
 

 

ROBERT HENRY SCOYNES  
 
Robert Henry Scoynes was born in the second quarter of 1889 at Buckland Brewer to 
William and Bessie Scoins (spelling varies), his grandfather and uncle were both 
called Robert. He had an older sister, Ethel, and a younger brother, William. His 
father William was born in Buckland Brewer in 1868 and his mother, Bessie Ann 
Kent, was born in 1867 at Abbots Bickington.  
 
In 1891, the family were living at Langtree and sometime before 1896 they had moved 
to Alverdiscott. Bessie died on 21 April 1896 at Alverdiscott and was brought back to 
Buckland Brewer for burial. Robert would have been about seven years old. William 
married again in 1897 to Elizabeth Sussex and Robert had a half sister, Gladys May, 
born in 1903. She was born in Chittlehampton where the family were living.  
 
By 1911 Robert was working as a horseman at Buda, Buckland Brewer for John 
Prance. He married Mary Elizabeth Parsons on 29 March 1913 at Bideford Registry 
Office and their daughter Gwendoline Mary Scoynes was born 22 August 1914 at 
Parkham.  
 
At the time of his enlistment on 16 February 
1915 Robert was living at Tithecott. Sydney 
Burrow and Henry Moore, presumably former 
employers, both wrote a 
reference to conform that Robert was used 
to horses and driving. Robert joined the 
transport section of the Army Service Corps, 
his service no. was 02929 and his 
rank was driver. His age was 25 years 11 
months; he was 5’ 3¼” tall and he weighed 
120 lbs. He had previously been in the 
Territorials. He embarked for France from 
Southampton for Le Havre on 
the SS Queen Alexandra on 18 March 1915. 
He spent the war years on the Western Front and 
returned to England in 
June 1919 to be demobbed.  
 
Robert was a cousin of George Albert Kent of Buckland Brewer who died at Rouen 
Hospital in 1916 and who is commemorated on the Buckland Brewer War Memorial. 
 
 
 


