
 

 

John Andrew Fishleigh 
 

John Andrew ‘Andrew’ Fishleigh was born on 6 December 1897, son of George and 
Susanna Fishleigh née Andrew of Galsworthy Farm, Buckland Brewer. From 
January 1917 served as a private in the 3rd labour battalion. He married Effie A Slade 
in 1919. Their son Maurice was born in 1922 and their daughter Ruth in 1930. 
 
Thomas was an agricultural engineer. In 1934 his invention was described in a 
patent as follows: “To enable a rotary cultivator to be adapted for haulage by tractors 
of different heights the cultivator frame carries a cross-shaft 1 from which the rotary 
tools 9 are driven through a slipping clutch and chain-and-sprocket gear. A gear box 
15 rotatably mounted on the shaft 1 is provided with a bearing for a longitudinal shaft 
13 adapted to be connected through a coupling shaft to the power take-off shaft of 
the tractor : the end of the shaft 13 is fitted with a bevel gear in mesh with a co-
operating gear keyed about the middle of the shaft 1. The gear box 15 may be 
rocked on the shaft to position the shaft 13 suitably for the tractor by a screw 22 
passing through a nut carried by a bracket 20 extending from the gear box. The box 
is locked in adjusted position by tightening up a bolt passing through a bracket 18 on 
the machine frame and a slotted bracket 17 secured to the box. In a modification the 
screw adjusting means is omitted the box being locked in adjusted position by bolts 
passing through arcuate slots.” 
 
In 1935 he was granted a patent for another piece of agricultural machinery. The 
patent reads: “This invention relates to that class of agricultural implement for 
cultivating land of the rotary cultivator or like type comprising a frame running on 
wheels and adjustable as to height on the wheels, the frame being provided with a 
revolving shaft carrying a series of tines or digging implements which act on the 
ground, the shaft being revolved through suitable mechanism from a tractor or the 
like at a speed greater than the speed of travel of the machine.  
 
The object of this invention is to construct driving mechanism of the implement in an 
improved manner whereby it is adjustable to suit various types of prime movers, in 
which the drive shafts vary as to the height from the ground level, the adjustment 
allowing the correct angle of drive between the tractor driving shaft and the shaft to 
which it is coupled on the implement to be obtained.  
 
The invention consists in providing a crossshaft rotatably mounted in the machine 
and geared to the shaft carrying the tools, a member rotatably mounted on the 
cross-shaft, a drive shaft rotatably mounted in the member and having means for 
connection to the tractor .drive, gear connecting the drive shaft with the crossshaft, 
and means for locking the member against rotation, whereby the member and drive 
shaft can be angularly adjusted in. relation to the cross-shaft to suit the heighth of 
the tractor drive and be locked in the adjusted position.” 
 
In 1939 he was farming at Galsworthy Farm and described himself as an agricultural 
engineer. He died in Bideford district in 1973. 

 
 
 
 


