
 

 

Austin John Henry James Colwill 
 
Austin was the eldest son of Samuel John and Fanny Elizabeth Colwill née 
Leverton of Oke Farm in Buckland Brewer. Austin was born in Buckland 
Brewer on 1 April and was baptised in Buckland Brewer church on 20 June 
1897. 
 
On 28 April 1902 Austin was entered in to Buckland Brewer School and he 
left at the age of fourteen in March 1911. He went to work as a cow boy for 
John Heale at Beara. 
 
He was a private in the 12th Machine Gun Squadron, which was a cavalry unit. 
He served in France throughout the duration of the war, having enlisted on 10 
September 1914 and being demobbed on 11 April 1919. The Long Long Trail 
website www.1914-1918.net says “The MGC (Cavalry) Squadron consisted of 
8 officers and 203 other ranks, equipped with 299 horses, 18 limbers, 1 GS 
wagon and 1 water cart. These were formed up into six two-gun sections 
each of a Subaltern, 33 men and 46 horses. The Squadron was commanded 
by a Captain or Major.” 
 
By the end of his time in the services he was giving his address as Rickard’s 
Row although the family home appears to have been at Kelvinstool by this 
time. They were at Rickard’s Row, probably number 3, in 1911 although the 
census shows that Austin as already working away from home. 
 
In 1920 he married Alma M Scoynes and they are believed to have had two 
daughters and a son. In the late 1920s they were living at Gaydon’s Down. In 
1933 Austin is recorded as having been one of the musicians in an 
entertainment following a Buckland Brewer wedding. 
 
By 1939 Austin had become the farm manager at Cleave Farm in Newton St 
Petrock, working for Messers Sanders and Heywood. 
 
He died in 1985 in Barnstaple district 


