
 

 

Richard CLEVERDON  
 
Richard was probably born at Milford Farm Buckland Brewer and his birth was 
registered Q1, 1885. 
He was with his parents at Milford Farm at the time of the 1891 & 1901 censuses. 
He emigrated to New Zealand in September 1908. 
According to the Buckland Brewer Roll of Honour he served in the New Zealand R.B. 
from 1916-19 and saw service in France.  
His Regimental number was 25985 and he was a Coy S.M. 
On enrolment he was shown as a farmer with his next of kin given as Mrs E. D. 
Cleverdon, wife and his address on enrolment was given as C/o F. J. Carter, Diocesan 
Office, 20 Mulgrave Street, Wellington. 
 He was awarded the Military Medal & the Distinguished Conduct Medal.  He was 
apparently severely  injured – it is known that he sustained two broken legs and a 
broken arm. 
He married  Eleanor Carter on the 15th February 1916 at Masterton Church, New 
Zealand. 
It appears that Eleanor Daisy Cleverdon died in 1919 aged 36. 
After discharge from the Army he was employed by the Government’s Land & Survey 
Department.  In 1922 he was sent to Dunedin as a collector or rents and then in 1925 
he became  a Field Inspector at Te Tuiki.  In 1932 he was put in charge of finding 
labour for farms which had been repossessed by the Government during the 
agricultural depression.   The 1925 New Zealand census shows him as a civil servant 
and his address is given as Riverside House, Te Kuiti. Waitono. 
Richard remarried in 1925 to Margaret Wildman. 
In 1935 he was at Edward Street, Te Kuiti and is shown as a civil servant.  Also 
resident is Margaret Cleverdon. 
 He lost his job in 1936 and in November 1938 there is an account of an accident in 
which he was involved when driving a van and he was stated to be a carrier. He 
sustained a broken arm in this incident and his address was given as 7 Milford Road, 
Takapora. 
In February 1944 it was stated that he had disposed of his carrying business as he was 
unable to obtain labour  and he was then employed as a storeman for the Internal 
Marketing Division. 
He appears to have died in 1958 in New Zealand 
Wife Margaret (born 1889 in New Zealand) died aged 78 in 1967 – her last address 
was 4 Montai Road, Milford.  Her ashes were buried on 27th December 1967 at 
Purewa. 
From information contained in newspaper reports it appears that Richard may have 
had two children. 
 


