
We have had some very 
interesting meetings lately. We 
held a short AGM in November. 
The Chairman reported on a 
successful year, citing the active 
involvement of so many members 
and our links with other 
organisations and the community 
as a whole as a particular strength 
of the society. After the business 
meeting, David Blight entertained 
us with a pot pourri of 
information about the church and 
chapels in Buckland Brewer. 
 
For our Christmas meeting, we 
played games and quizzes with an 
historical twist and enjoyed 
mulled wine and mince pies. 
 
As usual our January meeting was 
full of variety as members 
brought items to show and told 
short stories of historical interest. 
Amongst other things, we heard 
some wonderful Devonshire 
expressions, looked at a 
woodworking plane and heard of 
the family who owned it and 
watched a wonderful film of 
village celebrations of the 1960s. 

 
We also had a preview of some of 
the research behind Liz 
Shakespeare’s new book and 
heard how she discovered the 
Buckland Brewer house where the 
postman poet Edward Capern 
rested and edited his poetry 
whilst on his round. We don’t 
want to give too much away but 
the owner of the house was in our 
audience! 
 
In addition, there were brief 
accounts of the progress of some 
of our projects.  
 
A small group are currently 
colouring in the tithe maps to 
gain a better understanding of 
land use, occupants and owners 
of the 1840s, as part of our 
preparation for compiling an 
agricultural history of the parish. 
This work will also be helpful in 
conjunction with the mapping 
project. 
 
This exercise is proving very 
interesting and illuminating. We 
have been surprised to find that 
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Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland 
Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated 
regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 



 

 

 

 

 

Terrier 1677 
 

March the 22nd 1677 
 

A true and perfect Terrier (to the best of our knowledge) of the houses, garden and 
glebe lands of or belonging to the Vicarage, vewed and taken by us whose names are 
here unto subscribed the yeare aforesd. 
Imps. The Inn-houses, consisting of Hall, a Kitchin, a Brewhouse with a Dry, a Buttry, a 
Dary, upper Roomes, a Study, a Gallery with three chambers. 
Item. The out houses, one Barne, a Stable and Sheepen. 
Item. A Garden wald in (except some hedg next the house) and two Courtes, one before 
the house, the other betweene the Hall & the Brewhouse, all which is bounded by Sir 
John Rowles his land. 
Item. About eight or nine Akers of Glebe Land, cituate neare the Church Towne of the 
sayd Parish, being in two fields within its own bounds, on the east and north side of the 
same lies the high wayes, on the south & west the sayd ground joynes with Mr Robert 
Vigures his Land. 
And this is all we can discover or heare of. 
 
As witnesseth our hands. 
Lewis Vicary, vicar 
Ezekiell Rowse and Thomas Hooper Churchwardens 
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so much of the parish was used 
for arable farming, rather than 
pasture. As expected much of the 
area around the village was 
owned by the Rolle Estate but 
several other landowners feature. 
The other interesting thing is 
how the land was divided 
between occupiers, often 
resulting in a chequer-board 
effect, which must have made it 
difficult for the tenants. 
 
 
 

∼♦∼ 
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Can You Help? 
 

We have received the following enquiry. If 
anyone can help please get in touch.  
 
“I remember being taken out to a field just 
above Melbury reservoir during Second 
World War to see a bomb crater. Has anyone 
got any more information on this as I can 
find no records?” 
 
 
We have also been asked if we can add any 
names to these pictures of Buckland Brewer 
Young Farmers, which were taken in the 
1930s. We know that the lady second from 
the right in the picture in the right is Gladys 
Ashton. She is sixth from the right in the 
picture below. 
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Torridge.  A few miles to the north and west 
of Buckland the land rises into a coastal 
plateau above the beautiful cliffs at Clovelly 
and the Hartland peninsula. Not many miles 
further to the south-west lies the Tamar 
river and the border with Cornwall. 
 
Almost all of the place-names of North 
Devon are Anglo-Saxon in derivation; 
whereas the majority of place-names across 
‘the border’ in Cornwall are of Celtic origin, 
clearly showing where the tide of Anglo-
Saxon conquest and migration petered out 
in the Dark Ages. Beyond the Tamar, the 
majority population remained British Celts, 
called “the Welsh” (a name meaning, 
essentially, “foreigners”!) by the Germanic 
speaking Anglo-Saxon incomers who had 
invaded and settled lowland Britain in large 
numbers following the breakdown of Roman 
Imperial control over (and protection of) the 
Celtic island in 409 AD. That is the meaning 
of the “wall” element in Cornwall – 
indicating the territory of the “wallas” the 
Welsh/British. 
 
The Anglo-Saxon farmers who spread out to 
settle this landscape, moving west from the 
easily-defended site of Torrington, a steep-
sided hill above the Torridge, would need 
local places to take shelter in times of 
trouble – whether the raiders were Romano-
Britons from across the Cornish border, rival 
Anglo-Saxons, or later, Vikings from 
Scandinavia (who certainly made the island 
of Lundy off the North Devon coast a base 
for the operations –the name means “Puffin 
Island” in Old Scandinavian). 
 
On the drive to Tythecott from Torrington, 
you will almost certainly have passed a large 
farm which is still called today “Hembury 
Castle” – and indeed it was the site, if not of 
a castle in our Medieval imagination of 
towers, turrets, distressing knights and 

Tythecott History …. 

Continued 
 
As part of my investigations into the history 
of Tythecott, I was invited to visit Grenville 
Brimacombe. He presented me with the 
following piece which was written and 
researched by John Hagan in 2010. John, I 
believe, is a younger relative of Grenville’s.  
Apart from his own family recollections and 
findings, he also sourced  information from 
Buckland Brewer by W. H. Rogers (1938), A 
History of Devon by R. Staines (2000), and 
the Oxford Dictionary of British Place Names 
by A. D. Mills (2003). Having purchased an 
ancient legal document dated 1744, I do tend 
to have queries with the order of the land 
transfer/sale during this period in history. I 
will explain as this part is reached in the 
following history: …….         Christine Rutter 
 
A Short History of Tythecott by John 
Hagan 
 
The hamlet of Tythecott lies in the heart of 
North Devon farming country, a land of 
green rolling hills intersected by streams and 
rivers which rush through wooded valleys; 
here and there, at the highest points of the 
land, are small plateaus of moorland, small 
echoes of the vast and dramatic scenery of 
Exmoor to the north and Dartmoor to the 
south. 
 
Tythecott is part of the parish of Buckland 
Brewer. The village of the same name lies 
about two miles distant from Tythecott, 
crowning one of the highest hills in the 
neighbourhood (from where, in clear 
weather, Exmoor can easily been seen). The 
parish lies about four miles west of the 
hilltop market town of Great Torrington, and 
six miles south of the port of Bideford at the 
estuary of the wide and stately River 
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brave damsels, but of a high-walled 
imagination of towers, turrets, 
distressing knights and brave damsels, 
but of a high-walled Dark Age hill-fort, 
where stood the hall of the local high-
man or “ealdor-man”, offering 
protection to the people of the locality, 
and their animals, in times of trouble.  
The name comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
words “hean” meaning “high” and 
“burh” meaning “stronghold” or 
“fortified place”.  You can imagine, as 
you drive  up the sharp road through 
the woods, at the place where the road 
from Frithelstock bridges the small 
River Duntz and begins to climb from 
the valley floor up Hembury Hill, what 
an impressive and easily-defended 
stronghold this must have been, 
perched above steep slopes watching 
over the crossing-point of the river 
below. Whether it was the Anglo-
Saxons who first raised this ‘high-burg’ 
here, or whether they inherited or 
captured an already existing British hill-
fort at this place, we do not know for 
certain; just as we can only speculate 
who lies buried beneath the tumulus 
which is clearly marked on OS maps in 
the fields lying between Hembury and 
Tythecott. 
 
The highest point of the hill on which 
we currently stand is more or less at 
that junction of four roads known as 
“Hembury Cross”, from which the lane 
descends towards Tythecott itself. The 
whole of this broad hill is good, well-
watered farming land, with lush, 
sloping fields – only becoming 
particularly steep at the very edges of 
the hill – and with easy access to wood 

and water in the narrow valleys 
below.   A house on the very top of 
the hill, at Hembury Cross, would 
probably be a little too exposed to 
the wind and cold however, instead 
the two farming communities who 
made their home on this hill settled 
on the sunny, lower slopes either to 
the east around Hembury Castle, or 
the west around Tythecott Farm. 
 
The name Tythecott itself is formed 
from two Anglo-Saxon words – the 
personal name “Tyda” and “cott” 
meaning (as you might expect) 
“cottage”.  This suggests that Tyda, 
an Anglo-Saxon man, was one of the 
first farmers at this place, if not the 
founder of the settlement himself, a 
man whose memory became 
inseparably attached to the 
farmstead which he and his family 
built. 
 
When did Tyda and his family settle 
at this place?  It would have been 
sometime between the conquest of 
this area of North Devon (“Devon” 
itself is a name taken from the 
Dumnonians, the Celtic tribe who 
lived here before the coming of the 
Anglo-Saxons) by the Anglo-Saxons 
in around 682 and the writing of the 
Domesday Book in 1086.  We can 
hazard a guess that it is likely to 
have been in the latter 8th century 
when this area was first heavily 
settled by the Saxons.  But we cannot 
know for certain.  Regular written 
records do not begin until the 
Medieval period. 
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Later parish records show that a family by the name of Speke owned the manor of 
Tythecott, including the farm and mill, between 1241 and about 1400.  It then passed 
by marriage to the Fishacres, then the Ursfletes and the Walronds (in each case by the 
marriage of a female heiress).  In 1584 John Walrond and his wife Jane sold Tythecott 
to Sir Henry Rolle; the Rolle family held it until 1748 when it was sold by Lord Rolle to 
Richard Stevens, Sheriff of Devon. (Here, I have further information due to a document 
held by myself where Tythecott is sold to Richard Stevens in 1744 by a Philip Stapledon 
and his wife Sarah (the heiress to this land) in 1744. As the “remainder of the certain 
term of ninety-nine years” is mentioned in the document, I am wondering whether this 
was the leasehold and Lord Rolle held the freehold. Something yet to be investigated C.
R.). The Stevens family remained landlords of Tythecott until the 1930s, when they 
sold it to the Blight family who had for a long time been tenant-farmers at Tythecott. 
 

to be continued 

Brendon Pot 
 
This pot rim was found in a meadow on 
Brendon Farm in the parish. It was a large 
pot with some glazing inside and is quite 
crudely made, suggesting that it was made 
by the family that owned it. It is difficult 
to date precisely because styles remained 
similar for many decades. At the moment 
we are thinking that is was probably mid-
eighteenth century—unless anyone has 
any other ideas. 

∼♦∼ 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon Journal. 
He began to write about Buckland Brewer 
in the issue of 5 September 1878. In doing 
so, he quotes at length from many earlier 
works. 
 
From Buckland Brewer Register 
1694 24th November Denys sepultus 
1695-6 iijtio die Martij Katehrina Denys 
generosa sepulta erst. 
1605-6 xixo die Martji John Denys vidua de 
Addepit sepulta est (Addipit, a residence 
about a quarter of a mile from Orleigh) 
1612 William, the son of Anthonye Denys 
Esq., and Elizabeth his wife (dau. of 
Thomas Wise) borne the 4th and bapt. 
October 11th. 
1614 Martha, the daughter of Samuel Denys, 
bapt. June 24th, 
1614 Marye, the daughter of Anthonye 
Dennys Esq., and Elizabeth uxor, bapt 
Septemb, 29th (at nata fuit die Veneris viz. 
23 Sept. nocte). 
1616 Margarett, filia of Anthony Dennis, 
Esqr., bapt. August 11 
1616 Margarett, filia of Anthony Dennis, 
Esqr., buried Decem. 27. 
1621 Mary (?), the daughter of Anthonie 
Dennis Esqr., buried January 11th 
1623 Mystris Elizabeth Dennys buried July 
19th. 
1623 Mris Mary Dennys, buried December 
5th. 
1625 Elizabeth Dennis, daughter, daughter 
of Anthony Dennis, Esquire, was Baptised 
October 2nd, (A gap from 1625 to 1636). 

1641 Anthony Dennis Esqr., was buried 
June 19. 
1643 Samuel Denys was buried Novemb. 
15. 
1643 John Hern jun., and Elizabeth 
Denys were married September 25. 
1644 Phillip, ye son of John Hern jun., 
and Elizabeth his wife, was baptised 
April 21st. 
 
From Bideford Parish Register 
1629 Richard sonne of Mr Anthony 
Denis, of Orley, bapt. 8 July. 
1631 Grace daug. of Mr Denis, of Orley, 
bap 4 Dec. 
1635 Hanna, daug. of Anthony Dennis 
Esq. bapt. 7 Oct. 
1631 Richard sonne of Mr Anthony Denis 
Esquier, buried 4 Nov. 
1632 Elizabeth daug. Of Mr Anthony 
Denis, of Orley, buried 24 May. 
1635 Hanna daug. Of Anthiny Denis, 
Esq., buried 17 Oct. 
 
From Littleham Parish Register 
Married Nicholas Glynn of Glynn in the 
county of Cornwall, Esq,. And Mrs 
Gertrude Dennis of Orleigh, in Buckland 
Brewer, in Devon, June the 21st 1664. 
 
In the Orleigh Chapel 
On the floor in the north east corner. 
In memory of Elizabeth Alston, 
daughter of Anthony Dennys of Orleigh, 
Esq., the wife of William (Alston) of 
Strixton, in the (county of) 
Northampton Esq. (who in sure and 
certain assurance of a (blessed) life) 
Departed ye 4th of June 1664. 
Arms—Alston impaling Dennis. 
 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 

- 
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Registers and copies of monuments, who 
has been a rare exception in the assistance 
he has afforded me to the generality of his 
brethren, and for which I tender him my 
best thanks. 
 

Davie of Orleigh 
From Buckland Brewer Register 
1709 Mary the wife of John Davey, Esqr., of 
Orleigh, buried April 8th. 
1710 John Davy, Esqr. was buried October 
16th. 
1714 Joseph son of Joseph Davie and 
Juilliana his wife, baptised June ye 20th. 
1714 Elizabeth Davie buried April ye 7th.  
1716 Charles, son of Joseph Davie, Esqr., and 
Juliana his wife, baptised Nov. 29th  
1716 Thomas Saltern, Esq,. and Miss Mary 
Davie married October ye 11th. 
1718 William, son of Joseph Davie, Esq,. and 
Julianna his wife, bapt. November 6th. 
1720 Pennellopye, daughter of  Joseph 
Davie, Esq., and Julianna, bap. Oct 6th. 
1720-1 Madam Julianna, wife of the 
Honourable Joseph Davie, Esq., of Orleigh, 
was buried February ye 15th, 1720. 
1723 Joseph Davie, Esq., of Orleigh, buried 
Nov. 5th. 
1728 William, son of Joseph Davie, Esq., July 
ye 4th (buried). 
1739-40 Joseph ye son of John Davey, Esq., 
and Juliana his wife, Jan 1st (baptised). 
1740-1 John, son of John Davie, Esq., and 
Juliana his wife, January 21st (baptised). 
1742 Julianna Davie, the wife of John Davey, 
Esq., October ye 31st (buried). 
1742 Charles, the son of John Davie,, Rsq., 
by Julianna his wife, September ye 15th 
(bap.). 
 

to be continued 

In the register under 1664 is, Elizabeth 
the wife of William Alston, Esq., was 
buried June 6th. 
 
In an oval in an upper part of the 
monument—To the pious memorie of 
Anthony Dennys, late of Orleigh, Esq., 
who first maried Elizabeth, ye daughter 
of Thomas Wyse, of Sidenham, Esq., by 
whom he had 1 sonne and 2 daughters 
deceased. He secondly espoused Gertrud, 
daughter to Sir Bernard Grenvill, of Stow, 
Knt., by whome having plenteous issue 
left surviving only 3 daughters. He 
deceased June ye 19th, A.D. 1641. Aetat 
suae 56. 
 
In a lower part underneath the figures—
Here sleeps his corps whose worth and 
fame shall be A living sermon to 
posterity. Whose name shall outlive 
time: the future age Shall stile him loyall, 
loving, prudent, sage, Learning’s 
Maecenas, wisdom’s quintiscence, 
Whose breast contain’d a sea of 
eloquence. He sleeps. He is not dead. He 
liveth for ever. Pale death has got its due, 
but he dyes never.  
Gertruda uxor ava charissima struxit. 
A somewhat florid mural monument on 
the north-east corner of the chapel, 
having kneeling figures of the husband 
and wife, and below small figures of 10 or 
11 children. 
 

Orleigh 
Davie, of Orleigh, said to be a rich 
merchant of Bideford, whether of the 
Roborough or Beaford families I cannot 
say. See pedigree therein. I am indebted 
to the Vicar for the extracts from Parish 



 

 

 

 

Buckland Brewer Sewerage 

and Sewage Disposal Report 
 
This letter was addressed to the members of 
Bideford Rural District Council. Note that it 
took nearly a year before this response to 
the Council’s enquiry was received. 
 
23 December 1947 
 
In accordance with your instructions dated 
4th February 1947 I now submit my report. 
 
Existing Conditions 
Buckland Brewer is situated on a spur of 
high land between two tributaries of the 
River Duntz; the main street from the 
Church to the School being somewhat to 
the east of the ridge. Most of the houses 
have cesspits or dispose of the soil by 
burial, but a few house drains and WCs are 
connected to an existing surface water 
drain, which discharges into a tank close to 
the County Council Smallholdings. The 
effluent from this tank flows into a ditch 
and finally enters a stream above Hillpark 
Copse. The drain, which is only 4” diameter, 
is unjointed and is most unsatisfactory. It 
can only serve those houses in the higher 
levels of the village.  
 
The tank into which the sewage is 
discharged is not effective, and complaints 
of nuisance have been received, both from 
the inhabitants of the village and from the 
County Council. 
 
There are 59 houses in the village, and the 
estimated population is 210. There is one 
Council School, accommodating 45 to 55 
children at the south-eastern end of the 
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village, and it is too low to connect to 
the existing server. 
 
The village has a water supply, at 
present only to standposts, but the 
supply will be augmented in future by 
the North Devon Water Scheme and it 
is necessary to install a sewerage 
scheme capable of removing the greatly 
increased quantity of sewage which will 
be produced thereby. It is anticipated 
that this mains water scheme will be 
available before 1951 as the village is 
within 2 miles of the proposed trunk 
mains. 
 
The existing system of sewerage and 
sewage disposal is unsatisfactory ad 
should be abandoned at the earliest 
possible date. It is inadequate to deal 
even with the very limited amount of 
sewage now entering it, and the 
unjointed pipes are a potential source of 
danger. By reason of levels it can only 
serve about one quarter of the village, 
whilst the septic tank is much too close 
to the inhabited dwellings. 
 
Proposed Works 
The future population of Buckland 
Brewer is not likely to exceed 280, and it 
is on that figure the scheme has been 
based. It is not considered that 
extensive development will occur, and 
such as does will probably be to the 
north or east if the village. The levels 
make it somewhat difficult to deal with 
the sewage from development towards 
the north, but it can be done if the 
amount of future building is sufficient 
to justify the cost. Development on the 
eastern side of the village within certain 
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contours can be dealt with without much 
difficulty. This is the view held by the 
North Devon Joint Planning Committee. 
 
Owing to the fact that the village is built 
over the ridge of high land between two 
valleys, it is necessary you lay two main 
sewers in order properly to drain the whole 
area. One would commence at the crest of 
the hill, near the highest houses north of 
the Church and would be laid along the 
main street as far as the School, continuing 
to the proposed sewage works in O.S. 1566. 
In O.S. 1566 it would be joined by the 
second sewer, which would be laid west of 
the village from a point close to the 
Church, and would drain all the houses 
lying west of the ridge. The School and the 
house further down the road leading to 
Buckland Mill can be drained back to the 
main sewer at the road junction. It is 
proposed to make the sewers 6” diameter 
throughout. 
 
From the point where the two main sewers 
join a single sewer would continue to the 
purification works. The purification works 
would be designed for a population of 280, 
and would consist of continuous flow 
settlement tanks, percolating filter with 
rotary distributor, humus tank, and sludge 
drying beds. The effluent from the works 
would be piped to below the stream which 
runs through the valley below. Sludge 
liquor would be returned to the settlement 
tanks for re-treatment by a pump operated 
electronically. 
 
The site for the purification works is well 
hidden from view, and is 450 feet from the 
nearest road. 
 

A purification works of the type 
described above requires little 
maintenance and attention, and the 
employment of a part-time caretaker say 
for one or two days each week, to attend 
to the de-sludging of the tanks and 
cleaning the rotary distributor should be 
sufficient to ensure the satisfactory 
working of the plant. 
 
Estimate 
An estimate, based upon 1947 prices is 
attached, amounting to £5,795. This 
estimate may be liable to fluctuation 
depending upon the costs of labour and 
material at the time of signing the 
contract. 
 
In view of the very urgent nature of this 
scheme, the essentiality of which has 
been recognise by your Council and the 
Buckland Brewer Parish Council for 
many years, and the fact that main water 
will be available to this village at a much 
earlier date than for most villages in this 
district, it is apparent that the proposals 
for the sewerage of Bideford Rural 
District should grant first priority to the 
scheme for Buckland Brewer, on 
grounds of public health, practicability 
and expediency. 
 
The proposals have been examined by 
the Devon County Council’s Sanitary 
Officer and have formally been placed 
before the various interested 
departments of that Council. 
 
I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
your obedient servant. 
 
(illegible signature) Engineer 
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New Book—Remember Then 
 

This book is what happens when you let eighty women, 
several of them members of Buckland Brewer History 
Group, spend a year and a half recording their memories 
of life in Britain throughout the pivotal period 1946-1969. 
This twenty four years was one of tremendous change in 
almost every area that they investigated. During this 
time, we moved from liberty bodices to mini skirts and 
from ration books to ready meals.  
 

Very little additional research has been done, the 
women’s voices have been allowed to speak for 
themselves. The ladies described their homes and 
neighbourhoods, clothes, housework and food, 
education and work, health and childrearing, leisure and 
celebrations, as well as tackling more emotive subjects, 
such as relationships and attitudes. Over a hundred 
illustrations and a comprehensive timeline of events 

evoke the essence of the era. This book is much more than just a collection of women’s 
memories. At the end of each chapter is the brief that the volunteers were given when 
working on that topic. This can be applied to other time frames and will help the 
reader, male or female, to write reminiscences of their own. 
 

The women who took part came from a variety of social, economic and geographic 
backgrounds. Some ladies went to boarding schools, some to grammar schools and 
others to secondary moderns. Some left school at fourteen, others have PhDs. Some are 
only children, others had large extended families and some grew up in care. The 
volunteers were aged from 59 to 95, so some experienced this era as children, some as 
teenagers and others as married women with families.  
 

The book allows those born after 1969 to gain an understanding of what life was like for 
earlier generations. This makes it valuable reading for those working with older people, 
as it can spark conversations and help to awaken memories. If you lived through this 
era yourself, you will find yourself exclaiming, ‘I remember that!’ on every page. 
 

Few, Janet Remember Then: women’s memories of 1946-1969 and how to write your own 
Family History Partnership (2015) 247mm x 172mm paperback 246 pages £12.95 ISBN: 
978 1 906280 53 6  
 

Contact Janet on historyinterpreter@hotmail.co.uk for details of how to obtain a signed 
copy. 
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Fire in Buckland Brewer 
 

From the North Devon Journal 22 May 1873 page 8 column d. 
 
Buckland Brewer Fire—Four Houses Destroyed 
 
On Tuesday morning about 10 O’clock an alarm of fire was raised through this village. It 
was soon discovered that the house of John Tythacott with its thatched roof, had caught 
from sparks which fell from a wash-house chimney. The dwellings of Richard Harris, 
William Harris and John Shute, with their thatched roofs. Adjoined, and in a short time 
the whole were wrapped in flames. No time was lost in removing the furniture of the 
occupants into the roadway; and had not water been plentiful from pumps and two wells 
which were near at hand the destruction of property must have been greater. The whole of 
the property belongs to Mr Harding, shopkeeper of Buckland, and it is we hear insured. 
The West of England engine with a good staff at length arrived, but the fire had been well 
got under previously. The flames continued to spread for three hours, and all that now 
remains of the four tidy village cottages is a mass of smouldering ruins. 
 
A later correspondent informs us that  the fire came from a piece of timber adjoining the 
flue, which ignited and communicated with the thatch. Hundreds of villagers worked with 
a will to extinguish the fire. Mr J Davey signalised himself as he always does by his kind an 
heroic exertions on the occasion. The destroyed cottages were separated by only a narrow 
passage from many other cottages and two chapels and it is marvellous how they escaped. 
The houseless families found temporary accommodation in two empty cottages nearby. 
 
It is believed that these cottages were those formerly known as Benjys as they disappear 
from the census at this time. 

Forthcoming Events 

 
17 February 2016 Holsworthy Remembers: Holsworthy’s World War 1 project — Shawn 
Dymond from Holsworthy Museum 
16 March 2016 The Turning of the Tide — Liz Shakespeare  
20 April 2016 The Introduction of New Ideas in Devon — Peter Christie 
18 May 2106 Devon Dialect—Iris Wood 
15 June 2016 Outing to Petrockstow and Merton Historical Society 
18 June 2016 Holsworthy History Day 
20 July 2016 Outing to David Brown’s Mooseum of Dairying History 
17 August 2016 Outing to Bideford 


