man, placed it 
on the table and said, “Sarah, this has tried, 
you have tried, so have the doctors. Fred is 
beyond anything possible to flesh and 
blood. We will join now in handing him 
over to God and beg Him to hand him back 
to you, the children, to his minister and to 
this world. I’m going up to him. Give us 
undisturbed peace unless I call you. I am 
giving Fred these hands and my love and 
God my faith. I am going to pray I may be 
the channel through which God’s healing 
grace may join my strength and so turn the 
tide in a good man’s battle for life.  Rest the 
pain of your broken heart in the love of 
God while I am away, Do not worry about 
words. Just hold on to God and if what we 
pray for is not His will, we must be 
content.” And turning to my sister and self 
he whispered, “God is here, filling the 
home, pray too just as if you were pleading 
for something from your father.” 
 
With that, he carefully warmed his hands 
by the fire, wrapped them in his shawl and 
was gone. For hour after hour, under the 
unconscious cries characteristic of that 
dread disease in its final stages, we heard 
the low tones of the righteous man of God 
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praying, wrestling for a life. Towards morning 
the cries gradually trailed away into silence. 
We knew for good or ill the  conflict was over. 
Soon the creaking stairs signalled our 
minister’s approach. I have never seen such a 
spectacle of utter physical exhaustion but his 
face was radiant and we knew! With the help 
of choking, hysterical mother who flew to his 
assistance, he tottered to the fireside. He fell 
on his knees in silent prayer and we each with 
him. That quietness saved an outburst of 
torrential emotion. Then he looked up at 
mother and whispered, “Fred will live the 
fever has gone. He is sleeping like a child and 
no matter for how long, do not disturb him.” 
We now said softly and together the 
Doxology and after raising his hands and 
making a blessing on the house, made to go. 
But practical mother took him, made him 
comfortable for a while on the couch while 
she made a cup of tea. In the meantime my 
sister and I were stolen away to bed and well 
before sleep soothed our shattered senses we 
heard that wonderful son of the Most High 

stealing up the rough road 
just before the curious 
villagers were awake.  
 
During the next three weeks 
father’s recovery was as sure 
as rapid and well before 
Christmas was back again at 
his bench. All this has been 
heavy stuff. Surely there are 
lighter touches here and 
there in my simple record of 
Parson Dredge’s life. There 
are many and at the very 
short remaining time at my 
disposal I will try to recount 
just a few. He could be as gay 

as serious. No host in the parish could be 
more hospitable or possessed of a richer 
humour. 
 
I remember one bitter winter Sunday he 
startled his congregation by inviting it 
with the choir to take supper with him the 
following evening. We forgot the perishing 
cold in our merriment. The entire 
congregation consisted of Churchwarden 
Harris and the choir, father and myself—
three in all! It was a famous supper marred 
by one important defect: Mistress Dredge 
whispered to father upon the clearing of 
the table that “Adam had better go home 
to bed.” I am sure if he dared resist her I 
might have stayed but with one of his 
quizzical smiling “goodnights” I saw the 
end of one of my most memorable 
evenings. 
 

To be continued  
 
With grateful thanks to Helen, Hilary and 
Florence for allowing their ancestor’s 
writing to be published. 

The Vicarage at the time of Parson Dredge’s 
incumbency 
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Buckland Emigrants— 

The  Quance Family 
 

In 1841, William Quance and Mary Hooper, 
or Hopper, were both working as servants 
for William Reed at Holwell Farm in 
Buckland Brewer. Of course Holwell Farm 
and William Reed were both central to the 
Bible Christian story. William Quance 
variously gives his birthplace as Shebbear 
and Newton St Petrock but his marriage 
and death records make it clear that he was 
baptised as William Jeffery Quance, son of 
Richard and Mary Quance née Saunders, 
on 6 December 1810 at Newton St Petrock. 
On 2 August 1843 William Quance and 
Mary Hopper married at Shebbear, where 
both claimed to be living at the time. Both 
were able to sign the register and it is likely 
that they had received an education at a 
Bible Christian Sunday School. They set up 
home at Tithecott in Buckland Brewer, 
close to Thornhillhead Bible Christian 
Chapel.  
 
William and Mary had five children, all of 
whom were born in Buckland Brewer. 
William, the eldest, was born on 21 April 
1844, followed by Mary Ann in 1846, John 
Henry in 1848 and Elizabeth Jane in 1851. 
Noah, the youngest of William and Mary 
Quance’s five children, was born on 20 
September 1855. There had been other 
Quances in Buckland Brewer previously. 
Yet another William Quance, uncle to 
William Jeffery Quance, had been at East 
Hele in the 1830s.  
 
In 1859, William Jeffery Quance was 
involved in a dispute at Bideford County 
Court. He was suing John Prowse, a farmer 
from Buckland, whom he claimed had only 
paid 18 shillings for boots and shoes worth 
£1 3s. It was Prowse’s opinion that he had 

been overcharged. Independent 
witnesses valued the goods at 21s 6d and 
20s 6d. The court decided that the shoes 
were worth a guinea and therefore that 
Prowse should pay another 3s. The 
parties were to pay half the costs each. 
 
During the 1860s, the family moved to 
David’s Hill in Bulkworthy; both William 
and Noah became shoemakers, like their 
father. William junior is mentioned, in a 
press report of 1868, for preaching and 
rendering a bass solo in Holsworthy Bible 
Christian Chapel, at the service of 
dedication for their new harmonium.  
 
The following year, William junior, 
emigrated to Dereham, Oxford County, 
Ontario whereupon he was taken on 

Reverend William Quance 



 
 
 
 

 

probation for the Bible Christian ministry. 
William was not the first member of the 
family to move to Canada. His maternal aunt, 
Jane Hopper, was living in Baltimore, 
Hamilton Township, Northumberland 
County, in what is now Ontario, with her 
husband Robert Harstone, as early as 1850. 
Baltimore was less than ten miles from Port 
Hope, so Jane had moved to an area that was 
very popular with North Devonians, 
particularly those affiliated to the Bible 
Christian Church. Jane appears to have 
emigrated as an unmarried woman so it is 
likely that she traveled with members of her 
extended family, who have yet to be 
identified. Robert Harstone was not a Bible 
Christian, he had been born in Scotland and 
was a Presbyterian. He was the founder of 
Baltimore’s first Sunday School and also ran a 

Western Times 26 July 1880  

shop and tailor’s business in Baltimore. 
 
On 11 June 1874 William married Cideli 
Lake, from Taunton, in Dereham, 
Oxfordshire, Ontario and they had four 
sons. In 1879, William paid a visit home 
to his parents in Bulkworthy, bringing 
with him eight potatoes. This was 
deemed worthy of reporting in the 
Western Times. William died on 18 May 
1923 in London, Middlesex, Ontario and 
was buried at Woodland Cemetery.  
 
John Henry Quance was born in 1848 and 
in the 1861 census, was living with his 
paternal grandparents at Coombe Farm in 
Newton St Petrock. It is likely that he 
emigrated with William, as he can’t be 
found in the 1871 UK census and by 1881, 
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he was living in Delaware, Middlesex County, 
Ontario. He married Elizabeth Pardy and 
they had a short lived son in 1881. John 
himself died at the age of thirty three in 1882 
and is buried in Clipperton Cemetery, 
Middlesex County, as is his son. At some 
point, the younger Quance daughter, Jane, 
also went to Canada, possibly accompanying 
her younger brother Noah. In 1871, she was at 
East Eckworthy in Buckland Brewer, as a 
servant to Robert Tucker and she died 
unmarried in Toronto, in 1880. It is likely 
that the fifth sibling, Mary Ann, remained in 
the UK and also died young. 
 
Noah was to follow his aunt and brother to 
Canada in 1875. It is not known where Noah 
received his early schooling; anything 
beyond a Sunday School education seems 
unlikely. Once in Canada however Noah 
became a student in Toronto, acquired both 
a B.A. and an M.A. and took up a post as a 
teacher of modern languages at the 
prestigious St Thomas’ Collegiate Institute in 
Elgin. Noah appears not to have shared his 
brother’s choice of religious denomination, 
as he is listed as a Presbyterian whilst a 
student in 1881. He may have been attending 
the Presbyterian ‘Knox College’ in Toronto. 
In 1894, Noah married his cousin Mary 
Euphemia Harstone. The Harstones were 
also Presbyterians and both Noah and his 
wife are listed as such in the 1901 census.  
 
Noah went on to become principal of St. 
Thomas’ Collegiate Institute and in 1901, was 
earning $1500 a year. Mary Euphemia died in 
1906 of ‘nervous debility at the change of life 
and meningitis’. 
 
Noah resigned his post in 1910, following two 
debates about his suitability for the role, in 
which he just managed to secure the support 

of the majority of the trustees. A report in 
the Western Times of 20 April 1917 mentions 
both Noah and William. Captain N H 
McGellivray, Captain to the Canadian 
contingent, was preaching at Holsworthy 
United Methodist church. Captain 
McGellivray’s home congregation was in St. 
Thomas’, Ontario, where Noah was a 
member. He described Noah as a professor 
at St Thomas’ College. So it seems that 
Noah’s resignation only applied to his role as 
principal and that he remained as a 
professor. McGellivray also mentioned Rev. 
W. Quance and his participation in the 
chapel life at Haytown, Bulkworthy, where 
he was ‘a noted tenor in Ridge’s choir’. 
Perhaps his voice had altered since his bass 
solo in 1868! 
 
Although William Quance’s emigration was 
part of the Bible Christians’ evangelising 
mission, Noah’s experience was rather 
different. Knowledge of Noah’s life between 
his arrival in Canada, in 1875 and his time as 
a student in Toronto is not available but 
would be revealing. In later life, both Noah 
and William lived in London Township, yet 
Noah’s adoption of the Presbyterian outlook 
might suggest that he had spent time with 
his aunt and her husband, rather than 
William, following his emigration. It is 
extremely unlikely that Noah was a 
Presbyterian prior to leaving England. Noah 
certainly maintained contact with his 
brother, as, in the 1901 census, Noah has his 
nephew, William’s son Edgar, living with 
him. Noah’s emigration formed part of a 
family chain; one that may well have begun 
through links to the Bible Christian faith. 
Unlike many other Bible Christians however 
Noah did not maintain a connection to this 
denomination. As a shoemaker when he left 
England, Noah did not enjoy any particular 



 
 
 

 

 

World War 1 Day 
 
At  the end of January, we held our first 
workshop for those helping to research the 
world war one servicemen from Buckland 
Brewer. A dozen people took part at some 
point during the day and the hardy 
amongst us braved the, rather chilly, 

schoolroom for the whole day.  
We gained a new volunteer and four more 
servicemen were claimed for investigation. 
The day began with a short video 
presentation from Janet. A first for us was 
that a version of this presentation had been 
pre-recorded and was available for 
downloading online as the live 
presentation began. This can be viewed at 
< < w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=92EZiewRzQA&feature=youtu.be>>. 
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We now have seventeen people helping 
with this research and work has begun 
on thirty three of the eighty one men on 
our list. We are still seeking more 
volunteers. Full details can be found on 
o u r  w e b s i t e  < < h t t p s : / /
bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.
com/data/buckland-at-war/>>. 
 
Dave kindly brought along some 
documents and resource material and 
generously shared the results of his 
many years’ research. He also presented 
a case study of his grandfather Charles 
Vanstone, illustrating the wealth of 
material that might be found.  
 
Volunteers made good progress with 
finding out about their chosen men. We 
discovered those who were invalided out 
due to ill health, those who were 
confined to barracks for disobeying 
orders and those who should appear on 
the war memorial but do not. 
 
Thanks go to Brenda and Lyn for the 
warming soup. This was much needed 
as, on the coldest day of the winter so 
far, the schoolroom heaters weren’t 
quite man enough. All agreed that we 
had enjoyed the day but that the next 
one would be when the weather was 
warmer! 
 

Volunteers at Work 

status. How he managed to acquire the 
necessary learning to achieve the rank of 
principal of a college is a matter for 
speculation. It could well be that his uncle by 
marriage, Robert Harstone, was influential in 
this respect. Robert had almost certainly been 
a teacher, in his native Argyllshire, prior to 

emigration. Although family, rather than 
faith or the possibility of acquiring a large 
land holding, seems to have been the major 
factor in Noah’s emigration, it must be 
remembered that, for the family members 
who preceded him, faith was key.  
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 
The Parish of Buckland Brewer Part 1 
continued:- 
 
A Terrier for the Vicarage of Buckland 
Bruer and the two Chappels, one of which 
is called East Putford and the other 
Bulkworthy.  
 
1. The Vicarage house is builded with 
mudd walls covered partly with thatch 
and partly with healing stones. It consists 
of five under rooms, a parlour flored with 
lyme ashes, the walls inside plaistered; the 
kitchen floared with earth, the walls on 
the within side plaistered; one cellar, one 
dairy and one brewhouse, all floored with 
earth. Over these rooms are four 
chambers and over the porch one studdy, 
all plaistered. The outhouses are one barn 
of two bays and one stable of one bay, 
both covered with thatch. 
 
2. The glebe consists of two fields, 
containing nine acres, bounded towards 
the east and north by ye highway, on the 
west by Bartin Moor, on ye south by a 
small meadow. The homestall is a garden 
before the house, fenced from the 
highway partly with a wall and partly with 
an hedge. Behind the house one small 
court. In the churchyard are growing 

twenty ash trees and tow oak trees, most 
of them young trees. 
 
3. The third article hath no concern in the 
home parish. 
 
4. The surplice fees are—for every grown 
person twopence at Easter, for churching 
women sixpence, for burials one shilling, 
for marriages, for the most part, half a 
crown, for mortuaries, as the law decides. 
 
5. Wood and all manner of tythes are due 
in kind in ye home parish and the two 
chappells, to ye vicar corn and grain only 
excepted but at present litigated upon a 
pretence of a composition in money for 
the several estates made by some former 
incumbent not amounting to half of ye 
value. 
 
6. The furniture of ye church is one 
surplice, one silk-wrought pulpit cloth, 
one velvet cushion for the pulpit. In the 
tower four bells. In the vestry, two chests, 
one bound with iron. For the 
Communion table, one velvet cloth, a 
velvet cushion, one Holland cloth, one 
silver flaggon, in weight forty six ounces, 
the inscription ‘The guift of Joseph Davie 
Esq.’, one silver chalice with a cover, 
weight twelve ounces, one silver patent, 
weight nine ounces, one pewter dish to 
receive alms. In the Chapel of East 
Putford one Holland cloth for the 
Communion table, one silver challice 
with a cover, weight seven ounces, a 
wood tower and two small bells, In 
Bulkworthy Chappell one silver challis 
with a cover, weight eleven ounces, one 
Holland cloth for the Communion table, 
a wood tower and three bells. 
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7. Given towards ye repair of East Putford 
Chappel an estate of lands value two 
pounds every year, the writings in the 
hands of Mr Abraham Barnefield. 
 
8. The parish of Buckland Bruer charged 
with ye repair of edifices and churchyard 
fences, 
 
9. The Clark chosen by the Vicar, his wages 
eighteen shillings and for keeping the bells 
six shillings, both sums paid by the 
Churchwarden. There is no sexton. One 
Churchwarden chosen by the Vicar. 
 

Richard Mervyn Vicar 
 

Indorsed Buckland Brewer Terrier. Apud 
Torrington Magnum 15 die May 1727. 
 
Then received this Terrier Rev. Mr Mervyn, 
Vicar IBM., per me Geo. Horwood, Regry. 
Deptum. 
 
Extracted from the principal registry of the 
Lord Bishop of Exeter the twenty first day 
of November, in the year of our Lord 1834. 
Ralph Barnes Depy. Regr. 
Mr Barnes charged 20s for the copy. 
 

Communion Plate 
 

1. Large silver flagon 13 inches high and 9½ 
inches wide at the base Ins domum Josephi 
Davie de Orleigh com. Devon. Armigeri 
sacrilega quadam vi cum sacris aliis 
surreptum vasis ann. dom. 1767, sed 
refectum et a Johannis Davie, armigeri 
impensis refectum, anno dom. 1768” Weight 
42 oz. 16 dwt. 
 
2. Chalice silver 8 inches high Ins Deo & 
Ecclesiae. 
3. Paten silver 8 inches in diameter I.H.S. 

all marked alike. 
 
The tradition in the village is that one 
Hockaday of the parish of Frithelstock was 
the thief. That failing in his attempt to melt 
down the plate, it led to his discovery and 
that he was hung for the offence. 
 
Date of  Royal Arms in the Church “1755”. 
The cost from the Churchwarden’s accounts 
1755 was £5 12s. 
 
“Bequest Miss Hester Turner of  Bristol, who 
died Oct 25 1788 bequeathed the sum of £100, 
which invested in the 8 per cent consols in the 
names of  Rev. Chas. Davie, Mr John Caddy. 
John Lee Hanning Esq., Mr Edm. Herring 
Caddy, surgeon; the annual interest 
amounting to £3 18s 8d, to be distributed every 
Christmas among the poor.”  (On a tablet in 
the Church, dated 1823). 
 

Vicars 
 

Thomas Lendon ob. 1611 and buried at B.B. 
Dec. 21 I conclude that his wife’s Christian 
name was Ebbots buried at B.B. 1641 and that 
they had at least nine children viz: 
1. William = Johanna _ , who had issue—John 
bap. 1607, Margaret bap. 1609 ob. 1638. 
2. John Rev. = Agnes Gyngar of 
Marhamchurch Oct. 5 1607. Issue—Thomas 
bap. 1608, Maria and Alicia twins bap. 1610. 
3. Alicia ob. 1640—John Meddon Nov. 5 1605 
ob. 1639. Issue - Katherine bap. and ob. 1615, 
Tamasuma bap. 1616, John 1619, Katherine 
1621, Elizabeth 1624. 
4. Ebota = Anthony Creder March 17 1607. 
5. Maria = John Turner July 19 1608. 
6. Katherine—John Tytherley May 1 1615. 
7. Thomas ob. 1672—Mary Johnes July 29 
1616. Issue—Margaret bap. 1617, Katherine 
bap. 1619, William bap, 1620 ob. 1621, Edward 
bap. 1622 ob. 1650, Mary bap. 1624. 



  
 
 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 

18 February 2015 Oakum and Stones, Bread and Water: responses to vagrancy in South 
West England 1800-1918 — Brian O’Leary  
 

18 March 2015 Archaeological Aerial Reconnaissance — Tony Gist   
 
24 March 2015 Workshop—Mapping Buckland—a chance to identify man-made 
features of Buckland’s past 7.30pm Church Schoolroom 
 

15 April 2015 Fever: a story from a Devon churchyard – Liz Shakespeare 
 

20 May 2015 Tribunals of World War 1 Peter Christie 
 
17 June 2015 Outing to Orleigh Court 
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8. Richard = Mary Butler Feb 14 1617. Issue—
Baltalser bap, 1622 ob. 1623, Mary bap. 1622, 
Elizabeth ob. 1622. 
9. Elizabeth = William Hill Jan 20 1639. 
 
Thomas Downe appears to have succeeded 
Thomas Lendon. 
 
I find these entries:- 
1614 Anthony and Marke gemini the sonnes 
of Thomas Downe, Vicar of Buckland and 
Susan his wife, bap. (on Easter day being) 
April 24th. In the margin this note—Nati the 
Saturno viz. 16 Aprilis int horas 9 & 11 ante-
meridian. 
1616 Grace filia Thomas Downe clici & 
Susanna uxoris bap. Junij 5. Marginal note 
At nata die Sto int. horas 7 & 8 post meridie. 
Et sepulta fuit Strattoniae Septeb., 1617. 
 
He had an elder son Thomas M.A. (? of 
C am. )  “ a  d i l ig e nt  an d u sefu l 
preacher” (Calamy’s Account 1713 p. 219), 
who was presented to St. Edmund’s, Exon. 
By the Corporation, August 11 1657. He also 
had with this the parish of St. Mary Steps. 

Was ejected for Nonconformity in 1662. 
He had two daughters—one married to 
Rev. Francis Whiddon of Totnes; the other 
Ann to Rev. John Flavel of Dartmouth. 
 
Thomas Downe died at Exeter c. 1665. 
Anthony the elder of the twins became 
vicar of Northam from which living he was 
ejected for Nonconformity in 1662. He 
died at Exeter c. 1693. Mark M.A. (? of 
Cam.) the younger brother, was elected 
City Chaplain by the Corporation of Exon  
Sep. 2 1642. Presented by them to St. 
Petrock, Exon. Aug. 11 1657 (Oliver’s His. 
Exon. 114-121). Ejected in 1662 and died at 
Exeter Oct. 1680. 
 
(Query, was the Vicar of B.B. a brother of 
John Downe, Rector of Instow? I suppose 
that he continued here until 1625 when 
there is a change in the writing in the 
register and as in 1626-7 is this entry 
“George Dacye was buried February 22nd.” 
I place as his successor.) 

Marland 



 
In the News—Christmas in Buckland 

 
Past residents of Buckland Brewer have celebrated Christmas in various ways. The Exeter and 
Plymouth Gazette of 13 January 1871 (p. 8 col. d) tells us that, “On the Friday before Christmas 
Day J C Moore-Stevens esq. distributed a hundred shilling loaves and a quantity of mutton to 
the poor of Buckland Brewer.” One hundred loaves suggests that there were significant 
numbers of ‘poor’ in the parish.  

 
 
 
In 1904, the Western Times 
highlighted the effects of 
revelry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wartime party was also reported in 
the local press. 
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Western Times 30 December 1904 p. 2 col. b. 

Western Times  
29 January 1943 p. 4 col. c 



  
 
 

 

∼♦∼ 
Contact Us 

 
By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland Brewer, Bideford, 
Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated regularly, so keep 
checking back. http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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Hembury Iron Age Hillfort 

Survey 
 
We are very pleased to report that the survey 
of Hembury Hillfort is now complete and our 
findings ~ perhaps more accurately termed, 
‘measurements’ ~ have been forwarded to the 
Archaeology Department at Oxford 
University, to be included in The Atlas of 
Hillforts in Britain and Ireland.  
 
Members may recall that this project was 
initiated following a group visit to Hembury 
in June of last year. During that visit Keith 
Hughes of Weare Giffard History Group 
offered his observations on the site and 
related how he and his group had completed 
a survey of Berry Castle hillfort for the Atlas. 
He encouraged us to survey Hembury and 
helped us to formulate some ideas. We were 
then joined by Tony Gist whose experience as 
an archaeologist made him an obvious choice 
for project leader and we put out an appeal 
for History Group members to come along 
and help with the measuring. With the 
blessing and cooperation of the property 
owners, Mr and Mrs Goodburn, we made a 
total of nine trips to the site, each visit lasting 
approximately two-and-a-half hours and were 
fortunate to have a willing workforce of nine 
people on which to draw so that we could 
usually rely on having four or five pairs of 
hands (and feet!) for any one visit.  

In order to complete the survey by providing 
all the information required by Oxford 
University we measured the surface area of 
the site; its perimeter, and the height and 
width of the ramparts as well as the distance 
between them. Thanks to Bob Shrigley of 
the North Devon Archaeological Society we 
were able to borrow ranging poles, pegs and 
measuring tapes and Tony supplied a GPS 
reader and prismatic compasses. Tony also 
made sense of all the data and produced 
diagrams to support the final report, which 
comprised responses to the Oxford 
University questionnaire. We’ve since 
received thanks from the University for our 
results which they describe as ‘tantalising’ so 
perhaps these experts can see scope for 
further research although that isn’t part of 
our plans at the moment. 
 

Lyn Layton 

Reprint of  The History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

Thanks to the hard work of Chris Layton, 
ably assisted by Lyn, we hope to have 
reprints of W H Rogers’ book about the 
history of Buckland Brewer available for 
purchase in the near future. 
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