
 

 

William ‘Willie’ Branch 
 
William Branch was born on 27 March 1899, the son of William Henry and Mary 
Susan Branch née Collacott. On 11 April 1904 William was enrolled in Buckland 
Brewer school and he remained there until 19 March 1913, when he reached school 
leaving age. In the 1911 census the family were probably living at Ashtons’ Row. 
 
William was called up in May 1917 and he joined the Army Service Corps as number 
50764 in the Worcestershire Regiment. He was 18 years and two months old and 
gave his previous trade as a horse driver at a copper works. He was 5’ 5” tall with a 
33” chest and his address was recorded as Ash Cottage, Buckland Brewer, this is 
likely to be Aston’s Cottage. As there are no copper works in the area it may be that 
he had already left home but was giving his parents’ address.  
 
It was ten months before Willie was sent to France, in March 1918. There were a 
couple of indiscretions on his army record. He was punished for improper conduct in 
the dining hall and damage to government property (a pane of glass). In a later 
incident he was forfeited pay for being absent without leave. In April 1918, a Miss M 
Braund of Edgehill College wrote to the army HQ expressing concerns on behalf of 
Willie’s parents, as he hadn’t been heard from for some time. The letter writer was 
almost certainly a Miss Susan Maude Braund but it remains a mystery as to why she 
was writing the letter. 
 
Exactly a year after he enlisted, on 30 May 1918, Willie sustained a gunshot wound 
to the hand. He later applied for a disability pension on the grounds of this injury, 
plus gastritis and giddiness but was not deemed to be suitable for an award. William 
was discharged to 2 Margam Street, Cymmer, Port Talbot; his older brother was 
already in South Wales. 
 
He married Elsie Prust James, back in Bideford district in 1922 and later moved to 
Neath to be a railway shunter. They had one daughter, Joyce, born in 1931. He died 
in 1982. 


