
 

 

Charles Thomas Hearn 
 

Charles Thomas Hearn was born on 17 June 1896 in Neath, Glamorganshire. His 
father, John, had moved there from Buckland Brewer before marrying Charles’ 
mother, Elizabeth Jane Nicholls. The family were back in Buckland Brewer by 1901 
as they appear there in the 1901 census and on 24 April of that year, Charles was 
entered in to Buckland Brewer school. Their address was given as Cherry Vale Lake 
 
On 14 June 1910 Charles left school, having reached the school leaving age of 
fourteen. He worked on East Venn Farm in Ashwater for Frederick Wickett. He 
served in the 1st Battalion of the 6th Devons throughout the war, having joined up on 
3 November 1914 and been demobbed on 4 March 1919. The regiment was formed 
from Volunteer units, so it seems tat Charles was in the Territorials before the war 
began. His regiment were in Exeter at the outbreak of war, as this was think week of 
their annual summer training camp. They went briefly to Salisbury Plain but were 
sent to Lahore, India on 9 October 1914. They were then sent to Basra, 
Mesapotamia, arriving on 3 January 1916. The website of the regiment 

http://www.keepmilitarymuseum.org describes their action here. “Marching 300 
miles up country through swamps, marshes and deserts, they suffered 
sickness and attacks from local Arabs before reaching Orah.  From here, 
in early March, they launched an attempt to relieve the besieged garrison 
at Kut el Amara.  Tantalisingly, they were within sight of Kut when a 
bungled artillery bombardment warned the Turks of their advance and 
heavy shell and machine gun fire forced them to retreat.  The 1/6th lost 
201 casualties and were congratulated on their bravery.  In April they 
played a supporting role in the battle of Sannaiyat and in May launched 
an attack on the Dujullah Redoubt.  Blazing heat and lack of water 
caused more casualties and, despite drafts of 180 men from the 2/5th 
and 2/6th, in July their total strength was 7 officers and 180 men.” 
 
In the final two years of the war they remained in Mesapotamia on the Two Canals 
and at Margil where, in September 1918, many of their strength died of influenza. 
 
Charles married Annie Davies in Neath in 1920 and their son, Vivian J, was born 
there in 1921. In 1939 Charles was living at 5 Jubilee Crescent, Neath and working 
as a builder’s labourer. He died in Neath in 1972. 
 


