
We are proud and pleased to 
announce that the History 
Group Christmas tree was 
voted in to joint first place, 
along with the primary 
school, in the recent 
Christmas Tree Competition. 
Our ‘ornaments’ were old 
photographs of former 
Buckland residents, in 
seasonal frames, with 
appropriate Christmassy 
illustrations on the reverse. 
Many thanks to all who 
helped, those who voted and 
to the PCC for organising the 
display. 
 
At our AGM in November, 
the committee were re-
elected for the coming year. 
The Chairman’s Report, 
s u m m a r i s i n g  o u r 
achievements during the 
year, can be found on our 
website under ‘Society 
Information’. The business 
part of the meeting was 
followed by an account of the 
De Courcey Ireland brothers’ 
contribution to World War 1 
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by Dave Watson. This was 
very interesting and added 
another three names to the list 
of Buckland Servicemen to be 
investigated. 
 
The History Group will be co-
ordinating  the November 2018 
events in the parish, that will 
be taking place to 
commemorate the centenary 
of the end of the First World 
War. We have several exciting 
ideas; see page 12 for more 
details. 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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We did not meet in December 
in 2016 as the third Wednesday 
was so close to Christmas. We 
did however we did have a stall 
at the Village Christmas Market 
and sold local books. 
 
As usual, our January meeting 
was made up of members’ 
contributions and we had a very 
interesting and varied evening. 
Tony Gist explained the latest 
developments with regard to 
the mapping project. This has 
tremendous potential but is 
relying on a great deal of work 
from Tony, who would welcome help 
from anyone who enjoys a technological 
challenge. 
 
Christine took us back to our childhood 
with memories of liberty bodices, 
coalmen and iced up windows. Chris told 
us the story of his 3 x great grandfather’s 
telescope and how it came to be in his 
possession. David Blight shared the story 
of the successes of the Buckland Brewer 
skittles team in the 1920s and 1930s. 
 
This was followed by Dave Watson 
looking at the migration of his ancestors 
from this area to Ontario. We finished 
with a moral from Enid, whose husband 
had inherited a wonderful photograph 
album but sadly many of the people were 
unidentified. I think we were quite glad 
that she had not brought the horse’s hoof 
inkstand that was inherited at the same 
time. We went away resolving to label our 
own photograph collections. 

We are making progress with the rural 
history book and would welcome and 
information or copies of photographs 
that people have, that relate to the 
agricultural history of Buckland. 
 
Liz Shakespeare’s long awaited book 
about Edward Capern, the Postman Poet 
whose route took him from Bideford to 
Buckland Brewer, is due out next month, 
along with a new edition of selected 
poems by Capern. Some of the poems 
have been set to music by Nick Wyke and 
Becki  Driscoll and these are available on 
CD. Details of the launch of the books 
and CD on 25th March are on page 11. Liz 
will be talking to us about the book at 
our October meeting. 
 
Items for the next newsletter would also 
be very welcome. These do not need to be 
fully formed articles as we can put 
something together from notes. 
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Red Cross Volunteer 
 

Our work on World War One 
Servicemen has been about the 
contribution of the men of the parish. 
The women were also playing their part, 
not least of whom was Miss Isabel Bruce 
of The Glen, who was a volunteer with 
the British Red Cross. 
 
Isabel worked as a Voluntary Aid 
Detachment (VAD) nurse at Tuscar 
H o u s e  R e d  C r o s s  H o s p i t a l , 
Southerndown, Glamorganshire, from 
July 1915 until the end of April 1919. 
During this time, she completed 660 
hours. Her record reads: “Miss Isabel 
Bruce has worked in this Hospital 
whenever she has been in the 
neighbourhood & is clean & quick in her 
work. A careful Nurse & helps a lot in 

getting up entertainment etc. E Booker 
Commandant”. Tuscar, or Tusker, 
House is in Ogmore, near Bridgend. 
 
Gladys Isabel Hamilton Bruce was born 
on 5 June 1897 in Frithelstock, the elder 
of two daughters of Charles and Gladys 
Bruce, who came from Glamorganshire. 
She grew up in West Virginia, USA, 
where her father was a cattle rancher 
but he had retired back to Buckland 
Brewer. This was an affluent household. 
According to the 1911 census, the house 
had fifteen rooms and the family of four 
employed four servants. 
 
Presumably, Isabel was staying with her 
parents’ families whilst she was nursing 
in Ogmore. In 1939 Isabel can be found 
living in Stroud, Gloucestershire, with 
an older lady, Edith How. She died in 
Stroud in 1968. 
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The Commonwealth Gap - 

or not 
 
Recently, Andrew Foster, a researcher 
from the University of Kent, put out a 
call for people to examine English and 
Welsh parishes registers for the period 
1646-1660 http://my-par ish.org/
archives/3336. These years are 
c o l lo q u ia l ly  k n ow n  a s  ‘ T he 
Commonwealth Gap’ as, during the 
Interregnum, there is often a hiatus in 
parish register keeping. Andrew’s idea 
was to involve local historians in a 
research project to examine the effect of 
this period on parish register keeping. I 
took up the challenge for Buckland 
Brewer. As the same vicar, Robert Dacy, 
was in office for the period 1630-1672, I 
decided to consider the whole of his 
incumbency for the purposes of 
comparison. Local antiquarian, W H 
Rogers, transcribed the registers in the 
early years of the 
twentieth century. He 
noted that Dacy ‘did 
not trouble himself 
much about keeping 
his own records’ and 
indeed, at first, it seems 
he didn’t trouble 
anyone else much 
about it either as there 
are no baptisms listed 
from when Dacy took 
office until 1636 
(bapt i sm s) ,  1637 
(marriages), and 1635 
(burials) respectively. 
Neither are there any 
entries for the last four 

years of Dacy’s predecessor, Thomas 
Downe’s incumbency, perhaps due to ill 
health. 
 
Dacy was an interesting character. The 
Parliamentary Commissioners appointed 
him to the living of Offwell in Devon, 
replacing a vicar with known Royalist 
sympathies. This suggests that Dacy had 
Parliamentarian leanings. During his 
time at Offwell, a living he held in 
plurality with Buckland Brewer, he was 
acquitted of rape, although a view 
expressed at the time was that the 
community considered him guilty. They 
got him removed and he returned to live 
in Buckland Brewer where he died.  
 
When the registers do recommence, in 
the mid 1630s, they are very poorly 
written, perhaps by the parish clerk of 
the time. The regulations of the 
Protectorate required the appointment of 
a ‘parish register’ (a person) who was to 

Buckland Brewer Baptism Register for 1650 
© S W Heritage and Buckland Brewer PCC 
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be responsible for the record keeping, 
taking it out of church hands. This is why 
many parishes have a gap in their records 
at this point. In the case of Buckland 
Brewer, Thomas Lendon was appointed a 
parish register in 1653. Lendon does seem 
to have used the existing parish register 
(book) for his records but whoever had 
kept the records previously also continued 
to keep notes, which were later bound 
with the register, giving duplicates of the 
entries for the years 1665-1668 and 1671. 
Apart from the early years, there are other 
gaps in the registers during Dacy’s time. 
There are no baptisms listed in 1660 or 
1670, no marriages for 1661, 1662, 1669, 
1670 or 1672 and no burials for 1651, 1652, 
1661, 1662 or 1670. This may well be as 
much to do with Dacy’s ineptitude as the 
impact of the Commonwealth. 
 
Looking at these years in a little more 
detail, we find that, for the years when 
there were entries, there is an average of 
fifteen baptisms and burials a year but 
only four marriages. It would be 
interesting to know if this ratio was 
typical. Numbers of baptisms are 
significantly down in the early 1650s but 
there were twenty two in 1654. This does 
not appear to be a ‘catch up’ year with 
older children being baptised, certainly 
there were no sets of siblings christened in 
that year. Marriages also dwindle in the 
1650s, not picking up until 1664. Burials 
are less variable, with a couple of peaks, in 
1643 (twenty seven burials) and 1655 
(twenty four burials). 1643 is of course 
during the time of the fighting in the 
English Civil War but there was not a 
significant excess in the number of burials 

of men suggestion that this was not 
responsible for the increase. The only 
indication of hostilities was the burial of 
‘John a London soldier’. Nearly half of 
the 1643 burials took place within two 
months of early summer, perhaps 
suggesting some form of water borne 
epidemic that would be more prevalent 
at that time of year. If 1655 saw another 
epidemic, it was likely to be of a 
different kind as, in this case, winter 
deaths predominated. In both years the 
Peckard family suffered particularly 
badly, losing five members in 1643 and 
four in 1655. 
 
In an age when most people tracing 
their families concentrate on the single 
entry for their ancestors, rather than 
looking at the registers as a whole, this 
kind of analysis of the registers can be 
invaluable.  
 

Janet Few 
 

The Zion Baptist Chapel 

at Eckworthy 

 
There had been a Baptist presence in 
Torrington from 1820 and in Bideford 
from 1821. It seems that the Baptist 
Chapel at Great Torrington was 
responsible for supplying local 
preachers. In 1840, farmer Robert Heal 
(c. 1783-1849) of East Eckworthy, near 
Tythecott, granted land for use as a 
Baptist Chapel in return for a 
peppercorn rent of 4d a year. The stone 
to build the chapel was carted free of 
charge. The first pastor was John 
Richards (c. 1801-1864), formerly a town 
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Service tea was held in the barn at the 
farm, at that time run by the Hookway 
family. The 1851 Ecclesiastical Census 
states that the Chapel had 80 free 
sittings and that there was standing 
room for a further 30 people. On the 
day of the census 30 people attended 
the morning service, 50 in the 
afternoon and 50 in the evening. John 
Richards, describing himself as 
‘steward’, who filled in the return, 
claimed that average attendance was 
70. Some people will have gone to 
more than one service on that day but 
this indicates there were at least 50 
and perhaps 70 members of the 
Baptist congregation in the parish.  
 
Several ministers were associated with 
the Chapel, perhaps being sent out 
from Torrington. At the 1858 
reopening service 200 people heard 

missionary in Barnstaple but later a 
grocer at Tythecott. The 1851 
Ecclesiastical Census states that Zion 
Baptist Chapel was erected in 1847, so it 
seems that either it took seven years to 
build, or, more likely, that the original 
chapel was quickly rebuilt. Newspaper 
reports refer to it reopening after 
restoration in 1859 and again in 1867. In 
1878, further repairs were carried out at 
a cost of £25. This was paid for by John 
Bentley from Manchester who had taken 
over Eckworthy Farm. He then began 
attending Baptist services in favour of 
those at the Anglican Church. Mr 
Bentley also supplied two boards, 
containing the 10 commandments and 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
The farmers at Eckworthy continued to 
support the chapel and in 1896 and 1909, 
the annual Harvest and Anniversary 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 

Barnefield of Buckland Brewer 
 

1610 xixo die Julii Philipus filius Johannis 
Barnefell sepult erat 

Reverend William Jeffrey from Torrington preach. Reverends H Martyn Foot and G 
Maynard presided over the 1867 service. In 1896, the pastor was Reverend A O Shaw and 
in 1902 it was the Reverends R James and Frederick W Reynolds. Reverend Reynolds was 
buried at Eckworthy, described as ‘Pastor of the Baptist Churches in the Frithelstock 
District’. 
 
This chapel is now closed and the building is in private ownership, although the 
graveyard remains. The gravestones have been recorded and photographed; the 
transcriptions are available on our website. Family names associated with the Chapel 
include, Balkwill, Heal, Hookway, Johns, Oxenham, Penhale, Phillips and Ridge. 
 
Sources 
Physical evidence 
The gravestones at Eckworthy Chapel 
The 1851 Ecclesiastical census HO129/297 f27 
A Book of Remembrance or short history of the Baptist Churches in North Devon 
Alexander and Shepheard (1885) 
North Devon Journal 28 April 1859 page 8 col a 
North Devon Journal 26 September 1867 page 6 col c 
North Devon Journal 17 April 1884 page 6 col b 
North Devon Gazette 15 September 1896 page 5 col e 
North Devon Journal 17 September 1896 page 8 col c 
North Devon Gazette 23 October 1902 page 3 col f 
Western Times 11 October 1907 page 5 col d 
North Devon Gazette 29 September 1908 page 5 col e 

∼♦∼ 

1614 Johan, the daughter of John 
Barnefield, gent. bap. Novemb. 19th apud 
East Putford 
1636 Joanne Barnefill was buried Aprill 
14th 
1643 Helen ye daughter of Mr Abraham 
Barnfield, was baptised June 13th at East 
Putford. 
1644 John, the sonne of Abraham 
Barnefield and Joan (?) his wife, was 
baptised September the 27th 
1646-7 Jone, the daughter of Abraham 
Barnfield bapt. February 23 and buried 24 
of the same 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Raph, the first Abbot, was removed 
from Tintern Abbey in Monmouthshire 
but in 1251 was translated to Waveney. 
 
There was a John (de) Bokeland 
admitted Abbot June 10 1419. Query a 
Dennis or Risdon. John Ley was the last 
Abbot. He surrendered the monastery 
to Hen. VIII Feb 14 1539. 
 
July 4 1539, the King granted the site of 
the dissolved Abbey to John Lord 
Russell, with its church, belfry and 
cemetery &c. nearly 1000 acres in all. It 
seems that the greater part of this 
property reverted to the Crown, most 
probably by exchanges. The names of 
the monks pensioned off were John 
Webbe, Wm. Boreman, John Gaye 
(query, of the Frithelstock family), John 
Segar, John Genyng, John Benett, Thos. 
Typson, about £5 each yearly, over a 
hundred a year present value. 
 
The Abbey at its surrender was valued 
at nearly £300 per annum, That the 
magnificent pile sank very soon 
beneath the hand of the spoiler is clear 
from Risdon’s remark in his survey, 
finished in the early part of Chas. I’s 
reign, “Its ruins now lie low in the 
dust.” A small fragment of the gateway 
still exists. There are also some ruins of 
the east and south walls of the Abbey 
Church. Its western tower was standing 
in the memory of Jas. Marshall who was 
living some thirty years ago, aged 87. 
Within this spacious Abbey were 
interred several of the founder’s family 
and many of the neighbouring gentry.  
 

The arms of the Abbey were those of its 
founder, two band wavy. In a deed of 

1647-8 Abraham, the sonne of Abraham 
Barnfield was bapt. March the 12 
1684 John, the son of John Barnfield 
gent., and Joane his wife, was baptised 
October 29th 
1687 Joane, the daughter of John 
Barnfield gent., and Joane his wife, was 
baptised May 24th 
1695 Richard, the son of John Barnfield, 
gent,. of East Putford, buried May 19 
1712 John Barnfield, gent., of East Putford 
buried September 24th 
1713 Johanna, daughter of Abraham 
Barnfield, buried June 23rd 
1721 Joanna, daughter of Abraham 
Barnfield, gent., buried June 27th 
1726 Lewis, the son of John Barnfield, 
buried Nov. 2nd 
1731 Joanna Barnfield, December 2nd 
(buried) 
1736 John Barnfield, junr., of East 
Putford, gent., August 30th (buried) 
1739 John Barnfield, gent., Seot. 17th 
(buried) 
 

Dunkeswell Abbey 
 

This Abbey, to which Buckland Brewer 
was given by the Breweres, was situated 
eight miles from Honiton. It was founded 
in 1201 by Wm. Lord Brewerem and 
colonised by Cistercians from Ford 
Abbey. He had purchased the manor 
previously from Hen. de Pomeroy. His 
body was laid to rest here 1227. Wm. 
Bishop of Exon., and nephew of the 
founder, Sept. 21 1242, gave the tithes of 
Dunkeswell parish to the Abbey.  
 
Edward I, in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, 1290, granted a market and fair for 
Buckland Brewer and Broadhembury. 
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confirmation of Abbey grants by King 
John, the following passage occurs:- 
“forsooth by the gift of Wm. Brewere all 
the land which were his in Donkewell 
and Welforthe, with the advowson 
t h e r e o f . ”  Q u e r y ,  w a s  t h i s 
Woolfardisworthy? In the next 
confirmation deed of Hen. III, it is spelt 
Wulferetherth. Buckland Brewer was 
worth to the Abbey xxiil xivs ixd (£22 14s 
9d) yearly. Oliver gives the names of the 
abbots in his Monasticon p 394. George 
Rolle may have purchased lands in 
Buckland Brewer from the King. 
 

to be continued 
 

Buckland Emigrants 

Charles Gliddon 
 

Although this is headed ‘Buckland’ 
emigrants it is really the story of some 
research that attempts to establish 
whether or not Charles Gliddon really 
came from Buckland Brewer. The 
research was prompted by a query from 
America, stating that Charles Gliddon 
was supposed to have left for New 
Hampshire in 1660 and he was believed 
to have been born in Buckland Brewer, 
could we tell them more? 
 
There are several online family trees for 
Charles Gliddon, which suggest that he 
was born about 1632 and emigrated in 
1660. These do seem to be full of  
‘interesting’ interpretations 
and appear to have copied 
each other’s errors. Where 
sources are cited at all the 
‘source’ is merely one of the 

other trees. These trees place earlier 
generations of the Gliddon family in 
Pancrasweek, going back to the 1550s. 
This is odd as the records for 
Pancrasweek are missing prior to the 
1650s. Gliddon is of course spelled in a 
variety of ways, Glyddon, Gleaden, 
Glidden and so on but I have 
standardised this to Gliddon for the 
purposes of this article. 
 
It was easy to establish that there was no 
record of Charles Gliddon being baptised 
in Buckland Brewer, or indeed any other 
Devon parish that has been digitised and 
made available online (which is almost 
all Devon parishes) however as the 
article on page 4 points out, this was a 
time when the Buckland records were 
imperfectly kept. 
 
There were several children of a Thomas 
Gliddon baptised in Buckland Brewer: 
Joane in 1635, Elizabeth in 1639/40, 
Thomas in 1641/2 and Margery in 1645/6. 
It is likely that Thomas senior was 
buried in West Putford in 1674.  
 
In addition a Richard Gliddon had a son 
Richard baptised in Bulkworthy in 1635 
and a daughter, Sarah, buried in 
Buckland Brewer in 1641. Here then were 
potential families for Charles but we 
really needed to know more about him. 
 
An entry was found in an American list 
of immigrants. This is clearly not a 
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Charles and was he the Richard who was 
in Buckland Brewer in the 1630s and 
1640s.? 
 
A Richard Gliddon married a Dorothy 
Burnebury in Great Torrington in 1618. A 
baptism has been found for a daughter of 
this couple, Deborah, in 1619. There is a 
burial for a Dorothy Glidden, widow, in 
Bideford in 1668, so it seems that this 
couple moved to Bideford and may well 
have spent time in Buckland Brewer in 
between. 
 
There were other Gliddons in Bideford at 
the same time as Richard and Charles. 
These include Nathaniel Gliddon who 
married Grace Stephens in Bideford in 
1641, had a son Thomas baptised in West 
Putford in 1641 and two more children in 
Bideford before dying there in 1645. 
 
The online trees believe that Richard and 
Nathaniel were brothers, along with a 
Josiah Gliddon who also lived in Great 
Torrington. 
 
It is a shame that the generations of the 
tree that are attributed to Pancrasweek 
cannot be verified. It is a lesson to be 
learned that internet trees should be 
treated with caution. It may be that they 
are correct but until they can be checked 
in original records, we can’t take this any 
further. 
 
As to whether Charles qualifies as a 
Buckland emigrant, I think that the 
answer is, ‘probably’. If anyone has 
further evidence do let us know. 

contemporary source but did seem to be 
likely to be more reliable than family trees 
on Ancestry.com 
 
This suggested a birth date for Charles, c. 
1632, a wife, Eunice Shore, a marriage date 
of 1658 and the information that Charles 
was granted land in Newmarket, New 
Hampshire. The online trees agreed that 
Charles’ wife was Eunice Shore (although 
one suggested it may have been 
Shorebourne).   
 
Charles Gliddon and Eunice Shore did 
indeed marry in 1658 in Bideford, so at 
least we now had Charles in North Devon. 
Their eldest daughter, Abigail was baptised 
in Bideford the same year, this agreed with 
what was online, although some had the 
marriage taking place in America. Very 
unusually for this date, witnesses to 
Charles and Eunice’s marriage were 
recorded in the marriage register: 
Christian Huxland and Richard Gliddon. 
The online trees had Richard as Charles’ 
father, which is a reasonable supposition 
but certainly not proven. 
 
In 1660 we find burials in Bideford for 
Richard, son of Charles Gliddon, for whom 
there is no baptism as Gliddon or Shore 
and for another Richard, who is 
presumably the Richard who witnessed 
Charles’ marriage. 
 
A marriage was found in Northam in 1649 
for Christian Gliddon and Edward 
Huxland; perhaps Christian was Charles’ 
sister. The baptism of Christian was as 
elusive as that for Charles, so we turned to 
Richard Gliddon. Was he the father of 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

15 February 2017 Dunkeswell War Stories 
4 March 2017 Family History Help Day email us for an appointment 
15 March 2017 My Father’s WW2 experiences - Jim Lowe  
25 March 2017 Book Launch for Liz Shakespeare’s ‘The Postman Poet’ 
11-15 April 2017 Devonshire Association’s Commemoration of Devon’s links with 
Newfoundland - Bideford event 
19 April 2017  The Hester Turner Charity—David Blight 
17 May 2017  The Lynmouth Floods - Act of God or Act of Man? -  Pamela Vass 
21 June 2017 Buckland Brewer Trail 
17 July 2017 *Change of Date* Day Trip to Devon Rural Archive at Shillingstone near 
Modbury £20 to include visit to Shilstone House and Gardens, sandwich lunch and 
cream tea. 

The Christmas Game 
 

Member Cheryl Hayden, who told us about 
her research into the Winslade family at our 
meeting last September, kindly left a copy of 
her book for members to read. We are 
gradually passing it round to any members 
who are interested. Here is one reader’s 
response. 
 

“As a consequence of its depth of preparatory 
research. ‘A Christmas Game’ is both and 
entertaining and educational read. Cheryl 
Hayden has seamlessly woven fictitious 

places and characters together with the 
known protagonists of the Prayer Book 
Rebellion of 1549. This novel of the 
rebellion, follows a clear timeline, which 
enables readers to immerse themselves 
in this period of history and experience 
the sights and smells. 
 

This work would make a wonderful 
audio book perhaps read by an actor 
with a rich Cornish accent and to reach 
an ever growing audience an ebook/
Kindle version would be appreciated by 
many. 

∼♦∼ 

World War 1 Commemorations—11 November 2018 
 

We have a very exciting community event planned, involving several parish 
organisations and institutions. This will include a commemoration, a performance, 
food and the lighting of a beacon as part of a national Chain of Light. We need 
volunteers to take part on the day. See our website under ‘Projects and Data’ and 
‘Buckland at War’ for more details. https://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.
com/data/buckland-at-war/ 

∼♦∼ 


