
We are pleased to announce the 
completion of one of our projects. 
Last year, in conjunction with the 
Women’s Institute, we set out to 
replicate a scrapbook that they 
had compiled in 1965, showing a 
portrait of the parish at that time. 
 
Thanks to the hard work of the 
contributors and especially to Gill 
Willett, who pulled the final 
‘scrapbook’ together, we now 
have a similar record of life in 
Buckland Brewer for 2015. Both 
the 1965 and the 2015 scrapbooks 
have been digitised and put onto 
a disc, copies of which are 
available from the History Group 
at £5 each (for a single disc 
containing images from both 
scrapbooks). Any profits will go 
towards the urgent and very 
expensive, repairs that are needed 
to the church tower. 
 
In May, Iris Wood came and gave 
us a very entertaining talk about 
Devonshire dialect. The first of 
our summer outings took place in 
June, when we were the guests of 
Petrockstowe and Merton History 

Group. The uncertain weather 
was kind to us and we had a 
fascinating stroll round Merton, 
led by Phil Collins. One of the 
curiosities was the holes in a 
couple of the older gravestones 
and several theories as to their 
purpose were suggested. 
 
It seems likely that they were 
intended for the insertion of 
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Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, Buckland 
Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is updated 
regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 

Merton Gravestone 



 

 
 
 

 

supporting poles, although the idea that 
they were for flowers is more romantic! 
<https://bickerparishcouncil.wordpress.
com/2013/06/28/bicker-curiosities-holey-
gravestones/>. 
 
We look forward to welcoming 
Petrockstowe and Merton History Group 
on a return visit to Buckland Brewer next 
year. 
 
We have been in evidence on display at 
various local events and further afield. As 
these occasions included the Queen’s 
birthday celebrations, we put together 
some items about the parish in 1926 (see 
pages 8 & 9). We also took this to 
Holsworthy History Day and Berry Castle 
Open Day. The latter was ‘interesting’ 
logistically as the display area was at the 
Castle, which is a considerable distance 
from the road. Having been blown away at 
the Buckland fete, we were adamant that 
our display needed to be under cover and 
sure enough we had a large tent, with jolly, 
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Out and About in Merton 

retro curtains. Unfortunately, this was a 
hot day with no sign of wind or rain, so 
any perusal of our display was limited by 
how long the public could endure the heat 
and humidity in the tent! 
 
Part of the proceedings on the day was the 
‘Berry Wave’, when those present stood on 
the perimeter of the iron age fort, in order 
to be photographed by a drone. This gave 
a very good impression of the extent of the 
fort. The video is available on Youtube 
<https://youtu.be/jQpCxrCVsZU>. 
 
In July, we were treated to a trip to East 
Hele Farm. Our hosts, members David and 
Linda Brown, greeted us in appropriate 
dairying attire. David outlined the history 
of the farm before showing us his 
impressive collection of dairying artefacts, 
built up over many years. 

Details of our future meetings can be 
found on page 12. 
 
Please see page 10 for ways in which you 
could help our society. 

At East Hele Farm 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ wrote 
regularly in the North Devon Journal. He 
began to write about Buckland Brewer in the 
issue of 5 September 1878. In doing so, he 
quotes at length from many earlier works. 
 
* 1767 Jenny ye daughter of Willm. and 
Elinor Davie was baptized June ye 21st. 
1768 Eleanora daughter of John Davie Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife was born Dec. ye 4th 
1767, and baptized May ye 19th 1768. 
1769 Juliana, ye daughter of John Davie, Esq. 
and Eleanora his wife, was born Dec. 31st, 
1768, and baptised March ye 3rd 1769. 
* 1769 Elizabeth, ye daughter of Wm. And 
Elinor Davie, was baptized April ye 30th. 
1770 John, son of John Davie, Esq., and 
Eleanora wis wife, was born 13th May, 1770, 
and baptised August 23rd. 
* 1771 William, son of William and Elinor 
Davie was baptized Oct ye 6th. 
1771 Thomas, son of John Davie, Esq. And 
Eleanor his wife, was born May 21st, and 
baptized Dec. ye 18th. 
1772 Eustatia, daughter of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, was born May ye 21st, 
and baptized Sept. ye 10th. 
1773 Frances, daughter of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, was born July ye 6th, 
and baptised Sept. ye 24th. 
* 1774 Ann, daughter of William and Elinor 
Davy, was baptized March ye 27th. 
1774 Harriet, daughter of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, was born August 
24th, and baptized October ye 18th. 
* 1776 Mary, daughter of Willm. And Elinor 
Davy, Sept. 29th (baptized). 

1778 Peregrine, son of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, was born April 
15th, and baptized 27th May. 
1780 Mary, daughter of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, born April ye 27th, 
baptized July ye 31st. 
1783 Henry, ye son of John Davie, Esq., 
and Eleanora his wife, born ye 14th of 
Sept., 1782, baptized January ye 9th, 1783. 
1770 Charles Davie Esq., of Penheal, in 
the county of Cornwall, buried Sept. 6th. 
1793 John Davie, Esq., June 19th (buried). 
1800 Eleanora, wife of John Davie, Esq., 
of Orleigh, was buried Sept. 22, aged 59 
years. 

Davie Monument in the 
Orleigh Chapel 
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On a marble tablet beneath is the 
following:- 
“Underneath lies the body of Juliana, the 
wife of Joseph Davie, of Orleigh Esq., and 
daughter of John Pryce, of Newtown, in ye 
county of Montgomery, Bart., who 
departed this life the 3rd of Feb, 1720, in the 
28th year of her age, in the small pox, to 
the unspeakable affliction of her husband, 
children and relations, and to ye great 
grieff of all that knew her. She was a 
woman that was indued with as much 
beauty, virtue, and goodness as ever lived 
or ever died, in sad remembrance, this 
small stone is erected to her memory by 
her unhappy but faithful partner.” 
 
On a marble tablet at the east end:- 
“In memory of Edward Lee Esq., of Orleigh 
Court, 20 years major of the North Devon 
regiment of militia, who died Jan. 17th 1819, 
aged 51 years.” 

 

to be continued 

* 1765 William Davie, 
sojourner, and Eleanor 
Short, of Buckland 
Brewer, married by 
banns, June 30th 1765. 
 
The seven entries marked 
thus *  evidently belong 
to another family. 
 

ORLEIGH CHAPEL 
 

An ornate marble 
monument, almost filling 
the west end of the 
Orleigh chapel, has this 
inscription:- 
 
“Subtus jacent Johannes et Maria Davie 
de Orleigh, in Comitatu Devoniae Par 
Amatisimam Felici olim Iuncti 
Connubio nec jam Dissiti Sepulchro 
Mercator ille hisce regionibus 
Praeclarus Consillis, Operibusm 
Exemplo, Biddefordensibus Suia ita 
benefecit ut Commercium heic loci cum 
Illo Simul et Floruisse et Cecidisse 
poené videatur Charitate Plenu Optima 
et Diffuscissima Pauperea Sustentabat 
non tam Dando, quam ad utiles Labores 
provocando Ipse interea factus, 
Opulentus Divitiis bene partis aderat 
omni tempore dilecta Conjux Maria 
Mater Familias Pia, Constans, Frugi, 
Pudica, Marito fida Curarum omnium 
Socia et Solamen Perpetuum. 
Obiit {Hic Vicessimo Octobris, 1710. 
          {Illa Quarto Aprilis 1709. 
Optimis Parentibus Monumentum hoc, 
pletatis ergo Posuit Iosephus, Filius, et 
Haeres ex Patris Testimento Superstes.” 

The Bottom of the Davie Monument 
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Buckland Emigrants—the 

Rowes and the Narraways 
 
In 1811, John Rowe and Mary Bayly 
married in Buckland Brewer. Although it 
seems that the family remained in 
Buckland Brewer, their five eldest 
children were baptised in Barnstaple 
Wesleyan Methodist Circuit and the 
three youngest in the Bideford circuit. 
There was a Rowe family at Cannapark 
at this time and this could be where they 
were living. In 1832, the Rowes left for 
Prince Edward Island. This was part of a 
wave of migrations from the Bideford 
area, as shipbuilders began to set up 
yards on both sides of the Atlantic.  

The early records for Prince Edward 
Island are fragmentary and nothing 
further can be found about John after 
his emigration. Mary’s grave has been 
located in Lower Montague Cemetery on 
Prince Edward Island; she died in 1870 
and it is likely that John pre-deceased 
her by several years. 
 
Some of their children have left a trail 
that can be followed. The eldest son, 

Jabez, moved on to Brantford, 
Ontario, where he was a shoemaker. 
He and his wife, Jane, had two sons. 
There were others from Buckland 
Brewer in Brantford. Mary Rowe, who 
was almost certainly John Rowe’s first 
cousin, married William Narraway in 
Buckland Brewer in 1813. They had 
eleven children, of whom five have 
been traced. Like the Rowes, some 
were baptised in Bideford Methodist 
Circuit, whilst they remained living in 
Buckland Brewer. James Narraway 
was a millwright and at least two of 
his sons followed him into the trade. 
They lived at a property known as 
‘Mill Tenement’ in Tithecott. It is 
clear that the Narraways did not go 

directly to Brantford 
on leaving Devon and 
it seems likely that an 
early port of call was 
Picton in Nova Scotia. 
 
Warner and Beer’s 
History of Brant 
County (1883) p. 526 
reads: 
“HARTNOLL  A. 
NARRAWAY, retired 
millwright, was born 
Feb. 23rd, 1827 [he was 

actually born in 1825], in Devonshire, 
England, and is a son of James 
Narraway, a native of the same shire, 
and a millwright by occupation. He 
came to Canada in 1843, settling in 
the “Johnson Settlement” in Brantford 
Township where J. N. and his son W. 
A. N. together bought 150 acres of 
land, which is still owned by 
members of the family. He (J. N.) 
married Mary Rowe, a native of 

The Baptism of Manoah Rowe1 
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and they had one child, Minney; 
Methodist; d. 12 May 1899. Rowe, a 
Liberal, was elected to the House of 
Assembly in the general election of 
1873 in 4th Kings. Rowe came to the 
Island in 1832. Besides being a farmer, 
he was involved in a number of 
mercantile activities in the Montague 
area. He operated a general store in 
Montague Bridge, and was a general 
importer, shipbuilder, and customs 
collector in Montague. He also 
operated a country tavern in the 
Montague area. While in his twenties, 
Rowe was a member of the Young 
Men’s Temperance Society. Records 
indicate that for a period of time 
Rowe lived in Summerside. Later, 
certainly by 1880, he made his home 
in Montague Bridge. His numerous 
economic interests in the Montague 
area indicate that at some time 
previous to residing in Summerside 
he may have lived near Montague. 
Manoah Rowe died 12 May 1899. 
Penelope Rowe was born ca. 1825 and 
died 13 September 1907. Her parents 
emigrated to the Island from 
England. The 1881 Census indicates 
that Minney Rowe was born in New 
Brunswick.” 
 
Perhaps ‘credit’ was not the word, as 
this information is full of errors. 
There is no evidence to support the 
statement that Manoah was married 
and in fact, Penelope was his sister. 
Not only can no marriage record be 
found but a careful look at the 1881 
Canadian census shows that both 

Devonshire, England, and they were the 
parents of eleven children, five sons and 
six daughters. Seven of these are now 
living. He died in 1851; the mother died 
April 14th, 1883, in her 90th year. 
Hartnoll A., of whom we write, 
accompanied his parents to Nova Scotia 
when quite young, and lived in 
Guysborough and Picton for a few 
years; afterwards resided one year in the 
United States; and then came to Brant 
County, when sixteen years of age. 
There he learned the millwright trade, 
which he followed until 1869, then 
abandoned it on account of ill health. 
Mr. Narraway’s mother and family came 
to this city in 1856, having rented the 
farm. He resided in California two years 
engaged in fruit culture. He is a 
member of the Wellington Street 
Methodist Church of Canada, and in 
politics is a Liberal. His brother W. A. 
Narraway, was engaged in the 
millwright business up to a few years 
before his death, which occurred in 
May, 1881.” 
 
To return to the Rowes, most is known 
about the youngest son, Manoah. 
Tracking him down is helped by his 
unusual name and the fact that he was a 
prominent citizen on Prince Edward 
Island. Several websites contain 
identical information, so it is difficult to 
know who to credit.  
 
They read:- “ROWE, MANOAH, farmer, 
merchant, shipbuilder, and customs 
collector; b. ca. 1813, in England; m. 
Penelope Rowe of Prince Edward Island, 
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George Dundas, it continued to be 
active and a posse of reluctant 
conscripts was assembled to attempt 
to put down a series of riots. Manoah 
Rowe was very active in the League. 

 
In the end, the 
issue was resolved 
in a round about 
way. At this point, 
Prince Edward 
Island was not part 
of Canada. In 1873, 
a railway project, in 
which the island 

had invested heavily, failed. In order to 
get itself out of financial difficulty, PEI 
agreed to join what was then known as 
the Dominion of Canada. The 
Canadian government provided the 
money to purchase the remaining 
leases and by 1878, land was made 
available for purchase under the terms 
of the Compulsory Land Purchase Act. 
 
More work needs to be done on these 
families but they certainly seemed to 
make their mark in their new homes. 
 
Robertson, Ian Ross ‘The Posse 
Comitatus Incident of 1865’, in The 
Island Magazine  No. 24 1988. See 
<http://vre2.upei.ca/islandmagazine/
fedora/repository/vre:islemag-batch2-
311/OBJ/preview.pdf>. 
 
1. From Barnstaple Wesleyan 

Circuit records. 
2. 1881 census record for PEI. N.B. 

Manoah’s age is incorrect by ten 
years. 

Manoah and Penelope were listed as 
single and Minnie’s parents were 
recorded a having been born in New 
Brunswick, whereas Manoah and 
Penelope were born in England. 

 
Manoah was certainly involved in an 
interesting part of the history of Prince 
Edward Island. When Manoah was at 
Montague Bridge, most of the islanders 
did not own their own property and the 
inability to acquire freehold land was a 
very sore point with the tenants. By the 
1860s, this had come to a head and even a 
delegation to London failed to bring 
about reform. The Tenant Union of PEI, 
or Tenants’ League, was established in 
1864, following a meeting at the North 
American Hotel in Charlottetown. This 
was, from the outset, designed as a non-
political movement, as politicians of all 
persuasions were seen to have failed the 
cause in the past. Effectively, the tenants 
agreed to go on strike and withhold their 
rents from the proprietors, a number of 
whom were not even resident on PEI. 
Estimates of how many supported the 
League varied wildly from ‘100 hard core 
supporters’ to 14,000! There were veiled 
threats of intervention by the militia and 
reviving the posse comitatus. Despite the 
League being banned by the Governor, 

The 1881 census for Manoah and Penelope Rowe2 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Buckland Brewer in 1926 

 
Here are some of the things that we discovered about Buckland Brewer in the year 
1926, when we were putting together our display for the Queen’s birthday 
celebrations. 

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials in Buckland Brewer in 1926 
 

Baptisms at St Mary and St Benedict 
11 April 1926 Walter Ronald Dennis son of Walter and Frances Edith Dennis, 
Horseman of The Village, born 26 March 1926 
6 June 1926 John David Graham Hewitt son of John  Graham and Esther Graham of 
The Cottage, Windy Ridge, Lieutenant Royal Navy born  2 May 1926 
19 June 1926 Wilson Prance son of Arthur Thomas and Annie Prance, Row Terrace, 
labourer born 19 September 1923 
19 June 1926 Roy (born 25 August 1916), Cecil (born 6 November 1919) and Joyce Blight 
(born 23 February 1923) children of Percy and Emily Edith Blight, roller man of New 
Buildings, Buckland Brewer 
 
Marriages at St Mary and St Benedict 
1 March 1926 Albert Henry Leverton aged 24 shop assistant of Buckland Brewer, son 
of James Leverton, blacksmith married Beatrice Johns, aged 23 of Buckland Brewer 
Village, daughter of John Johns deceased. Witnessed S J Leverton and W H Johns. 
 
Burials at St Mary and St Benedict 
10 April 1926 Ellen Hockin Lee aged 69 of Buckland Brewer Village 
14 October 1926 Lydia Squire aged 79 of 3 Salisbury Terrace, Bideford 
11 December 1926 Alice Liverton aged 64 of Church Town, Buckland Brewer 
 
Burials at Thornhillhead 
Elizabeth Ann Fursman died 31 December 1926 at Holwell Farm 
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Unfortunately we do not have the names of these pupils. Please get in touch if you 
recognise, parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles etc.. 

Mr Babb’s Class 

Charles and James Johns 
 

Both of Tythecott, Buckland Brewer. 
 

Charles and James were cousins, sharing 
the same grandparents and great 
grandparents, who also lived in Tythecott 
during their time.   
 
Their family history: Their great 
grandparents, William Johns (born 1787 
East Putford) and Elizabeth Redicleve 
(born 1790 Buckland Brewer) married at 
Buckland Brewer in 1811, and moved into 

∼♦∼ 

Tythecott Hill Cottage, Tythecott. They 
had seven children (all boys except for 
one girl. Their youngest, Charles (born 
1834), married Betsey Jewell in 1860. 
Charles was a Thatcher and lived all his 
life in Tythecott Hill Cottage and in their 
turn they had five children (four boys 
with, again, only one girl).   
 
Their second boy, Harry (born 1863) also 
chose to be a Thatcher and in 1867 
married Eva Ann Blight in Buckland 
Brewer, set up home in Tythecott 
Cottage and had two boys, John and 
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Can you Help? 
 
We need items for future newsletters 
please. If you have anything that we 
could use, please get in touch. It doesn’t 
have to be a fully formed article, just 
something that we can work with. 
 
In November we are hoping to tell the 
stories of some of the servicemen whose 
lives that we have been investigating 
over the last two years. We would like to 
concentrate on those who served and 
survived. If you have been researching 
one of these men and could share your 
findings for 5 or 10 minutes we would be 
very grateful. 
 
If you would rather not speak, please 
bring your printed information to share. 

∼♦∼ 

Charles (born 1896). It is their younger lad, 
Charles whose life we follow:  
 
After leaving school he moved into and 
started work at Tythecott Farm as a Cattle 
Tender for Mrs. Blight – her husband John 
having previously died. He remained as 
Mrs. Blight’s live-in farm-hand until finally 
joining the Army for WW1 on 22nd May, 
1918, when he became Private Charles 
Johns No. 50977 D.I.B.D. of the 7th 
Somerset Light Infantry, serving in France 
and gaining the Victory Medal and the 
British War Medal in 1919 for the various 
theatres of war in which he was involved.   
After his army discharge he returned to 
Tythecott, and in 1921 married Bertha 
Braund. It is not clear as to whether they 
also lived at Tythecott Cottage or Higher 
Court, Tythecott, or whether both of these 
were really one building. His occupation 
after the war is unknown at present.  Sadly, 
Bertha died in 1955 and two years later, or 
thereabouts, Charles was found drowned 
in the nearby well. A very sad end to a 
brave man, as were so many at that time.   
 
We must now move back to Charles Johns 
and Betsey Jewell and their children. The 
youngest of their five was Caleb who 
became a Rabbit Trapper. He continued to 
live at Tythecott  Hill Cottage and married 
Catherine (Carrie) Agnes Pridham just 
prior to the turn of the century. Before her 
early death she gave birth to five children, 
of which only two survived into adulthood.  
Their eldest, James, (born 1900) is the 
second lad that we follow into WW1. At 
the present time it is unclear how he was 
employed after leaving school until 

enlisting into the army on 25th June 1918 
and becoming Private James Johns No. 
46192 of the 1st Royal Berkshire 
Regiment and then later the 2nd Royal 
Berkshire. James is also noted as 
belonging to the 3rd Royal Berkshire 
Regiment. No records have so far been 
found of medals, although he 
undoubtedly received some upon 
serving in France and finally leaving the 
army. Unfortunately also, so far no 
further information has been located as 
to the rest of his life. 
 

Christine Rutter 
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 Lost on the Somme 

William Shaxon 

 
As we commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme, 
we tell the story of William Shaxon, who 
appears on the Buckland Brewer war 
memorial and who lost his life on the first 
day of this battle. 
 
According to the 1891 and the 1901 
censuses, William Shaxon was born 
around 1888 in Northam, although there 
wasn’t a birth registered in that name 
anywhere in the country. Consequently 
we don’t know who William’s parents 
were. We do know that he was the 
nephew of William Shaxon (1826 - 1902) 
and that William’s daughter, Elizabeth, 
was named as William’s cousin and next 
of kin in his Army attestation papers. 
 
In 1901 William was working as a cow 
boy at Frains for Robert Harris. When he 
joined the Army in 1905 he was 18 years 
old, just under 5’ 6”, weighed 123 lbs, had 
a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and dark 
brown hair. More information gleaned 
from his attestation papers was that he 
had previously applied to join the Royal 
Marines but had been unfit due to his 
eyesight. He also said he had been 
employed by Mr Steer of Bideford as a 
farm labourer. William joined the 4th 
Battalion Devon Regiment for six years.  
 
By 1911, he was a Lance Corporal with the 
2nd Battalion Devonshire Regiment and 
stationed in Malta. His regimental 
number was 8029. 

 
The 2nd Devons were stationed in Malta 
from 1910 - 1912 and then moved to 
Egypt. While in Egypt, William married 
Hannah Chadburn in 1914; a daughter, 
Joan Elizabeth, was born to them in 1915 
in Bulwell, Nottinghamshire.  
 
The 2nd Devons returned to England in 
1914 for war service. 
 
On the 1st July 1916, the Battle of the 
Somme commenced and the 2nd 
Devons were north of La Boiselle; the 
aim was to reach Pozieres. At 6.35am a 
tremendous bombardment opened 
which lasted for an hour. This 

William Shaxon 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
17 August 2016 Guided Tour of Bideford with Chris Braund. Meet in the car park on the 
Pill, Kingsley Road, Bideford (opposite the Burton Art Gallery) at 7.15pm 
NB Change of date 14 September 2016 The Winslades of Winslade Barton—Cheryl 
Hayden from Brisbane  
19 October 2016 The Diaries of Tom Robins: a family history of hill farming on Exmoor – 
Stuart Windsor 
16 November 2016 Buckland Brewer World War 1 Servicemen’s Stories and AGM 
December 2016 No Meeting this year 

bombardment was meant to 
destroy the enemy lines which 
were less than half a mile away. 
At 7.30am the soldiers went “over 
the top” to be met with a hail of 
fire. William, who had by now 
gained the rank of Sergeant, was 
lost, presumed dead. We don’t 
know when his body was 
recovered but it was recovered 
and buried at Ovillers Military 
Cemetery. On 28 July 1917 
Sergeant William Shaxon was 
awarded the Military Medal.  
 
His wife and daughter were living at 
Alverstone, Mead Road, Cranleigh, Surrey 
in 1938. Joan was a teacher. In 1939 they 
emigrated on board the Queen Mary to 
America and then on to Canada. They 
must have returned to the UK, as we find 
them crossing the Atlantic again in 1949. 
 
Joan does not appear to have married, so it 
is unlikely that William has any 
descendants. She is intriguing as she  lived 
in Yukon, Canada and is described on her 

gravestone in Grey Mountain Cemetery, 
Whitehorse, as an “adventurer, teacher 
and artist”. She endowed a bursary 
through the Yukon Foundation for a 
Canadian university student from 
Yukon “pursuing studies in  fine arts, art 
history, museum studies, or arts 
administration.” Her artistic works 
appear to have been watercolours but 
we have yet to discover how she 
qualified as an “adventurer”. 
 

Gill Willett and Janet Few 

∼♦∼ 


