
 

 

John Edgar ‘Jack’ Elston 
 

John Edgar ‘Jack’ Elston was born in Buckland Brewer on 11 August 1893, the son 
of Samuel and Fanny Elston née Pascoe. The family were living at Potheridge, 
Buckland Brewer in 1895. On 31 August 1896, John was enrolled in Buckland 
Brewer School where he remained until 20 September 1907. By 1901, they had 
moved to what was probably the cottage attached to the Coach and Horses, that was 
later destroyed by fire. In 1911, he was working in Bridgrule as a mason’s labourer.  
 
He enlisted in Barnstaple on 3 November 1914 in the Royal North Devon Hussars, 
giving his trade a barman and his religion as C of E. He was described as being 5’ 8” 
tall with a fair complexion, dark brown eyes and light brown hair. On another page of 
the record his height is given as 5’ 6½” and his weight as 10st 2lb. His training 
seems to have taken him to several camps between November 1914 and July 1916: 
Exmouth, Woodbury, Colchester, Witton, Heydon, Westwick and Saxmundham. He 
was transferred to the 3rd Devon Regiment and then to the 11th Battalion of the 
Welsh Regiment. On 15 September 1916 he left Devonport on H T Caledonia, 
arriving in Salonica on 30 September. On 19th January 1917 he was transferred 
again and was a rifleman in the 6th Royal Irish Regiment.  
 
On 24 February 1917, whilst in Salonica, he was suffering from nephritis and 
haemorrhaging. He was sent to St. George‘s Hospital in Malta. He had been unwell 
prior to enlisting, suffering, in early 1914, from rheumatic fever and heamaturia, 
which can be an indicator of kidney stones. Interestingly, his service record contains 
successive results of tests on the amount of albumin that was found in his urine. In 
July he was sent home on H S Carisbrook Castle. He was discharged as being unfit 
for service on 24 September 1917 in Dublin and gave his intended place of 
residence as the Horse and Jockey Inn in Bideford. This pub was being run by his 
father and John was to work as a barman. His record reads, “A very good man, 
served his country well and suffered his health in consequence.” 
 
He married Florence M Heard in 1919. Their daughter Irene V was born in 1919 and 
their son Grenville J in 1930, both in Bideford. 
 
In 1939 he was a thatcher, which had been his father’s trade when he was in 
Buckland Brewer and was living at 19 Myrtle Grove in Bideford. He died in Bideford 
district in 1951. 
 
 


