
Welcome to our November 
newsletter. This is the issue where 
we send good wishes to all 
members for Christmas and 2016. 
It is also time to remind you that 
2016 subscriptions are due soon. 
Payments can be made at 
meetings, by post, or via the 
website Parish Chest <<http://
www.parishchest.com/>>; you 
can find us under ‘Family History 
Societies’, or follow the link on 
our own website. Renewal forms 
can also be downloaded on our 
webs i te  under  ‘ Soc ie ty 
Information’ and ‘Membership’. 
 

Sadly, this quarter three of our 
members have passed away. We 
send our sympathies to their 
families. Christine Schofield, with 
her husband George, was a 
regular attendee at our meetings 
and an active participant in our 
Hill Fort project. Keith Hampson, 
was another keen local researcher 
and an article by Keith, which 
appears on page 11, is included in 
this newsletter with the kind 
permission of his wife, Carol. 
Wendy Pedlar also attended 
meetings and outings with her 

husband Roy. Wendy was always 
enthusiastic, despite debilitating 
illness and even provided 
refreshments for our Christmas 
celebrations that she was too 
unwell to attend. We shall miss 
them all. 
 

Our reprint of Marland’s history 
of Buckland Brewer (page 6) has 
reached the history of what he 
calls ‘Orlegh’. This is of particular 
interest following our summer 
visit. 
 

January 20th is our Members’ 
Evening. We are looking for offers 
of 5-10 minute contributions. This 
is an opportunity to share some 
items of historical interest.  Come 
and tell us about some research 
you have been doing, or bring an 
heirloom and ‘show and tell’. 
Contributions for future 
newsletters are also welcome. 
 

We hope to see as many of you as 
possible at our AGM on 18 
November, when David Blight 
will be entertaining us with news 
of his Buckland Brewer historical 
research. Don’t forget we are in 
the Village Hall for this meeting. 

 Latest News 
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Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland 
Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated 
regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 



 
 
 

 

 

In 1907, restoration was carried out under 
the direction of architect Edmund 
Sedding; fortunately this was sympathetic 
to the Tudor origins of the building. 
Facilities were also added so that it could 
resume its role as a village hall. In 1961, 
the building attracted a grade 1 listing but 
lack of funds was a stumbling block. In 
the twenty-first century, a Heritage 
Lottery grant provided the opportunity 
for further restoration and upgrading. 
The result is a usable community space 
that nonetheless retains its historic 
features. In 2012, the Gildhouse won the 
prestigious Europa Nostra Laureate 
Award and was judged to be one of the 
three best entries that year. 
 

Chantrys and Church 

houses 
 
Our recent visit to Poundstock Gildhouse 
or ‘Church house’ prompted me to look a 
little further into these institutions and to 
wonder whether we had one in Buckland 

2 

Members at Poundstock Gildhouse  

Poundstock Gildhouse 
 

In August, members and friends went to 
Poundstock Gildhouse, near Morwenstow 
for a ‘cream supper’, a tour of the 
gildhouse and an explanation of its 
history. All agreed that it was an excellent 
evening and those who have worked on 
the preservation of this very special 
building have done an impressive job.  
 
Church houses such as this were common 
in pre-Reformation times, when 
parishioners were expected to raise money 
for candles for various chapels and the 
general  upkeep of the church. This was 
done by gilds or groups of villagers. These 
were not the same as the better known 
craft gilds. Money was raised by holding 
feasts and church houses provided an 
ideal venue for preparing and consuming 
large quantities of bread and ale. The 
Poundstock house is a very late example 
of these buildings and was in fact begun 
after the Reformation, in the 1540s. The 
ground floor was used for brewing and 
baking and the feast was held upstairs.  
 
When the system of monetary giving 
during services was established the 
money-raising feasts were no longer 
necessary. The building was then used as 
a combined poor house and schoolroom. 
Even after the introduction of Union 
workhouses in 1834, Poundstock 
continued to house their poor in the 
gildhouse, in a similar way to almshouses. 
Unlike many church houses, the one at 
Poundstock managed to escape 
demolition and survive, albeit in a 
decrepit state, into the twentieth century.  



 
 
 

 

Brewer and if so where it was. In addition, 
did we have a chantry in the parish? A 
chantry was an endowment, usually by a 
local wealthy family, which allowed part of 
the parish church, or sometimes a separate 
building, to be used for particular prayers. 
People might leave sums of money in order 
that the chantry priests would say masses, 
or pray for their souls and thus, it was 
believed, lessen their time in purgatory.  
 
A series of chantry certificates date from 
the 1540s. The chantries were surveyed by 
Henry VII in 1545 to ascertain their wealth, 
probably with the intention of dissolving 
them as he had the monasteries. In 1547, 
chantries were abolished by Edward VI, as 
part of the Protestant Reformation and 
another survey of chantries took place at 
that point. Each parish where there was a 
chantry had to provide information about 
the endowments that the chantry received, 
which sometimes included the names of 
donors. They also had to give numbers of 
what were termed ‘housling’ people; 
believed to mean those who were 
communicants. The normal age for 
receiving communion was fourteen and 
these totals have been used as estimates of 
parish populations. There has been much 
disagreement amongst historians as to the 
relationship between the housling figure 
and the population of the parish. Some 
suggest it should be doubled, others use a 
multiplier of 0·75. 
 
Some of the surviving original chantry 
certificates are at The National Archives in 
classes E301 and E302, others are at The 
Guildhall Library. Some have been printed. 

I have n0t yet had a chance to look and 
see if these survive for North Devon. 
The Historical Association have 
published a short guide to these 
records, which is available for purchase 
at http://www.history.org.uk/resources/
general_resource_4020_143.html. 
 
So where might a chirchouse or chantry 
building be in Buckland? The name of 
Chanters Cottage, which is adjacent to 
the village hall, suggests that this may 
have been a chantry building. Could 
this, or an earlier dwelling on this site, 
date back to the sixteenth century? A 
possible chantry then. 
 
What about a chirchouse? Change-in-
Time was a candidate. It is close to the 
church and is mentioned in Derrick 
Seymour’s Cartuleries of Torre Abbey as 
being connected to the church. A plan 
in this book also suggests where the 
required brewery and bake houses 
might have been within this property. A 
lease mentions a building on the village 
green where equipment for the annual 
fair was held and this might have been a 
former chirchouse. Could this be the ‘oil 
and coal house’ attached to Cleverdons? 
It seems not as W H Roger’s book tells 
us that, “The Church House which stood 
on the green outside the Churchyard wall 
was demolished in 1798, and the 
materials sold to various parishioners.” 
So it seems that we did have one but 
that it was demolished over 200 years 
ago. 
 

Janet Few 
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mining is now three rabbits which, 
curiously, appear to have two ears each but 
only three ears can be counted on the 
design.  Gunpowder was also manufactured 
in the mining areas, which was used to blast 
out the rock.  An inn opened in 1845 to serve 
the miners and Warren House Inn can still 
be seen today. The last working mine closed 
in the 1930s but evidence of tin mining 
activity can be seen all over the Moor.  
 
As Paul pointed out, although Dartmoor is 
often lauded as a vast expanse of wild 
moorland it is, in fact, a post-industrial 
landscape with many fascinating tales to 
tell. 
 
Rural History of Buckland Brewer 
This winter, we hope to focus on our work 
on the proposed book about the agricultural 
history of our parish since 1800. If anyone 
has any photographs or information about 
Buckland farms or farming that might form 
part of this book please do get in touch. 
 
2015 Scrapbook 
This is being compiled by the WI with our 
help and is nearing completion. It will 
provide a snapshot of life in the parish 50 
years on from the previous WI scrapbook. 
 
Mapping Project 
There are still some grids available for 
analysis—please get in touch if you can 
help. 
 
World War 1 Servicemen 
There are still a few World War 1 
servicemen awaiting claiming. If you would 
like to volunteer to research one please 
check the website to see who remains to be 
studied.  
<<https: //bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.
wordpress.com/data/buckland-at-war/>>  

Meetings and Projects 
 

A Virtual Walk Round Buckland Brewer in 
1851 
At our September meeting Lyn Layton and 
Gill Willett presented the results of their 
research into Buckland Brewer village as it 
was in 1851.  Gill and Lyn ‘walked’ attendees 
round the village, particularly focusing on 
the trades and occupations of Buckland 
inhabitants.  Lyn explained that the virtual 
walk was dependent on the 1851 census 
enumerator, Joshua Squire, taking a logical 
route around the village ~ by no means an 
established fact, thus some of the findings 
necessarily remained speculative. However, 
the ‘walk’ has since inspired an imaginative 
map of the village, which was drawn by Betty 
Banks; this has proved very popular and a 
number of copies have been sold.  These are 
now available again at a price of £8 plus 
postage. 
 
We are hoping to update the talk and make 
it into a village trail, covering not just the 
year 1851 but other aspects of the history of 
key features of the village. 
 
Dartmoor Tinners 
For the October meeting of BBHG we 
welcomed Paul Rendell who spoke about 
Dartmoor Tinners. Paul’s talk was supported 
by slides, many of which were taken from 
fascinating old photographs as he spoke 
about the industrial history of Dartmoor.  
The main focus of his presentation was the 
tin mining industry which, he explained, 
dates back to the 12th century although it is 
believed that indigenous peoples found 
minerals in the area much earlier than this. 
Other occupations developed alongside the 
mines to service miners’ needs, for example, 
farmers or warreners bred rabbits to provide 
much-needed meat and the symbol of tin 
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William John Littlejohns 
 
On a recent trip to Ypres I visited the 
Tyne Cot cemetery and wanted to find 
the grave of W J Littlejohns as he is on 
the Buckland Brewer War Memorial and 
we have made a study of him in the 
history group. I arrived prepared with his 
grave number as it is set down by the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h  W a r  G r a v e 
Commission - LI. C. 16.  
 
There are 11,956 graves in the cemetery 
so obviously numbering them isn’t easy, 
but it’s also complicated by the use of 
Roman numerals on the burial registers 
and the use of Arabic numerals on the 
grave rows. Anyway once that had been 
established the grave was found and a 
remembrance cross was placed there 
with the message: “Remembered with 
pride in Buckland Brewer”. 
 

Gill Willett 

William John Littlejohns’ 
Memorial at Tyne Cot 

 
William John Littlejohns has proved 
hard to trace and several different 
histories have been suggested for him. 
This is not helped by his adopting the 
additional forename ‘William’ as an 
adult. We now know he was born in 
Abbotsham in 1895, the son of Walter 
James and Malhalah Littlejohns née 
Prouse. He married Jane Glover in 1916, 
at which time he was working on 
Borrough Farm.  His daughter, Dorothy, 
was born in 1917 and she lived with her 
mother in one of the cottages attached 
to the Coach and Horses. William died 
at the 3rd Battle of Ypres on 26th 
October 1917. 

William John Littlejohns’ 
Memorial in Buckland Brewer 

Churchyard  
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 
The Parish of Buckland Brewer Part 3 
continued 
 

Dennis of Orlegh {sic.} 
 
Come we now to Orlegh, one of our old 
North Devon manorial residences, 
through whose woods and over whose 
moors and meadows, a Dennis walked 
and called his own for 18 generations—
just five hundred years. A paragraph from 
Prince, who wrote thus of them nearly 
two hundred years since, tells us 
quaintly— “That this name and family is 
of very great honour and antiquity in this 
country. The most ancient place I can find 
of their residence is Pancraswike, and the 
first of that name was Jellanus, then Raph, 
who held Pancraswike in King Hen. II. 
time (1154-1188). This Raph had issue 
Robert and William. From Wm. 
descended that gentile family of the name 
of Dennis, of Orlegh, which alter a 
continuance there in great esteem and for 
18 descents expired in this present age, in 
two daus. and heirs, married unto Sir 
Thos. Hamson, of co. Bucks, Baronet, and 
Nicholas Glynn of Glynn, in Corn. Esq., 
which hath lately alienated it unto Mr 
John Davie, a rich merchant of the town 

of Bytheford {Bideford}, near 
adjoining.” (of which town Prince was 
curate) p. 289. 
 
Fair girls had come to be its mistresses 
from other old manor houses in Devon 
and Cornwall — Thuborough in 
Sutcombe; Affeton, the old home of the 
Stucleys; Potheredge on the hill tops in 
Merton, the seat from bygone days of 
the Monks; and though last not least, 
old Stowe, where the last of the line 
went and wooed his fair bride, 
Gertrude Granville, from her storm-
swept home on the cliff-path walks on 
the rocky coast of Cornwall. How many 
a love tale could Orlegh tell us—how 
many tears and how many smiles 
which the political history of our 
country had to do. 
 
And my eye and memory rest on a 
score at least of its fair daughters who 
left the sunny slopes of Orlegh for weal 
or woe for the various Franklin homes 
of dear old North Devon, and carried 
the three battleaxes quartering into 
many a banner, now carved in oak in 
various of our churches. 
 
There are few of the old families whose 
bygone history has come under my pen 
for the amusement of my readers, from 
the proud Bassetts downwards, who 
have not welcomed an Orlegh damsel 
into their manors and halls. 
 
Let such memories raise the standard 
of life 0f every Dennis. Whether an 
honest village carpenter now, or the 
tradesman at his desk, or the farmer at 
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his plough, and let them glory in honour 
of their certain ancestors. 
 
I will try to put together an approximate 
pedigree of the family from Pole, 
Westcott, Risdon, Prince and the 
Herald’s College, courting correction 
from any, and then give a few notices 
from the Parish Register which Mr. 
Dredge has been good enough to cull for 
my readers. 
  

Dennis ped. 
 

A Rob. Dennis held half a knight’s fee 
under Tavistock Abbey in Henry I’s time 
(1100-1135). 
Pole mentions Jellanus Dacus, or Dennis, 
as holding lands in Pancrasweek, near 
Holsworthy about this time, as the first 
he had met with. Then next  
 

Raph held it in Hen. II., 1154-1189 = ….. 
I 

Rob. son and heir, of P. 
William of Orlegh 

I 
Jellanus (query, witness to a Coffin deed 
1290) = ….. 
Sir Robert = …. 

I 
Wm. or Walter = …. 

I 
John, 16 Ed. III., 1342 = …. 

I 
Henry = …. 

I 
Ric., a minor in 1361 ? Ob. 1442 = Eliz., 
dau. and h. of  Jeffry Bowhay. Query, 
Bolhay, of Blackborough, a small parish 
six miles from Collumpton, held 
successively by Sir Hugh de B., jure 

uxoris Muriel, dau. Of Geffry de Albamarle, 
1242, failed in fourth generation. Arms—
Arg. On chev. Sa. 3 bezants bet. 3 torteaux. 

I 
John = Joan, dau. and h. of Walter de Esse, 

query, of Theuborough. Arms—Arg. 2 chev. 
sa. 
I 

John—Joan, dau. And h. of Thos. Thorne 
(query, of Thorne in Holsworthy, and 
Philippa, dau. of  Bart. Veil of Malcot). 
Arms—Arg. a fesse gu. bet. 3 lions ramp. sa. 

I 
John, ? one of the trustees in 1472 of the 
Beaumont-Bassett property in their lawsuit. 
= Eleanor, dau. and coh. of Stephen Giffard 
(and Agnes Churchill his second wife) of 
Theuborough, c. Hen. VIII., 1509. Arms—
Sa. 3 fusils in fesse erm. 

I 
Thomas, Roger, Rob., Joan, Eliz., Thamazin, 
Eleanor, Radigund. 
Hen., 5th son of Malcot = …. Vyel of Malcot 
Issue Henry = …. Merifield. 
Anne or Eliz. = Sir John Basset, Sheriff of 
Devon, 16 Hen. VIII., 1525, K.B. on Prince 
Arthur being made Prince of Wales, buried 
at Atherington. She was his first wife. Issue 
a daughter. His second wfe was Honor, dau. 
of Sir Thos. Granville. Their altar tomb and 
brasses remain. 
Kath. = Thos., son and h. of John Hatch, of 
Woolley in Beaford, and Eliz. His wife, dau. 
of Sir Ed. Gorges of Wraxall co. Som. Kath. 
was probably his second wife. His first was 
Alice, dau. of Sir John Bassett—vide Beaford 
N.D.J. July 27 1876. 
Avis or Hawis—Thos. S. and h. of John 
Giffard, of Halsbury, in Parkham, and Joan 
his wife, dau. of Sir John Dabernon of 
Bradford  
also Marya = John Davyls of Batson in 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Marlborough in S. Devon, Totleigh in 
Black Torrington and Little Marland in 
Petrockstowe 
Anne = Patrick Fleming 
Wm. Dennis s. and h. Sheriff of Devon, 6 
Ed. IV., 1467 = Anne dau. of Nic, Stucley of 
Affeton {query, and Alice his wife, dau. Of 
Sir John Wadham}. 
Geo. 
Eliz. = Thomas Giffard, of Yeo, in 
Alwington, Query did their dau. 
Thomasin = Wm. Coffin of Portledge c. 
1450? 
Nicholas Dennis s. and h. of Orlegh = 
Phillippa, dau. Of John Sydenham, of 
Orchard Wyndham, on Som. (query, and 
Cath. his wife, dau. Of Sir Wm. Hody). 

I 
Wm.—Jane Leeke, co. Lincoln. 
Joan = Davy Passalewe. 
Anne = Jas. Passalewe, of Church 
Horwood, extinct 1600. 
Kath, - Ric. Wannell, of Moreton. 
John s. and h. of Orlegh = Dorothy, dau of 
Thos. Monk of Potheridge in Merton 
{query and of Eliz. His second wife, d. of 
John or Thos. Poxwell of Strode or 
Netherbury co.. Dorset) Was Dorothy the 
relict of John Killigrew? 

I 
Phillippa = Wm Schrood, of Blendmoor, 
co. Som. 
Jane = Ric. Dennis of Sussex. 

Kath. 
Christian = Rob. Carey, of Ladford, in 
Shebbear. 
Wm. Dennis s. and h. of Orlegh, ob. June 
1605—Mary eldest of the daughters and 
coheiresses of William Vyel, ob. 1598, of 
Trevorder, and of Jane his wife, dau. of  
Sir John Arundell of Trerice, and Efford 
Manor in Bude. Her third sister, 
Christian, married Sir Nic. Prydeaux, of 
Putford in 1576. Another sister, Eliz., 
married Giles Risdon, of Bablegh 
adjoining. Another sister Grace, was 
mother-in-law of Sir Beville Grenville. 
Arms of Vyel—Arg, fesse raguly gu. Bet 3 
ogresses. 

I 
Anthony s. and h., the last of his line at 
Orlegh, born 1585, died June 19, 1641. = 1, 
Eliz., dau. of Thos. Wise, of Sydenham. 
Issue—one son and two daus., died 
young. = 2, Gertrude, bap. 1597, living 
1641, dau. of Sir Bernard Grenville, sister 
of Sir Beville. Issue 3 daus surviving. 
Mary—Sit Thos. Hampson, Bart. Co. 
Bucks. 
Eliz. bur. June 6 1664 = 1, Sir John Hern, 
25 Sep., 1642; 2, Wm. Alston. 
Gertrude, bur. at Boyton Sep. 29, 1675. = 
Nic. Glynne, Sheriff of Cornwall 1675, 
buried 1697. 
Gertrude Glynne, bap. Mar 18, 1664-5. 
 

to be continued 
∼♦∼ 

Grant News 
 

We are pleased to announce that we have again received a grant from Bideford Bridge 
Trust this year. We plan to put this towards the purchase of our own digital projector, so 
that we do not have to borrow from other organisations. 



 
 
 

 

A Letter from West Hele 
thanks to Lorna Hicks 

 
West Hele 

Sept 23rd 1908 
My dear boys 
 
I am afraid you will think I am neglecting 
you very bad. I think it is a month ago I 
wrote to you but I hope you will forgive me. 
I have had very busy times lately, we only 
finished harvest last Friday the 18th Sept. 
The weather was very catching {unsettled} 
to finish with. Uncle George and our people 
helped each other and finished up just 
together. That is all the extra help we have 
had this year. Stanley and Tom cut and set 
it all up, also we have had the tradesmen 
here all the time and I don’t know when 
they will finish, but you must not expect to 
see a grand mansion when you come home. 
They are simply doing necessary repairs 
which were very badly needed to keep out 
the wind and water and keep the old home 
from tumbling down and while we have had 
this much about. We have had more 
visitors than we have had the last 2 years. It 
seems as if everyone has taken it in head to 
come and see us just now but there is one 
little lady, dear Arthur who has not paid us 
a visit for a long time and I am just longing 
to see her. I hope she will come and see me 
soon. 
 
Did I tell you father’s cousin Tom Heal from 
Canada was visiting England with his wife. 
They were here the week before last and 
stayed nearly a week. They are very nice 
people indeed. We enjoyed their company 
very much but of course it made a little 
extra work for me. They are gone to visit 
Ireland and Scotland before they go home 
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and this week we have had uncle Hugh 
Oxenham but he was in a hurry as usual 
and only stayed one night, he is going 
back again on Friday. Stanley is talking 
about visiting  them in about a week 
when they have finished digging 
teddies. My haven’t we a big crop this 
year and I never seen such large ones 
but they are fecting we are boiling a lot 
for the pigs. We have an old sow with 14 
young ones and they eat a lot. The 
Bealeys are not come home from 
America yet. Their Uncle Harry has 
been home several weeks for his health. 
He thought they would be home but it 
does not seem as if they are coming and 
there is one visitor I have been 
expecting and hoping  to see again who 
has not come, Miss Smith. She 
promised to come and see us again 
before she went back if possible but I 
expect it was not convenient for her to 
come this way again and was very much 
disappointed when I heard she was on 
the boat that called at Plymouth last 
Saturday. John Cleverdon was there to 
see Richard off. He did not go on that 
boat, he went on a larger one and did 
not sail till Sunday morning. I don’t 
know how John knew Miss Smith was 
on the small boat. I did not know he 
knew her at all. Stanley has not seen 
him, he only heard it from someone 
else. I hope she will have a pleasant 
voyage. She will be home before you get 
this. Give her my best love and tell her 
how disappointed I am, I have not 
heard anything about her lately except 
through the newspapers. 
 
Well my dear Bert I think I have had 
two letters from you since I wrote last 
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and glad to hear both you and Arthur are 
getting on well. I can quite understand 
dear Arthur not being able to write quite as 
often. He must have found it rather hard 
work to study for his exam and attend to 
his business as well and I am proud to hear 
of his success and admission in the 
Brotherhood and may God bless him in all 
his labours for him and make him a 
blessing to many. I know you also dear Bert 
are always doing something for your 
Heavenly Master, if not quite in the same 
way. There is more than one kind of work 
for the heavenly master, may we each know 
our work and do it and may God bless us 
all, to him be all the praise. 
 
I am glad dear Bert to hear you are starting 
a little business on your own account. I 
think it will make you feel a little more 
independent and I hope it will prove 
successful and I think you are quite capable 
of doing your own housekeeping but it will 
be a bit lonely. Are girls scarce out there? 
Shall I send out a few of your old maidens? 

I believe I will have to send you 
out poor old Flo, it seems 
nobody else will have her and 
now the rest are making such a 
mess of it I fear she will stand 
worse chance than ever but she 
has kept herself respectable.  
 

I hear Frank has given up 
coming to Christchurch. He had 
your address from Stanley a few 
weeks ago, has he wrote to you? 
Well dear boys, I don’t know 
much more to tell you. Harvest 
Homes are just coming off now 
our Church harvest home was 
last Sunday and tea last 
Thursday. There were a great 

many at the tea, none of us went but the 
girl, we were harvesting. Our chapel 
Harvest Home is next Sunday and tea 
the following Thursday. I shall try to go 
if I can. I have not been out much this 
summer. I hardly know how the time 
has passed. I can scarcely we are so near 
winter. I am glad dear Bert to hear your 
leg is keeping so well. Mine has not 
healed since it broke out 4 years ago. It 
has been discharging a good bit lately. I 
expect it is because I have been getting 
about a little more but it is not very 
painful and I am glad to say my health 
has been better than it was in the 
beginning of summer. I see I have nearly 
finished another sheet of paper so had 
better stop. 
 

Father and I are home alone tonight, the 
rest are out. He is asleep in his chair and 
will soon wake up and want his 
supper—a basin of broth with egg in it, 
his health is just as usual. He does not 

Thomas Fry Heal and his wife Jane Heal 
née Lovill outside West Hele 
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do much work now, the others are quite 
well. Dear old grandmother keeping up 
well. I intend to go and see her 1 day before 
winter and now my dears I think I will 
close. I am feeling tired and sleepy. I have 
had a busy day today baking. I wish I could 
send you out some hot nubbis for supper. 
Arthur used to be fond of them and 
making blackberry jam. Do you get any 
blackberries out there? 
 
Fondest love to you both from your ever 
loving mother. 

J Heal xxxxxxxxxxxx 

The author of the letter is Jane Fry Heal 
née Lovill (1952-1914). Her son Arthur 
Heal went to Sydney, Australia on the 
Omrah on 10 May 1902. His brother, 
Bert, followed the following year on the 
Orita. Arthur returned to West Hele in 
1911 and married Bessie Axford. Their 
brother Stanley died tragically in the 
same year. ‘Dear old grandmother’ is 
almost certainly Mary Ann Heal née Fry 
(1823-1912). We would love to know who 
‘poor old Flo’ is—suggestions welcome. 
 

From the left: Arthur Heal, Emma Axford, Frank Axford (standing), Jane Heal née 
Lovill, Mrs Axford (step mother of Bessie), Bessie Heal née Axford (standing), Mr 

Axford (Bessie’s father) 
Little girl possibly Ruby Heal born 1912. 
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Coincidences? 
 
Whilst pursing my hobby of frustration, 
aka family history research, I found a long 
pedigree of one of the names I am 
interested in. There is the usual smattering 
of Judges, Lawyers, Merchants, Bankers, 
Philanthropists, Politicians, Soldiers, 
Sailors—one was found guilty of mutiny 
on HMS Bounty—and Clergy and one 
branch found its way to the West Country. 
 
The family has a history of religious 
fervour down the years, both dissenters 
and conformists, and this West Country 
branch provided a number of clerics and 
wives of clerics over the years. One 
daughter Anna Maria, is shown to have 
married a Rev. Edgecombe the rector of 
Backland, Devon. This caught my eye and 
I wondered if, along with a number of 
other errors in the pedigree, it was a 
misspelling of Buckland and, if so, whether 
it should be Buckland Brewer. Is it 
coincidence that a Rev John Edgcombe 
was curate here in 1805-6? Unfortunately 
no date or place is given for the marriage 
nor Christian name for the groom, but it 
would have been around 1800. Her brother 
George is shown as Rector of Ideford 
where, from 1815-1828, he baptised and 
buried a number of the multitude of 
children his wife Emma Maria (née 
Thelwall) had produced. His name last 
appears as officiating minister in 1834; 
what then happened to him I don’t know 
but he may have been into his sixties so 
possibly he retired. However, prior to this 
Ideford era, a priest of this name was 
Curate of Buckland Brewer 1811-1812. 
Where did he go from Buckland Brewer? 

A third coincidence occurs with the 
marriage of a cousin of Anna Maria and 
George, also George to the daughter of ….. 
Morrison of Hampshire, probably around 
1780, and from 1778-1791 the Rev Hooper 
Morrison was Curate of Buckland Brewer. 
Without dates and places for the 
marriages of the Rev Edgcombe/Anna 
Maria, and the groom’s Christian name, 
and George to daughter of Morrison it will 
be difficult to confirm whether or not 
these are mere coincidence but where is 
this information likely to be found? 
 
Anyone familiar with family history will 
know that research throws up many 
coincidences, errors and omissions and my 
omission here is mention of the name I am 
interested in. It does have some local 
significance as it is Heywood, though 
whether there is any link with the above I 
don’t know. I have yet to prove a link 
between my own Heywood line and the 
family above but can say they both 
originate a long time ago from the same 
area; a town called Heywood, 
 

Keith Hampson 
 

PS. We have since discovered that John 
Edgecombe clerk (i.e. clerk in holy orders) 
married Elizabeth Anna Maria Heywood 21 
February 1805 in Northam. Hooper 
Morrison had three daughters baptised in 
this area (Anne 1772 in Atherington, 
Eleanora Dye 1775 in Littleham and 
Elizabeth Rebecca Orchard 1777 in 
Alwington) but no marriage has been 
found.  
 

Thanks go to Keith’s wife, Carol, for 
agreeing to this article being included in 
this issue. 
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Forthcoming Events 

 

18 November 2015 AGM and An Evening of Buckland Brewer History with our own 
David Blight This will be held in the Village Hall. 
16 December 2015 Christmas quizzes and games with an historical flavour. 
20 Jan 2016 Members’ Evening 
17 Feb 2016 Holsworthy Remembers: Holsworthy’s World War 1 project — Shawn 
Dymond from Holsworthy Museum 
16 March 2016 The Turning of the Tide — Liz Shakespeare  
20 April 2016 The Introduction of new ideas in Devon — Peter Christie 
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World War 1 

 
Some of the entries for the Fête Show, relating  to World War 1 


