
Francis Metherall Harris 

Frank Harris was born on 27th May 1897 at South Green, Buckland Brewer and he 
started school at the village school 9th July 1900. He was one of two sons in a family 
of twelve children. 

He enlisted in the Royal Garrison Artillery in November 1914 in Bideford, at the rank 
of gunner, Service Number 54110, going first to Fort Rowner, Gosport, Hants in 
preparation for deployment in France sailing from Southampton to Boulogne in 
August 1915. It is clear from a memo sent by the recruiting officer, that Frank’s 
father, John Harris, did not want his son to join up but his enlistment was rushed 
through and supported by references from the vicar of Buckland Brewer, Rev Nelson 
and one other person whose signature is difficult to decipher. At the time of 
enlistment Frank was still living at South Green. 

At his discharge in February 1919 in Shoreham he signed a disclaimer that he was 
not suffering any disability as a result of his military service. However there is a 
report in the North Devon Journal of an accident when his rifle exploded and there 
are documents confirming a period of hospitalisation for burns to his face, shoulders, 
arms but an extensive search of records has not revealed the newspaper report. 
Frank writes asking for a formal discharge in March 1921 and he subsequently 
received the British War Victory Medal and the 1914-18 Star. 

Following demobilisation it appears that he returned to his pre-war occupation as L 
Blight writing about the parish in the 1920s, notes, ‘he could be seen working in the 
quarries at Kelvinstool or on the roads in the parish’. In 1928 he married Doris May 
Morrish who, at the time of her marriage, was living in Headingley, Leeds although 
her parents lived locally, but she died a year later on 16th July 1929.  

Frank Metherall Harris died on 1st March 1985. 


