
We have had some interesting 
meetings over the past quarter. In 
February, Shawn Dymond told us 
a b o u t  t h e  H o l s w o r t h y 
Remembers project and the 
research that has been done into 
those who are commemorated on 
Holsworthy’s war memorial. 
Then, in March, Liz Shakespeare 
read extracts from her book The 
Turning of the Tide about a 
Clovelly girl’s stay in Bideford 
workhouse and how Dr Ackland’s 
interest in her impacted on her 
life. Liz gave us a fascinating 
insight into the research behind 
the book. 
 
Peter Christie addressed our April 
meeting, telling us about the 
arrival of many technological 
innovations in North Devon. It 
was surprising how often we were 
in forefront of new ideas. Peter 
mentioned Thomas Fowler and 
his early computer. If you want to 
learn more about this you may be 
interested in a free talk about 
Thomas Fowler at 3.00pm on 25th 
June at The Plough in Torrington. 
The speaker, Pamela Vass, is 

launching a book about the same 
subject on the day.  
 
We have created a small display 
about Buckland Brewer in the 
year 1926, in honour of the 
Queen’s birthday. This was on 
show on the playing field for the 
beacon lighting ceremony on 
April 21st. If you missed it, there 
will be more opportunities to see 
it at the Village Plant Sale on 21 
and 22 May and at the Queen’s 
birthday street party on 12 June. If 
anyone can spend a short time 
manning the display on these 
occasions we would be very 
grateful, just contact us using the 
details below. 
 
Our summer meetings are a series 
of outings. The first, on 15th June 
is to visit Petrockstow and 
Merton History Group. We will be 
leaving Buckland Village Green at 
7.00pm and travelling in as few 
vehicles as possible. If you want 
to make your own way, details of 
where to meet will follow nearer 
the time. 
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Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland 
Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated 
regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 



 
 

 
 

 Twitchen Agreement 
 

We recently had the opportunity to purchase 
a document from 1705 relating to property in 
Twitchen. We have transcribed it below, the 
spelling and grammar are as per the original. 
 
Articles of Agreement had 
made and fully agreed upon 
the two and twentieth day of 
June in the fourth year of the 
reigne of our Soveraigne 
Lady Queene Anne over 
England Anno Dom. 1705. 
Betweene Stephen Ley of 
Waregiffard in the County of 
Devon Gent. of the one part 
And Hugh Stevens of 
Buckland Brewer in the said 
County of Devon Gent. of 
the other part. 
 
Impris: The said Stephen Ley 
doth hereby covenant and 
promise that he will on or 
before the twenty nineth day 
of September next ensuing 
by good and sufficient 
a s s u r a n c e s  a n d 
conveyancing in the law as 
Councell shall advise at the 
cost and charge of the said 
Hugh Stevens Grant and 
convey unto the said Hugh 
Stevens his heires and 
assignes The fee simple and 
inheritance of all that 
Messuage & Tenement with 
the appurtenances called or 
known by the name of 
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Higher Twitchen situate lying and being 
in the parish of Buckland Brewer in the 
said County of Devon late in the 
possession of one Henery Tooker and 
now in the possession of the said 
Stephen Ley his tenant or under tenant. 



 
 
 

 

Item: The said Hugh Stevens in 
Consideration thereof doth hereby for 
himself his heires and assignes 
Covenant and promise to and with the 
said Stephen Ley that he the said Hugh 
Stevens shall and will on or before the 
twenty nynth day of September pay or 
cause to be paid unto the said Stephen 
Ley his heires or assignes the sume of 
three hundred and fifty pounds of 
lawfull money of England. And shall 
then allsoe give securitye unto the said 
Stephen Ley for three hundred and fifty 
pounds more to be paid unto him the 
five and twentieth day of March then 
next ensuing which said sume of three 
hundred and fifty pounds are to be paid 
unto the said Stpehen Ley at the said 
times at his dwelling house in 
Waregiffard or at Robert Awse house in 
Great Torrington. 
 
Item: It is hereby agreed by & betweene 
the said partyes hereunto that the said 
Hugh Stevens shall have the present 
possession of the premises called 
Higher Twitchin and all corn and graine 
now growing on the said premises 
(except the corn and graine which is 
now growing in the two fields that lye 
together next ajoining to the south side 
of the towne place cotaineing by 
estimation nyne acres or thereabouts be 
it more or less.) And alsoe the keeping 
on the pasture lands Twenty bullocks 
and Thirty lambes till Michaelmas next 
ensuing the said cattle and lambes are 
to be looked after at the cost & chargees 
of the said Stephen Ley. 
 
Item: Lastly it is agreed by & betweene 
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the said partyes hereunto that the said 
Hugh Stevens shall & will pay and discharge 
all Rates Taxes and impositions which shall 
be due and payable out of the said premises 
after the twenty fourth day of this instant 
June 1705. And the said Stephen Ley is to 
take all the pasturage of the said tenement 
till Michaelmas next ensuing in witness 
hereunto the parties aforesaid have sett 
their hands the day & yeare abovesaid but 
the timber which is the old kitchen is to be 
equally divided betweene the said Stephen 
Ley and the said Hugh Stevens. 

Stephen Ley 
Hugh Stevens 

Witness hereunto 
Robert Berry 
John Caddy 
 
This may in fact be a rough draft for the 
agreement, although it is signed, as the 
reverse contains various odd notes. Perhaps 
it was just used as ‘scrap paper’. 
 
Honourable Sir Mr Glubb is soe busy in 
keeping of his Court that I could not 
discoursed this fortnight wither he hath 
writ to you to know your Resolution 
concerning farm affairs withere we may 
keepe the goods that were seized on the 
farmers exe…..con or noe. And what 
method wee myst use  ….desion you would 
give me a line by the first of your 
sentiments of this matter. Wither ther be 
any hope of knoweing my just debt and 
hope youl take all imaginable care because 
the whole affair is left to your 
acknowledgement And youl highly oblige 
your frend & servant 
Do. Robert Incleyton attorny at Law at Lyon 
in London 
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39-00-00 
15-02– 6 
23-17– 6 

 
 

Barton November 2nd 1706 
 
Mr Robins 
 
Whereby Elinor Brocke doth mightily 
complaine how slacke and negligent you 
are in paying her monthly payment 
which is 2 shillings and six pence and 
that there is 6 months due to her at last 
Michaelmas behind and unpaid and 
shee being now out of service can badly 
subsist unless you pay her monthly yet 
we desire you to pay her arreareyes with 
all speede or otherwise I protest to you 
as being one of the parish of Buckland 
Brewer will use my utmost endeavour to 
put the bond in force against you if you 
suffer us to give her the least releifee 
and doubt not but recover the forfeture 
thereof therefore praysed for her money 
to be spedily and constantly by that 
manner. 
 
Then you save your self charges and 
trouble. 
 
It is almost certain that these payments 
relate to the maintenance of Catherine, 
the illegitimate daughter of Elinor Brook, 
who was baptised in Buckland Brewer in 

1703. Presumably Mr Robins was the 
father. Elinor was buried in Buckland 
Brewer in 1720. It is likely that Mr Robins 
was Anthony Robins, who had a wife, 
Gertrude née Blake and at least two 
children by the time Catherine Brook or 
Brock was born. 
 
Also on the reverse of the agreement are 
scribbled accounts. 
 
A note of what quantity of Busshells of 
Barley I have Threshed at Twitchin 
Item  Andrew Bishop threshed 05 1/2 
Thos. Snow & And. Bishop threshed 13 
1/4 
John Tallamy & Philip Ward have 
treshed the first line of oates 16 
John Tallamy & Phillip Ward threshed 
of Barley at Twitchin 12 1/2  
John Tallamy & Philip Ward threshed of 
oates 06 
John Tallamy & Philip Ward threshed of 
oates 08 
 
A note of what I have paid for oxen and 
sheepe 
 
Item Father Berry 2 oxen        10-10-00 
For 4 oxen at Buckland fair     17-09-00 
For 20 sheepe to Mr Caddy     09-05-00 
For 40 moore ewes at 4/4d      09-12-00 
For 19 weathers at 5/6d            02-15-00 
                                                     52-07-03 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
18 May 2016 Devon Dialect—Iris Wood 
15 June 2016 Outing to Petrockstow and Merton Historical Society. Meet at 7.00pm on 
Buckland Brewer Village Green 
18 June 2016 Holsworthy History Day 
20 July 2016 Outing to David Brown’s Mooseum of Dairying History 
17 August 2016 Outing to Bideford 
NB Change of date 14 September 2016 The Winslades of Winslade Barton—Cheryl 
Hayden from Brisbane  

Another note I made of the above 
mentioned goods. 
 

Item Father Bery 2 oxen                          12-10 
For 2 oxen at Buck. Fair                         12-00 
For Mr Caddy sheepe                              11-10 
For 47 ewes & weathers                          12-02 
For tenn veallers                                    04-05 
For 30 lambes                                      05-02-6 

57-09-6 
For six lambs                                     00-17-00 
Item for a calf                                     00-11.00 
 

51-9-6 
52-7-3 
05-2-3 
13-0-0 for 2 oxen left 
18-2-3 for 47 fleeces of wool 
03-10-6 
21-12-9 
 

Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon Journal. 
He began to write about Buckland Brewer 
in the issue of 5 September 1878. In doing 
so, he quotes at length from many earlier 
works. 

Davie of Orleigh 
From Buckland Brewer Register 
 
1745 Joseph Davie, December the 2nd 
(buried). 
1747-8 William the son of John Davie 
Esq. And Mary his wife was baptised 
February 20th. 
1751 Mary the daughter of John Davie 
Esq. and Mary his wife was baptized 
May ye 21st. 
1753 Mrs Mary Davie of Orleigh, was 
buried June 26th. 
1754 Mrs Mary Davie, of Orleigh’s (sic), 
infant was buried February  the 5th. 
1761 John Davie Esq. Was buried July ye 
27th. 
1764 Joseph, ye son of John Davie Esq. 
and  Eleanora his wife, was born May ye 
18th and baptized June ye 20th. 
1764 Charles, ye son of John Davie Esq. 
and  Eleanora his wife, was born August 
ye 18th and baptized October ye 14th. 
(This I suppose will be the Vicar). 
1765 Catharine ye daughter of William 
and Eliner Davie was baptized Oct ye 
16th. 
 

to be continued 

∼♦∼ 
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Tythecott History …. Continued 
 
Continuing John Hagan’s account of the history of Tythecott. 
 
Whether there was an earlier farmstead at this place, when Roman peacemakers 
were stationed in Exeter, and North Devon was a remote tribal area, we cannot 
know for certain, although it surely seems likely; but for the pre-Saxon name for 
this place, no trace remains. All the surrounding farmsteads also have names 
which are Anglo-Saxon in origin, and all are likely to have existed, in more or less 
the same locations as present, at the time of the Domesday Book survey in 1066. 
Eckworthy means “the homestead amongst the oaks”; Craneham “the crane’s 
meadow; Beara “the wooded pasture”. 
 
Tythecott was one of many small communities – individual farms and hamlets – 
which made up the manor and parish of Buckland, centred on the village of 
Buckland Brewer itself, which crowns the top of one of the highest hills in the 
locality. Here were found the two buildings most crucial to the social life and 
kinship bonds of the community – the church and the pub. The church of St. 
Mary and St. Benedict is the architectural centre-piece of the village. There is no 
record of when it was first built, but the south doorway of the present church is 

Young Farmers Identified 
 

Thanks to Emily Heal, we have identified not only the people in the picture of the 
Young Farmers, taken in the 1930s but also the farms that they lived on. 
 
From left to right:- 

 

Charlie Hookway of Southwood, 
John (Jack) Steer of Barton, Harry 
Bealey of East Heal, Bill Ashton of 
Thorne, George Heywood of 
Bowden, Percy Mills of Bearah, 
George Kivell of Thorne, Bill 
Tucker of Cleave, Francis Ashton 
of Thorne, Gladys Ashton of 
Thorne, Mercy Pickard of 
Goutisland, County Official, Ida 
Cock of Gorwood, County Official, 
Tom Cock of Gorwood. 
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and, even more importantly, who 
owed what to the king in terms of 
taxes), the manor of Buckland was 
held by Ansger the Breton from 
William’s half-brother Robert, Count 
of Mortain, who had become one of 
the greatest landholders in the south-
west. In the 13th century, the manor 
passed into the hands of the Brewer 
family – whose name, originally 
Bruyere, from the town of Bruyere in 
France, indicates their origins as 
followers of the Conqueror. The manor 
then gained its ‘surname’ meaning 
‘Buckland of the Brewers’ to 
distinguish it from the many other 
places in Devon called Buckland. 
 
The village itself stands more-or-less at 
the hightest point of land in the north 
of the parish; in the south, the highest 
point is the open moor at Thornhill 
Head. From here, looking north, across 
the lower hills, valleys and woods in 
between, Buckland and its high-
towered church can clearly be seen. 
The small community at Thornhill 
replies more modestly with a simple 
Methodist chapel, albiet one in a 
spectacular setting near the crest of 
the hill. Looking south from the top of 
Thorn Moor in good weather, the 
distant plateau of brooding Dartmoor 
can be seen, like a land-locked island, 
about 30 miles away. 
 
The great ridge crowned by Thorn 
Moor, stretches around north-east and 
north-west in two great ‘arms’ which 
cup in between them the sloping bowl 
of farmland occupied by the farms of 
Silkland and Vielstone, and which are 

the oldest surviving part of the structure, 
built some time after the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 and before 1185. The 
majority of the church would appear to 
be of late Medieval build, approximately 
early 15th century, although parts of it 
were rebuilt and extended following a 
lightening strike in 1769 and violent 
storms in 1877. Greeting travellers on the 
road entering the village from the south, 
is the “Coach & Horses” public house, 
which has stood on this site since the 13th 
century. It was once only one of several 
pubs in the village, the names of some of 
those now long since vanished being 
remembered as “The Bell”, “The Black 
Horse” and “Hunter’s Inn”. 
 
The very name of Buckland Brewer 
reveals important parts of the history of 
this place.  At first, the village was just 
called Buckland and the name is first 
recorded in the time of Alfred the Great, 
King of Wessex in the 9th century. 
Buckland means “book-land” or land 
which was held by its lord from the king 
by grant of ‘book’ or written title. The last 
Saxon lord of Buckland was Edmer, 
known as “The Black” who was 
dispossessed by the Normans after their 
conquest of the kingdom in 1066;  we 
have no idea of what became of him; he 
might have perished with King Harold’s 
army at Hastings. At the time of the 
Doomsday Book, the great survey of 
England carried out at the command of 
William the Conqueror and completed in 
1086 (essentially for the purpose of 
establishing, after the upheaval caused by 
the conquest and the replacement of the 
English-speaking aristocracy with a 
French-speaking one, who owned what, 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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the late 17th Century is still standing – it 
is the long, low stone building which 
runs parallel to the road on the very 
northern edge of the farmyard and into 
whose outer wall the red post-box is set. 
Originally, when this building was the 
home of the family who owned 
Tythecott, the farm yard itself was on 
the opposite side of the road, in the field 
opposite the post-box. 
 
Prior to the mechanisation of farming in 
the 20th century, there were a lot more 
jobs available in small farm 
communities, and this is reflected in the 
fact that in the 19th century, Tythecott 
had a much more substantial population 
that it does now. The 1891 census reveals 
a population of 29 men, women and 
children living in Tythecott – as well as 
the farmers, John and Elizabeth Blight 
who owned Tythecott Farm itself and 
their three children, there were families 
living in the three cottages simply 
described as “Tythecott Hamlet”, three 
more households at “Higher Court” and 
another family living at “Tythecott Hill 
Cottage”. In addition, the census records 
a further six cottages in Tythecott which 
were now “uninhabited” indicating that 
the population had once been even 
greater. Where are all these houses now?  
Some are certainly still standing.  
Turning left (downhill) out of the farm 
you come quickly to a cottage at the 
junction between the roads heading 
towards Thornhill Head and Eckworthy, 
now called “Cross Hill Cottage”. Turning 
right (uphill) takes you to Higher Court, 
which is on your left, where the road 
bends sharply to the right.  What is now 
one house, was once two separate 

separated from ‘shaking hands’ only by 
the wooded valley which divides 
Tythecott and Eckworthy farms. The 
north-eastern extent of the ridge, then, 
ends in ‘Hembury Hill’, and it is the 
northern and western slopes of this hill 
which belong to Tythecott hamlet. 
 
The centre of the hamlet is, of course, the 
farm itself, currently consisting of 176 
acres devoted to the maintenance of a 
herd of hundreds of beef cattle.  In the 
past, the farm was home to a greater 
variety of animals, as part of a largely 
self-sufficient local community.  This 
part of its history is indicated by the 
name of the large field containing the 
very old oak tree which sweeps around 
the south of the farmyard – “Pigs 
Meadow”. Place names do tend to ‘stick’. 
After all, it has also been a long time 
since Tyda lived here! A well, still used to 
supply water to the farmhouse, is 
situated in Pig’s Meadow. 
 
If you walked to the bottom of Pig’s 
Meadow, heading downhill from the 
farmyard, you would find yourself at the 
top of a steep drop above the road below, 
a ‘bite’ into the hillside which has left 
something of a cliff now thoroughly 
bedecked with green overgrowth. What 
lies beneath the overgrowth is revealed 
by the name of the field opposite – 
“Quarry Field”. This was indeed the local 
quarry from which stone was taken over 
the centuries to build the farmhouse, the 
cottages of smallholders and farm 
labourers, and the water-mill. 
 
The present farmhouse dates from 1919, 
but the original farmhouse, dating from 
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cottages, which have been knocked 
together.  Walking back down the lane 
from Higher Court to the farm, you reach 
the junction in the Buckland road on your 
right.  Following this road brings you to a 
thatched cottage, “Tythecott Hill Cottage”, 
and then a little further on, another 
cottage called “Little Tythecott”. 
Continuing along the Buckland road you 
reach a bridge over a fast-flowing little 
river called Lydeland Water. This is the 
‘border’ of Tythecott, the north side of the 
stream being Craneham Wood. On your 
left as you stand at the bridge facing 
north, is a house called Tythecott Mill, 
which has long since ceased its original 
function, but retains its name. 
 
Other houses have fallen into ruin and are 
lost from sight now. An old photograph of 
the farm taken in the 1960s however, 
reveals a row of three small cottages, 
uninhabited but still standing, near the 
southern edge of the farmyard (where a 
large modern barn now stands next to the 
old slurry pit which has become a duck 
pond). The driveway which gives access to 
the holiday accommodation in the 
converted threshing barn (now fully 
residential), was once the lane running 
down to these cottages. For a long time it 
was green and overgrown, but it now 
knows footfall and traffic again, even if 
that traffic has horsepower rather than 
horse’s hooves! 
 
In the woods beside the stream at the 
bottom of Tythecott Hill can be found an 
overgrown stone building which was, in 
the 19th century, a working slaughter 
house and shop. There was (and remnants 
still exist) a track from the building, along 

the south side of the river joining the 
road by Tythecott Mill. 
 
So this sizeable community in the 
south of the parish had their own 
mill, butcher’s shop, and post-box at 
Tythecott Farm.  You will notice that 
the post-box is an ‘original’ marked 
with the Latin initials of the reigning 
monarch when it was installed – 
Victoria Regina. The pub and parish 
church were up in Buckland Brewer 
village, of course, but two small 
dissenting chapels could be found – 
one up the Eckworthy Road, the other 
on Thornhill Head (now fully 
upgraded). The occupations of the 
population of Tythecott hamlet in 
1891, aside from Farmer Blight, are 
variously listed as – agricultural 
labourer, needle-woman, carpenter, 
glass-maker, mason, thatcher and 
shoe-maker. 
 
With mechanisation in farming, and 
the growth of the cities, and ever 
more opportunities for social 
mobility, many farming hamlets such 
as Tythecott have dwindled in size 
over the last 100 years. But today, 
where it is appropriate, more and 
more farm buildings are being 
converted, or indeed returned, to use 
as homes for guests and visitors. I am 
sure that all the people who have 
lived in this beautiful place in the 
heart of Devon over two millennia 
and more, would be glad to know that 
people are returning here, and 
walking again the lanes they walked. 
 

John Hagan – August, 2010.   
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There is another copy in The Devon 
Heritage Centre. The third copy is often  
harder to track down and we have not 
been able to locate that for Buckland 
Brewer. The Genealogist subscription 
website https://www.thegenealogist.co.
uk also gives access to the English and 
Welsh tithe records. A transcript of the 
Devon schedule can be found at http://
w w w . f o d a . o r g . u k / T i t h e / P a r i s h %
20Search%20Page.aspx but this does not 
include the plot numbers. The schedule, 
including a full transcription and a copy 
of the map is being made available on 
the Devon Heritage Centre website 
http://www.devon.gov.uk/tithemaps.
htm. At present only the first half of the 
parish is available as a transcription but 
there is a pdf of the whole of the original 
schedule. 
 
As these are very large maps, obtaining 
copies can be difficult or expensive. We 
are fortunate that Devon tithe maps are 
available for purchase on CD from 
Devon Heritage Centre. There are strict 
restrictions on how these maps can be 
used but private study such as we are 
undertaking is acceptable.  
 
It took several hours to download and 
print a single colour copy of the map 
from the CD. The way the software 
works meant that we ended up with a 60 
piece jigsaw, as the maximum size of 
image that we could print was about 7x4 
inches. We joined these together to 
form 12 A3 sheets and then recopied 
these three times. We needed to make 
sure that the copies were large enough 
for the plot numbers to be visible 

Colouring for Grown-ups:  

a mapping exercise 
 
In our last newsletter we mentioned that 
we had been colouring in copies of the 
tithe maps for the parish, to give us a 
better idea of land ownership, occupants 
and land use. This exercise also fitted in 
well with our plans for a collaborative 
book about the agricultural history of the 
parish. This article gives more detail 
about what we have been doing.  
 
For those who are not aware, all over the 
country, three copies of each parish tithe 
map were created in the late 1830s or 
early 1840s as part of the process of 
reforming the tithe system. That for 
Buckland Brewer was drawn up in 1841. 
The maps do vary in quality, some 
surveys being more accurate than others. 
The scale is large, usually between 13 and 
26 inches to the mile. The accompanying 
apportionments or schedules allow you 
to identify the owners, occupiers, area, 
land use and value of each numbered 
plot on the map. Our aim was to use the 
schedules to identify land owners, land 
use and occupants and then ‘colour-in’ 
three copies of the map to indicate what 
we had found. More information about 
tithes can be found in the research guide 
on the National Archives’ website http://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-
your-research/research-guides/tithes/.  
 
First obtain copies of your tithe map …
Of the three original tithe maps, one is 
now at The National Archives in Class 
IR30 and is made available on microfiche. 
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without the use of a magnifying glass. 
Sometimes the maps are indistinct; ours 
had suffered from several accidents with a 
bottle of ink. An option open to us is to 
access the other copy of the map, held at 
the National Archives, to fill in the parts 
that are obscured by ink. 
 
…. and the tithe schedule. The schedules 
are housed with the maps; the National 
Archives’ copies being in Class IR29. The 
plot numbers in the schedule relate to 
areas on the map. Unfortunately, the 
schedule is in alphabetical order of 
landowners’ name. This means that, 
although the plot numbers may appear in 
clusters, the entries are far from being in 
numerical order. Another drawback is that 
sub-tenancies may not be apparent; some 
rows of cottages might be grouped 
together as one plot number 
and the occupiers listed as, 
for example, ‘Robert Clarke 
and others’. 
 
Next assemble some 
‘willing’ assistants. 
Although it would be 
possible to carry out this 
exercise on your own, it is 
much easier with one or two 
helpers. One person can 
then colour in the land use 
map and another (or two 
others) the maps for land 
owners and occupants. We 
did find that whoever had 
the land use map had the 
hardest job. It is also very 
useful to have more than 
one pair of eyes when 

looking for a specific plot number on the 
map. The next move was to use one 
colour for each type of land use/land 
owner/occupant and start colouring. As 
a rough guide, we estimate that our 
parish took about thirty hours to finish; 
this was with two and sometimes three 
of us working together. 
 
Don’t do as we did. Sounds so easy 
doesn’t it. Please benefit from our 
experience. Before we started, we had 
made a list of all the different uses of 
land listed on the schedule for the 
parish and decided that we could 
combine some of these. For example, 
did we really need to distinguish 
between ‘pasture’ and ‘course pasture’, 
or ‘timber’ and ‘coppice’, or could these 
be the same colour? If you are ever 

Sketch map taken from our coloured land-use tithe map 
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parish was owned by the Clinton 
Estate but although Lord Rolle 
had a sizeable holding, 
particularly near the village, this 
was not the case. There was also 
far more arable land than we 
were expecting, thinking that 
our soil was more suitable for 
pasture.  
 
We do tend to have the 
impression that our agricultural 
labourer ancestors all undertook 
similar work but investigating 
land use emphasises that all 
agricultural labourers are not the 
same; some will be planting 
crops and others herding 

animals or fruit growing. We also noticed 
that almost all the farms were laid out in 
a similar way, with orchards and a small 
meadow near to the farm house and a 
strip of timber on the edge of the land 
holding.  
 
When it came to occupants, there were 
some very strange configurations, with 
individual occupants having scattered 
holdings. Sometimes there was evidence 
of the perpetuation of the Medieval strip 
system. In other instances, ownership 
patterns resulted in an unexpected 
chequer-board pattern, as shown in the 
diagram. This exercise has been very time 
consuming but also very rewarding and 
informative.  We hope to include our 
findings for selected parts of the parish in 
our agricultural history book. 
 

Janet Few 

tempted to do something like this, allocate 
the colours before you start, trying to use 
ones that look distinct from each other. 
Seriously consider using hatching instead 
of solid colour. We (stupidly) decided on 
solid yellow for ‘arable’ and wore through 
three yellow crayons. Felt pen may work 
better than crayon, particularly if the map 
is very dark. It is possible to repeat the 
colours used to illustrate land use, to 
represent land owners or occupiers but if 
possible find a different colour for each 
land owner. There may well be too many 
occupiers for each of them to have a 
different colour but this is where using 
stripes (horizontal, vertical, diagonal, 
cross-hatched) give you more flexibility. 
 
What did we find? The exercise proved to 
be really enlightening. We were under the 
impression that the vast majority of the 

Sketch map taken from our coloured land-owners 
map, showing how alternate fields were owned by 

different people 


