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John Thomas Hearn, appears on the role of honour in Buckland Brewer church as 
Thomas, and was known as Tom. He was the son of George and Martha Hearn née 
Hallett. His brother, William, was one of those from Buckland Brewer who lost his life 
in the first world war. Tom was born in West Putford on 25 August 1892 and the 
family came to Bilsford, Buckland Brewer in 1898. Tom was entered in to Buckland 



 

 

Brewer School on 20 March 1898 (entry number 689) with his brother William, 
having previously been at Putford School. He left school on 8 August 1906. 
 
In 1911 he was working as a horseman on Bilsford Farm for the widowed Mary 
Heywood. His army record description stateds that he bore the mark of a horse bite 
on the back of his right thigh, perhaps a legacy of his occupation. 
 
At some point Tom emigrated to New Zealand. Postcards in family hands suggest 
that he was on the Rotorua, which sailed from Plymouth in May 1912. The 
passenger list for this voyage lists an F Hearn, which could be an error. Tom worked 
as a farm hand for S Smith in Lincoln, Canterbury and lived with Alf Jennings at 
Southbrook, Rangiora, North Canterbury. 
 
The Buckland Brewer roll of honour dates Tom’s service from 15 December 1915 
and he was attached to the 1st Battalion of the Canterbury regiment of the New 
Zealand Expeditionary Forces Private 15546 from 5 April 1916, signing on in 
Tretham Barracks, Wellington. He was described as being 5 foot 5 inches tall, 152lb 
with dark brown hair, a fresh complexion and hazel eyes. He left from Wellington on 
the transport ship Waitemata on 26 July 1916, arriving in Devonport on 3 October. 
He was sent to France on 21 of that month. 
 

 
 
He was on the sick list in August 1917 and again in September and spent the first 
week of December 1917 in hospital following an accidental injury to his left leg. The 
description of the accident says that he was waiting outside for a friend when a shell 
landed and blew him up. It seems that he was repatriated to London later in the 
month and was in Dulwich Military Hospitality with “G S U of the lower extremities, 
incompleted tract (illegible word) severe.” He was listed as a severe case in The 
Evening Post. 
 
The only blot on his service record was the docking of four days’ pay for being 
absent without leave. 
 
In April 1919 he was granted leave without pay and on 3 May he was officially 



 

 

discharged in England. 
 
John Thomas Hearn married Kathleen Wade in 1926 and they had three sons. 
 
In 1939 Tom was a farm worker at Lower Southcott, which appears to have been in 
Westleigh. 
 
He died of leukaemia in 1963. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

I have attached a photo of Granddad and a picture of H.M.N.Z.T "Waitemata" which 
was the troop ship he was on. 
I do know that he was wounded in the leg after standing on a shell, as have seen a 
copy of his war records.  
He did indeed marry my lovely Grandma Kathleen and my Dad is their youngest and 
only surviving son.  
He died of Leukaemia when I was very young so only have a few vague memories of 
him. 
 
 
 
I'm glad you have confirmed that Williams wife was Ada Braund because thats who I 
though she was:) The query about her being the school teacher came about, because 
when I mentioned to Dad that William had been married to someone called Ada he 
said he hadn't known (or didn't remember) that he was married but that he could 
remember when he was about four or five walking to a lady called Ada's house and 
walking her back home with him for Christmas dinner and that this lady was the 
teacher at Buckland Brewer school. He thought this must have his Aunt Ada, it would 
have been around 1939/40 so a while after she was widowed.  
I thought that maybe Charles was a cousin as well. My sister has an old birthday book 
of Mary's which she is going to let me have and my dad also has some family papers - 
certificates and wills that he is going to let me have as well - then I can begin in 
earnest.  
Will try and find out more about granddads movements after the war I know they did 
live at Southcott and also Bradavin and when I knew him they lived at Blackgate near 
Westleigh and my Grandma was caretaker of Tapley House. 
 


