
 

 

Alfred John Kent 
 
Alfred John Kent was born in 
Parkham on 23 June 1893, the 
eldest son of John and  Bessie 
Kent née Paddon. His mother 
died in 1898 and it seems that it 
was at this point that the family 
moved from Parkham to 
Buckland Brewer. Alfred 
transferred from Parkham school 
to Buckland Brewer school on 15 
November 1898. The children’s 
aunt, Mary Kent, came to help in 
her brother’s household at 
Barcot/Little Barton in Buckland 
Brewer and Alfred’s father, John, 
worked as a stonemason. In 
1902 John remarried and in 1911 
Alfred was living at home with his 
father and stepmother,  working 
as a domestic gardener. 
 
Having been twice rejected by the army, Alfred was finally able to join his three 
younger brothers in the army in 1915 as part of the Royal Army Service Corps. In the 
Absent Voters’ Lists of spring 1918 he is listed as Private R4/089045 in the 25th 
squadron, the ASC Remounts. At this time his home was Horras Cottage in the 
village. The Remounts squadrons were usually made up of older men and it was 
their job to ensure that sufficient horses and mules reached the other units. A 
remounts unit of 200 men had to procure and train 500 horses. These were acquired 
not just from the UK but from as far afield as China, New Zealand and South Africa. 
Alfred would have accompanied the British Expeditionary Force and worked from 
base camps in France. By the end of 1917 these camps were training nearly 
1000,000 horses and 37,000 mules. Alfred was demobbed on 30 October 1919. 
 
He married Ethel Cole in 1923 and they do 
not appear to have had any children, perhaps 
because his wife was some eleven years his 
senior. 
 
In 1939, Alfred and Ethel were living at 
Wyndale, in Northam, where he was a farmer 
 
Alfred John died in 1963 in Bideford district, 
at the age of 69. His wife, Ethel, died in 
1970. 
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