
 

 

Mark Kent 
 
Mark Kent was born in Parkham on 1 June 
1897, the fourth son of John and  Bessie Kent 
née Paddon. His mother died in 1898 and it 
seems that it was at this point that the family 
moved from Parkham to Buckland Brewer. Their 
aunt, Mary Kent, came to help in her brother’s 
household at Barcot/Little Barton in Buckland 
Brewer and his father John, worked as a 
stonemason. On 18 June 1900 Mark was 
entered in to Buckland Brewer school. In 1902 
John remarried and in 1911 Mark was still at 
school, living at home with his father and 
stepmother. He left school the following week, 
on 7 April having gained a Labour certificate. In 
other words he was not yet fourteen years old 
but he had passed through the school standards 
sufficiently to be allowed to leave early. 
 
At the age of seventeen, on 2 October 1914, Mark enlisted in the 2/1 North Devon 
Hussars as Trooper 225101. His unit became a cyclists’ unit from November 1916 
until March 1917. In May 1918 the unit was sent to Ireland but Mark did not serve in 
Europe. Mark was discharged on 21 January 1919. He was however awarded the 
Silver War Badge, which was given to those who had been invalided out of the 
armed forces. The reason for discharge reads ‘his services no longer being 
required’. 
 
Mark married Dorothy Daisy Scoins in 1920; they do not appear to have had any 
children. 
 
The North Devon Journal of 17 November 1927 reported a traffic accident in which 
Mark was involved. At this time Mark was described as a taxi driver of Bideford. 
 

 
 
By 1939 Mark was keeping pigs and poultry and living with his wife at Syringa in 
Northam. Dorothy Daisy was working in a fish shop. 
 
Mark died in 1964. 


