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George Stoneman was my great-grandfather’s youngest brother. George was born 
at Park Farm, Buckland Brewer on 1 September 1885, the tenth and youngest child 
of James and Harriet Stoneman née Marshall. He went to Buckland Brewer School 
and then went to work on the farm as a teamster. 
 
In 1907 George married Beatrice Johns from Langtree. Beatrice already had a two 
year old daughter, Lily but it is not known if George was her father. They had at least 
four more children, including a son Ronald John, born in 1909 and daughters Elsie 
E, born in 1912 and Gladys, born in 1915. The family lived in Frithelstock and 
Haytown, Bulkworthy, whilst George’s parents remained at Park Farm. 
 
He enlisted in the 8th Devonshire Regiment at Torrington and became Private 
Stoneman 15737. The 8th Devons became part of the 20th Brigade of the 7th Division. 
Newspaper reports suggest that George was reported as having been killed in March 
1916. The Devon and Exeter Gazette of 30 March reads “Mrs Stoneman of Hart 
Street, Bideford also learnt that her husband Pte. George Stoneman, of the Devons, 
had been killed. He had only recently rejoined the regiment and leaves four children 
under nine years of age.” This ‘death’ cannot be found in the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission records but the Bideford War Memorial suggests that this is in 
an error and in fact refers to a Robert Stoneman, who was probably George’s 
second cousin. 



 

 

George survived until the September 1916 when his regiment were deployed at 
Delville Wood. An account of the activities appears in West Country Regiments on 
the Somme by Tim Saunders. “  
 
“8/Devons moved into ZZ Trench for an attack on the maze of trenches between 
Ginchy and Delville Wood timed for 3.30am on 5th September. However, delays and 
poor conditions meant that they didn’t relieve the 21/Manchesters until 8am. The 
attack was postponed until 3.30am next morning. Meantime, later that afternoon, 
No1 Platoon A Co was sent to the assistance of the 2/Queens in a bombing attack 
on Ale Alley. By their fire support they enabled the Queens to capture the trench. 
After dark, 2 platoons of D Co were sent forward and dug in on the south-east corner 
of Delville Wood. Overnight these 2 platoons held South Street and Pilsen Lane. On 
6th September the renewed advance was delayed until 6.30am. 8/Devons moved 
out of ZZ Trench and dug in from its junction with Delville Wood along Pilsen Lane 
towards Ginchy as a defensive flank. As a result of the Gordons’ failure to clear 
Ginchy one platoon of C Co became isolated at Point 13 on the Longueval-Ginchy 
road and had to drive off a determined German to cut it off. Later this platoon had to 
withdraw to a safer position.” 
 

 
 

Delville Wood 
 
George died on 6 September 1916, while acting as a stretcher bearer. He was 
described in the Western Times as “a native of Buckland Brewer but lately of 
Langtree.” He was buried at Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt and appears on 
Buckland Brewer and Langtree war memorials. 
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