
 
Henry otherwise Harry Gorrell 

 

 
 
Born 14 February 1886 Buckland Brewer son of Thomas Gorrell and Mary Ann formerly Ley nee 
Mills. 
 In 1891 Census -  living with father, step-mother & siblings  at Cleave, Buckland Brewer 
He was admitted to Buckland Brewer School on the 20th May 1891 
In 1901 Census - he was a teamster employed by Charles Withecombe at North Hele, Buckland 
Brewer 
It appears that he probably emigrated on the “Virginian” from Liverpool  on 1st April 1910 in the 
company of Ruben Cory who originated from Bradworthy and Bertie Luxton from Welcombe.  Henry 
was bound for Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
He enlisted on the 17th March 1915 at Toronto, Ontario, Canada in the 20th Battalion Canadian 
Infantry  (Canadian Expeditionary Force)  and his Regimental No. was 58129.  He was unmarried and 
gave his next of kin as his father Thomas Gorrell of Buckland Brewer. He gave his date of birth as 14th 



February 1888 (which is incorrect) and said that he was a labourer and that he had served 3 years in 
the Yeomanry.  He was stated to be 5ft 4 1/2 ins tall with grey eyes, dark hair and a dark complexion. 
 
He sailed from Montreal on the 16th May arrived in England on the SS Megantic on the 24 May 1915.  
He sailed from Folkestone to France on the 14th September 1915.  He was admitted to the no. 6 
Canadian Field Ambulance on the 22nd July 1916 with conjunctivitis and was discharged on the 25th 
July.  He was reported missing, believed wounded, on the 15th September 1916 and he was officially 
recorded  on the 29th June 1917 as presumed to have died on or since  the 15th September 1916.   He 
has no known grave and is named on the Vimy Memorial, France.  This is on Hill 145 the highest 
point of Vimy Ridge.  Harry Gorrell is one of the 11,285 Canadian servicemen commemorated who 
died at the Western Front.  He was awarded the 1914-5 Star, British War Medal and the Victory 
Medal. 
 
According to research carried out by David Watson the 20th Infantry Battalion was in the 4th Brigade, 
2nd Canadian Division.  On the 10th September 1916 the 4th Brigade relieved the 1st Brigade on the 
Somme.  The 20th Battalion was due to attack on the 15th September on a frontage of 250 yards.  The 
first objective was the German front line and the final objective was Candy Trench 1200 yards ahead.  
The left flank of the attack included the Albert – Bapaume Road.  The village of Martinpuich was on 
the right and Courcelette village was on the left.  The attack started at 6 am and the front line was 
taken by 6.35 am and the final line was reached by 7 am.  A German counter-attack at 2.30 pm was 
repulsed.  However the Battalion received a large number of casualties – 3 officers were killed 
together with 75 men and 7 officers and 204 men were wounded.   


