
At our meeting in February we 
watched an evocative DVD that 
recalled stories of the Second 
World War in the east Devon 
village of Dunkeswell. In many 
ways, their experiences were 
similar to those in Buckland 
Brewer. They spoke of the 
sense of unreality and how, for 
some, it was an adventure. We 
learned of the impact of the 
building of the airfield and the 
arrival of the evacuees. The 
project also tracked down 
three American airmen who 
served at Dunkeswell, so we 
also heard the story from their 
perspective.  
 

You can learn more about this 
p r o j e c t  a t  < <h t t p : / /
dunkeswellwarstories.com>>. 
 

In March, we offered one-to-
one help sessions for those 
tracing the history of their 
families or homes. The families 
do not have to have been based 
in Buckland. We are happy to 
continue this in person or, for 
those further afield, via Skype. 

 Latest News 
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May 2017 

ISSN 2053-9592 Do get in touch if you are 
interested. 
 

Our March meeting saw us 
return to the times of the 
Second World War. Jim Lowe 
coped wonderfully with the 
technical hitches to tell us about 
his father’s experiences. 
 
David Blight explained the 
research he had been doing into 
the Hester Turner Charity at our 
April meeting. Although Hester 
herself remains something of a 
mystery, she was clearly very 
wealthy and left money to the 
poor of Buckland Brewer. See 
pages 2-6 for details of the 
recipients in 1900. 
 

We very much enjoyed being on 
display at the event to mark the 
opening of the village hall at the 
end of April. There was quite a 
bit of interest in our 2018 World 
War One commemorations, so 
claim your serviceman soon. 
 

There has been a change to our 
published programme. We will 
announce a speaker for 18 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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October shortly. Liz Shakespeare, who 
was to speak to us about our very own 
Postman Poet, Edward Capern, will now 
be part of a much larger community event 
on Friday 17 November. Together with 
Nick Wyke and Becki Driscoll, she will be 
telling us about the book she has written 
based on Capern’s life. This will be 
accompanied by folk music performances 
of his songs and poems. There will also be 
a meal provided. More details will follow 
but save the date now as it should be an 
excellent evening. This will be jointly 
staged by the Village Hall committee and 
the History Group. This will be in 
addition to our scheduled November 
meeting and AGM. 

Hester Turner’s Gift 

Distribution of Funds  

17 December 1900 

 
John Blight 2/- This is almost certainly 
the John Blight, Blacksmith who lived at 
Spurs with his wife Caroline. He was 
born c 1826 in Frithelstock. 
 
Reuben Blight 1/3 Reuben was born in 
Buckland Brewer c. 1854 in Parkham. In 
1900 he would have been supporting his 
wife and three younger children by 
working as a horseman on a farm. The 
family lived at Ashton’s Row. Reuben 
died in 1950 at the age of 96. 
 
Henry Branch  2/- This is probably 
William Henry Branch who was born in 

∼♦∼ 

Bulkworthy in 1861. Henry was a labourer 
and with his wife Mary lived at Rickards 
Row. He died in 1950 aged 88. 
 
Montague Braund 1/3 Montague was 
born in 1879 in Monkleigh and married 
Anne Stoneman in 1899. He was an 
agricultural labourer at Little Gorwood 
and by 1900 had a small daughter to 
support. He died in 1952. 
 
George Brend 1/3 George is almost 
certainly the George who was born about 
1871 in Parkham. He lived on Fore Street 
and worked as a horseman, probably for 
Southwood Farm. He had only recently 
moved to the village in 1900 and had a 
wife and two small children to support. 
 
Norman Brock 2/- Norman was born in 
Milton Damerel c 1864. He was an 
agricultural labourer on Cleave Farm. By 
1900 he and his wife, Sarah, had six 
children to support. Norman died in the 
village in 1933. 
 
Fanny Clements 2/- Fanny Clements née 
Harris was a widowed laundress, living at 
with her sister and brother in law at 
Charters Cottage. She had been born c 
1825 in Buckland Brewer. 
 
Lucy Cole 1/- Lucy was a single lady who 
was born about 1833 in Buckland Brewer. 
She baked bread for her nephew Edwin 
who ran the grocer’s shop in what is now 
Cleverdons. Lucy died in 1916. 
 
Sam Colewill 1/3 There are two entries 
for Samuel Colewill/Colwill. Only one 



 
 
 

 

Samuel has been identified. This may be 
a double entry. 
 
Elizabeth Colewill 1/3 Elizabeth was a 
single mother who worked as a 
washerwoman. She was born in the 1840s 
in West Putford and lived at Horestone. 
She died in 1921 at the age of 77. 
 
Reuben Cornish 1/3 Reuben was an 
agricultural labourer who lived at Higher 
Thorne. He was born c 1868 in East 
Putford. In 1900 he was supporting a wife 
and three children. 
 
John Davey 1/3  John Davey was born 
about 1834 in Wear Gifford. He was a 
stonemason who, in 1900, lived in Rolle 
Terrace with his wife and daughter. He 
died in 1910. 
 
Richard Davey 1/3 Richard is probably 
the Richard Davey who, in 1891 was living 
and working as a farm servant on 
Gusland Farm. He was a single man who 
had been born c 1855  in 
Woolfardisworthy. 
 
William Gay 2/- William was born c 
1825 in Buckland Brewer. He was a farm 
labourer who lived with his wife, Sarah, 
at Charters Cottage. 
 
Henry Gay 1/3 Henry is probably the 
William Henry Gay who worked as a 
cattleman on Little Gorwood Farm. He 
was born c 1857 in Littleham and had a 
wife and six children to support. 
 
Susan Glover 2/- Susan was born c 1853 
in Woolsery. She was a widow with two 
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daughters to support and lived at 
Lakes Cottage by the Coach and 
Horses. 
 
Thomas Glover 1/3 Thomas could be 
John Thomas Glover, an agricultural 
labourer at Tithecott Mill who was 
born c 1873 in Parkham. He had a wife 
and two small children. 
 
John Gorrell 1/3 John was born in 
Buckland Brewer c 1858. He was a 
married farm labourer from 
Kelvinstool. He died in 1832. 
 
Green 1/3 This person cannot be 
identified. 
 
Martha Harding 1/6 Martha Harding 
née Squire was born c 1852 in 
Buckland Brewer. She was the widow 
of Thomas Harding and worked as a 
glover, living with her sister and 
brother in law at Thornhillhead. She 
died in 1914. 
 
Thomas Hancock 2/- This might be 
Thomas C Hancock born c 1865 at 
Bradworthy. He lived at Horestone 
Cottages. 
 
Jesse Harris 1/5 Jesse was born c 1855 
in Swansea and was a labourer at 
Lynch Farm. He had a wife and 
daughter living with him in 1901. 
 
Herbert Harris 2/- Herbert William 
Harris was born c 1863 in Buckland 
Brewer. He was a chimney sweep who 
lived at Stapledons in the village. He 
had a wife and six children to 
support. 



 
 
 

 

John Harris (sen) 2/- John was born c 
1823 in Buckland Brewer. He was a farm 
labourer who lived at Stapledons with 
his wife. 
 
John Harris (jun) 2/- John was the son 
of John Harris senior and was born in 
Buckland Brewer c 1853. He was 
labourer on the roads with, in 1900, a 
wife and at least six of his twelve 
children still at home. He lived at South 
Green. 
 
John Hearne 2/- John is probably the 
John Hearne who was born c 1872 in 
Buckland Brewer. He was, in 1900, an 
agricultural labourer of Cherrible Lake, 
with a wife and two children. 
 
George Hearne (Tithecott) 1/3 George 
was born in Newton St Petrock c 1847 
and was a married agricultural labourer 
in Tithecott. He died in 1917. 
 
George Hearne (Bilsford) 1/3 George 
was born c 1867 in Buckland Brewer and 
was an agricultural labourer of Bilsford. 
He had a wife and four children. He 
died in 1958 at the age of 90. 
 
Thomas Hearne 2/- Thomas is likely to 
be Thomas J Hearne who was born in 
Buckland Brewer c 1869. He was an 
agricultural labourer at Galsworthy 
Cottage with a wife and son. 
Alternatively this could be his father 
but the census suggests that Thomas 
senior may have been in Monkleigh at 
the time. 
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John Kent 1/3 John Kent was born c 
1864 in Buckland Brewer. He was a 
stonemason who lived at Barcot. He was 
a widower bringing up five children. 
 
William Kibell 1/3 This is almost 
certainly William Nancekivell born c 
1851 in Woolfardisworthy. He was a 
cattleman who lived in Fore Street and 
probably worked on Southwood Farm. 
He had two sons and eight daughters, 
three of who were still at home in 1891. 
He died in 1937 on Thorne Farm. 
 
Elizabeth King 2/- Elizabeth King was 
born c 1832 in Buckland Brewer. She 
was an unmarried lady who lived at 
Rickards Row. 
 
Mary Ley 1/6 Mary Ley was born c 1833 
in Braunton. She was the widow of 
James Ley, who had died in 1896 and 
lived in the centre of the village. 
 
Ann Lewis 1/6 Ann Lewis was born c 
1836 in Merton. She was the widow of 
George Lewis and lived at Stapledons. 
 
Hockin Lee 2/- Hockin Lee is a double 
barrelled surname. This is probably 
John Hockin Lee who was born c 1856 in 
Littleham. He was a mason’s labourer 
who lived at South Green. He had a wife 
and six daughters living at home. 
 
Thomas Metherell 1/3 Widower 
Thomas was born in Welcombe c 1831. 
He was a cattleman on a farm and lived 
at Rolle Terrace. 
 



 
 
 

 

William Parkhouse 1/3 William was 
born c 1861 in Buckland Brewer. He was a 
farm labourer who lived at Ashton’s 
Terrace. He had a wife and three children. 
 
John Penhale 1/3 John was born c 1867 in 
Shebbear. He was a farm labourer who 
lived at Barcot. He had a wife and three 
children. 
 
James Prance 1/3 James was born c 1859 
in Buckland Brewer. He was a farm 
labourer who lived at Spurs. He had a wife 
and four children. 
 
Mary Reid 2/0 The only Mary Reed in 
Buckland Brewer in 1901 is Mary A Reed, 
the wife of agricultural labourer Thomas 
Reed of Thornhillhead. It seems unlikely 
that she would be given assistance in 
preference to her husband. 
 
Brian Reid 1/3 Brian Reid or Bryan Reed 
was a farm labourer living with his two 
daughters, probably at Batsons. He had 
been born in Buckland Brewer c 1840. He 
died in 1931 at the age of 90.   
 
Mrs Robins 1/6 Mrs Robins is Mary 
Frances Robins née White, widow of 
Araunah Overington Robins. She was 
born c 1848 in Topsham. She died in 
Buckland Brewer in 1913. In 1901 she was 
living at Churchgate Cottage with her four 
daughters and was described as ‘living on 
her own means’. 
 
Mrs Sanders 1/6 This is probably the 
widow Elizabeth Sanders née Wall who 
was born c 1818 in Chard, Somerset. She 
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lived at Shaptons with her daughter 
Amelia Fulford. 
 
Thomas Shaxton 2/0 Thomas was 
born c 1855 in Buckland Brewer. He was 
a gardener who lived at Rowe’s Cottages 
on Tower Hill. Five of his eleven 
children were at home in 1901. He died 
in 1833. 
 
Caleb Squire 1/3 Caleb was born c 1841 
in Buckland Brewer. He was a farm 
labourer of Town Tenement Cottages 
(now known as Meadowview) and 
probably therefore worked at Town 
Tenement Farm. In 1901 he was living 
with his wife, son and a niece. He died 
in 1907. 
 
James Squire 1/3 James was born c 1847 
in Frithelstock. He was a farm labourer. 
In 1901 he was living with his wife and a 
granddaughter at South Green. 
 
James Stoneman 1/3 James was born in 
Torrington Workhouse in 1848. He was 
a farm labourer at Park Farm. By 1901 
only one of his ten children was still at 
home. 
 
William Hancock 1/3 William was a 
rabbit trapper of Beechwood, 
Eckworthy. He was born c 1874 in 
Langtree and lived with his brother, his 
wife and two children. 
 
Sam Colwill (Oak) 1/3 Samuel J Colwill 
was born c 1867 in Bulkworthy. He was 
an agricultural labourer at Oak and in 
1900 had a wife and two small children 
to support. He died in 1935. 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 

Dennis Mems. 
 

The editor of Prince’s ‘Worthies of 
Devon’ in a note mentions a branch of 
the Dennis family settled at Windycross, 
near Torrington, of which was Abraham 
Dennis. I expect the Christian name was 

derived from Abraham Barnfield of 
Mambury (sic), in East Putford, probably 
a godfather, if not a connection. We also 
find, perhaps from the same source, the 
Christian name among the later Risdons. 
(During the enquiry in the late Thames 
disaster [The collision of the pleasure 
steamer Princess Alice 1878 Ed.] I saw the 
name Abraham Dennis of Sittingbourne 
examined as a witness). This Abraham 
Dennis was contemporary with the last 
Orleigh family. His great-grandson, the 
editor, goes on to say, Abraham Dennis 
married the heiress of Northleigh and the 
grandson of that marriage, Abraham 
Freeman Dennis of Tavistock, was said to 
be the last of that branch. 

 
Thomas Gorrell (Thorne) 1/3 Thomas 
was born c 1857 in Devonport. He was a 
farm labourer at Thorne, where he lived 
with his wife and daughter. He died in 
1931. 
 
In 1900 The Vicar J Hayward 
Waddington and his Churchwardens R 
Tucker and R Harris paid out a total of £3 
15/6 in respect of Hester Turner’s 
bequest. 
 
The R Harris, who administered the fund 
in 1900, is believed to the Robert Harris 
of Frains, pictured on the right 

∼♦∼ 

Robert Harris of Frains 
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The Dennis family of Teignmouth, long 
settled in Barnstaple, were of the Orleigh 
family. Another branch was settled for 
several generations at Whimple, of which 
rather a celebrated character, the Rev. 
Jonas Dennis, Prebendary of Exeter, was 
the representative. 
 

Strangely enough, years ago, before I ever 
dreamt of becoming an inhabitant of 
North Devon, in my first parish on the 
Wiltshire Downs, I found the following 
epitaph on a tomb surrounded by great 
iron railings, in Monkton Farleigh 
churchyard which I copied: “1828 Johannes 
Dennis, Cler. A.B.E. Coll. Oxon, apud 
Oxon, hic jacet sepultus; Gulielmo Danice 
Regis Guliemi, Aug., conquesto commiliti, 
avisque xxi, de Orligh, Gidcot, Holcombe 
et Whimple Australi in co. Dev., vicissim 
dominis editus fuit. Exon natus Cliftonie 
obiit pridie St. Mic. Fest. A.S. 1828 aet 52. 
Cujus animea propitietior Deus”. 
 

“Fontelautus secundus Prebendarii Dennis 
(query son of the above) infantulus ob. 
Nov, vi AD 1837.” This Rev. Jonas Dennis B.
C.L., as admitted July 29 1799, Prebendary 
of Carswell, valued at £2 13s 4d, which he 
held until his death, Dec. 6 1846 at Polsloe 
Park, Exeter. 
 

In the Rev. Mr Webb’s interesting little 
book, the Memorials of Exmouth, I copied 
the following strange baptismal entry of 
this same eccentric individual: “1824 
Fontelautus, first born on and fifth child of 
Jonas and Juliana Susannah (dau. of Rev. 
Wm. Thos. Shore, late vicar of Otterton, 
brother of Lord Teignmouth) Dennis, 
Preb. of Carswell, in the Royal Collegiate 
Church of the Castle of Exon. Baptised by 

me, Jonas Dennis B.C.L. aforesaid Preb.. 
Sponsors Sir William Pole Bart., by his 
proxy, Rev. R. Pratt, vicar, Rev. John 
Dennis, A.B. (probably his father) buried 
at Mount Farleigh four years later), and 
Eliz. His wife. Supposed to be the first 
instance of Trine immersion since its 
suppression by the Presbyterian Directory 
of the Long Parliament.” 
 

to be continued 
 

From Marland in last issue 
“Dunkeswell Abbey 

 

This Abbey, to which Buckland Brewer was 
given by the Breweres, was situated eight 
miles from Honiton. It was founded in 1201 by 
Wm. Lord Brewerem and colonised by 
Cistercians from Ford Abbey. He had 
purchased the manor previously from Hen. 
de Pomeroy. His body was laid to rest here 
1227. Wm. Bishop of Exon., and nephew of 
the founder, Sept. 21 1242, gave the tithes of 
Dunkeswell parish to the Abbey.” 
 

In response, Enid Booth pointed out:- 
The Abbot of Dunkeswell was Lord of the 
Manor of Buckland Brewer and the Brewer 
family have close connections there but I 
understood that the Church was given to 
Torre Abbey by William Brewer. Torre Abbey 
was of the Premonstratensian order (White 
Canons) not Benedictine! Its main house in 
England was Welbeck Abbey! Earlier in its 
history Buckland Brewer church was 
connected to Kynktone Priory which may have 
been a Benedictine house. William Brewer 
himself later became Abbot of Dunkeswell and 
this explains why he was buried at Dunkeswell 
and why the family had connections there. 
  
The antiquarian Marland was writing in the 
1870s and we don’t know what his sources 
were.  
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Sad Tales from Buckland 

Brewer 
 
In December 1578 Maria Greede, an 
unmarried woman, who had lived in 
Buckland Brewer for twenty four years, 
gave evidence to the Archdeacon’s Court 
in Barnstaple. Her evidence was as 
follows (the spelling has been 
modernised): 
That upon a Sunday or holiday, the 
Sunday as she believeth before St 
George’s day last past being after Easter 
last as she remembereth in the afternoon 
of the day, shortly before evening prayer 
ended at the chapel of East Putford, 
within the parish of Buckland Brewer, in 
the green at East Putford town, two 
children one Alice, daughter of Julian 
Hearne and Katheren Rattenberie unto 
whom Marie Qwynte is aunt for that she 
is Marie Qwynt’s sister’s daughter, being 
at variance and debate Julian Herne took 
partie with her the said daughter Alice 
and among other words in anger did say 
to the said Katheren Rattenberie thy 
Aunt Mary, meaning Mary Qwynte (for 
she hath no other aunt named Mary) is a 
whore, an arrante whore and a basest 
whore and after other words said further, 
take heed do not step in they aunt’s steps 
lest thou be as bad as she is. 
 
The case appears not to have ended there 
as in the following February a Margery 
Gread, who appears to be Maria’s 
mother, gives similar evidence. Margery, 
the wife of William Gread, was said to 
have been born in Buckland Brewer and 
to be fifty years old. 

The above extracts are taken from 
Peter Christie’s transcriptions of the 
court records, published in ‘Of Chirche 
Reves, and of Testaments’. 
 
Philip Ellis, a miller of Buckland 
Brewer, appears on a list of insolvent 
debtors in 1832. He may be the Philip 
Ellis who was baptised in Monkleigh 
in 1766. His entry is marked 
‘discharged’. No further record of 
Philip has been found. 
 
In 1831 two Buckland men were found 
to be absent from militia training. 
Thomas Rowe, a single labourer aged 
25 was described as being 5 foot 4¾ 
inches tall, with a fresh complexion, 
brown hair, blue eyes and a round 
face. He was born in Buckland Brewer 
and had enrolled in Alwington on 3 
April 1827 Thomas had been baptised 
in 1806, the son of Thomas and Ruth 
Rowe née Tallamy. 
 
The other missing soldier was Samuel 
Hocking, who had been born  at 
Bradworthy about 1801. He was 5 foot 
6¼ inches tall with a fresh 
complexion, brown hair, grey eyes and 
a round face. He had enrolled in 
Buckland Brewer on 17 April 1827. His 
entry was marked ‘gone to America’. 
 
In 1828 a list of ‘lunatics’ was 
compiled. This not very politically 
correct term would have applied to 
those with some kind of mental 
illness. The list includes George 
Kinsman aged 60 he was described as 
an ‘idiot’, quiet and not confined. He 
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died in Bideford in 1836. No baptism has 
been found and there were no other 
Kinsmans in Buckland Brewer at the time. 
 
William Seldon was admitted to Plympton 
asylum on 5 July 1839 and was released on 
16 August 1839 with the annotation ‘not 
cured’. He was a single man, aged eighteen 
at the time and a son of William and Sarah 
Seldon of Thorne. In 1851 William can be 
found with his father farming at Vielstone. 
By 1861 his brother Raymond had taken 
over farm and William was described as an 
invalid. In the 1871 census he was 
described as a  ‘lunatic’.  William died in 
1876. 
 
In December 1841 an epidemic of scarletina 
broke out in the village. The following 
children lost their lives in the weeks that 
followed: 
John Williams 2  
John Judd of Kelvinstool 3  
William Rooke 5  
John Redacleave North  Downs 4  
John Rooke, Holwill 18 months  
Kezia Beglehole, North Downs 18 months 
and David Dene Higher Twitching age 9. 
The newspaper reports three cases of 
scarletina in Buckland Brewer in 1891; 
none of these were fatal. In June 1890  
there was an outbreak of measles at 
Thornhillhead and it was suggested that 
the school be closed. 
 
In 1850, Robert Courtice Bird and his wife 
Sarah of ‘Gawland’ were accused of the 
murder of Mary Ann Parsons, a fifteen 
year old servant that they had acquired 
from Bideford workhouse. Despite 
descriptions of horrific abuse, Robert was 

acquitted of murder and served sixteen 
months for assault instead. By 1861 he was 
free from prison and living in Torquay. 

 
The following entries are extracted from 
Churchwardens’ Accounts for 1832-3. The 
spelling is copied from the original. 
 

Need Account 
 
Joanna King 2/6, Grace Pasmore 5/6, 
Ricd. Bartlett 3/-, John Harding 2/6, Mary 
Tithecott for washing for John Jud, Robt. 
Estabrook 4/6, Catherine Short 13/6, 
Fetching the Doctor for Catherine Short 
2/-, Child’s coffin for Catherine Short 5/-, 
Thos. Lockyer 1/-, Thos. Chanter 1/-, Wm. 
Mathews in sickness 3/6, paid towards 
Wm. Jinkings funeral £1, Thos. Brook 3/6, 
John Tithacott 2/6, Ann Littlejohns 2/6, 
Elizth. Harding 2/6, Paid the clerk for 2 
examinations and 2 pairs of Indentures 
18/-, paid Mr Kingdon for attending the 
examination of Susan Avery £1 1/-, Mary 
Pasmore 2/-, Ann Short 1/-, James Diment 
5/, John Bartlett 1/-, George Shut 3/-, 
George Jurey 1/-, Susan Fenley 1/-, Maria 
Chanter 1/-, Thos. Hog 1/-, atending the 
magistrates 1/6, Clothing Bill £2 12/10, 
Billet mony £1 11/-, Mr Thos. Lake for 
keeping Wm. Batten 8/-, The Workhouse 
Bill £6 16/3. Need account £17 16/7. 
Monthly pay £16 17/2. Total £34 13/9. 
 

Need Account 
 

Wm Mathews towards his child’s funeral 
10/-, Grace Pasmore 1/-, Fanny Chanter 
1/-, Richd. Bagahole in sickness 4/6, Thos. 
Brook for keeping Joan King 5/-, Wm. 
Balsdon 4/-, Catherine Short 4/-, John 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Harding 3/-, Mary Champin 2/6, Mary 
Tithecott for washing for J Jud 1/-, Mary 
Fulford 1/- James Dymont 12/-, Thos. 
Chanter 1/-, Wm. Johns in sickness 7/6, 
Eliz. Harris 2/-, George Clarkes wife 5/-, 
Thos. Bridgement 1/-, Wm. Par 2/-, Chery 
Blight 1/-, Eliz. Harding 2/6, John Gent 
1/6, Mary Pasmore 6/6, Ann Sanders 3 
months pay 6/-, paid the justises clerks 
4/-, Attending justes meeting 1/6, Billet 
money £3 8/6, Clothing Bill £2 2/-, Paid 
John Heal for keeping Wm. Batten 8/-, 
The Workhouse Bill £6 5/10, Paid County 
Rates £9 3/-, for paying the same 2/6, 
Need account £26 1/4. Monthly pay £16 
11/4. Total £42 12/8. 

holdings enabled them to walk, or 
probably be driven, from the Bristol 
Channel to the English Channel without 
leaving their own property. Following the 
death of the then Lord Clinton in 1904 a 
number of properties in the village were 
sold by auction and lots 13 and 14 were 
bought by Miss Beatrice Rogers of Orleigh 
Court. A couple of years after her death it 
was purchased, in 1951, by Mr and Mrs 
Harris, who moved from Harrow. After 
Mrs Harris died the property changed 
ownership again in 1989 and in 2006 when 
we became only the fifth owners in its 200 
or so years. Until 1989 domestic water had 
been drawn from a well on the corner of 
Back Lane. This appears to have been an 
informal arrangement as that land, part of 
Southwood, had also been part of the 
Rolle Estate, though by 1948, it was owned 
by Frank Mills and a formal agreement 
was drawn up after Miss Roger’s death. 
 
The house had many tenants down the 
years. In 1840 it was leased to John Pidler 
who in 1841 was described as a 
schoolmaster, living at Rickards whilst the 
Cottage—then known as Hooper’s 
Cottage—had only one occupant, an 
eleven year old servant named Grace 
Brooks. I do wonder if school master 
Pidler used the house as a school. Mrs 
Harris established a guest house 
advertising, we are told, only in Lady 
Magazine as she wished to attract a better 
class of clientele. It was she who dropped 
the name ‘Hooper’s’, presumably thinking 
‘The Cottage’ fitted more the image that 
she wanted to project. 
 
Although we have been unable to find a 
photograph of the house pre 1990, we do 
have an aerial view of the village, taken in 

The Cottage and its 

Garden 
 

This account was compiled by the late 
Keith Hampson 
 

The cottage is one of a number of 
buildings that made up the village in the 
early 1800s. Most of the buildings on the 
southern side of Tower Hill and Fore 
Street and in Barton, Babeleigh and 
Gorwood Roads also date back to this 
time. A few stood on the northern side 
but this seems to have been reserved for 
the more important buildings such as the 
Church and the Coach and Horses. The 
Cottage, like most of these older 
buildings has solid stone and cob walls, 
now rendered to keep out the damp and 
was originally thatched but this was 
stripped off in the late 1960s.  
 
The major land owner in the early 1800s 
was Rolle Estate, whose extensive 

∼♦∼ 
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more vigorous than others and if left, 
would crowd out some of the more 
delicate ones. The sycamore, at the gate, is 
a pain, as its seeds are both prolific and 
vigorous, capable of growing several 
inches in the year of germination. In the 
lawns the are easily dealt with but in the 
flower beds have to be pulled by hand if 
the hoe can’t be used. 
 
The main grassed area has Devon banks to 
south and west and spring flowers 
abound, as do unwanted weeds and the 
observant will spot stinging nettle, daisy, 
buttercup, cow parsley and ivy, all of 
which given the chance, would over run 
the lawn. Primroses are also prolific 
seeders and the grass providing a swathe 
of early colours but regrettably delaying 
that pleasurable spring exercise—grass 
mowing—for several weeks. 
 
At the side of the house, behind the 
outbuildings, is an almost ‘walled’ garden. 

Captain West at The Cottage  1950s 

1946. The cottage can be identified but 
not the structural details. The present 
garage stands where the stables and 
coach house stood and there appears to 
be a wall from the house, towards the 
garage, along the line of the new 
outbuildings. The wall dividing The 
Cottage from the old engineering site, 
where Town Tenement once stood, can 
also be seen, with the farm building 
built against it. 
 
The ‘roundabout’ in front of the house is 
clearly defined, showing the yew tree 
but with a wider spread at the base. 
Come 1989 some of the boughs had bent 
down to ground level and a lot of 
trimming had to be done. Also on the 
roundabout are two sycamores, which 
do not seem to have been  there in 1946. 
Other mature trees include beech, 
copper beech, lime and a pine of 
indeterminate type. One of the beech 
trees on the southern boundary has an 
enormous bole, suggesting great age but 
from the way ot divides, just a short way 
up the trunk, did it start as two trees, 
gradually fusing together? Whichever, it 
will make a bit of a mess of the garage if 
it blows over the wrong way! There are a 
number of immature trees, particularly 
a larch and a Chilean pine; some fruit 
trees have been planted in the past 
couple of years to help towards our five 
a day requirement. 
 
The shrubbery has a variety of plants 
including early flowerers like daphne, 
helibores and primroses and spring 
bulbs have been planted in recent years. 
Like all such beds it is not easy to keep 
free from weeds and some plants are 
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This is down to grass and flowers and is 
planted with many periennials with 
bedding plants, grown in the greenhouse 
added each year. The last winter seems 
to have hit this area pretty badly and a 
couple of palms, a tree fern and a yucca 
did not survive, whilst a eucalyptus 
barely survived, The apple tree, of some 
age, usually produces vast quantities of 
cooking apples, which are distributed 
around the village. Against the stone wall 
are a fig, blueberry, olive, kiwi fruit and a 
young vine. Against the house is a 
wisteria. The thick trunk suggests it must 
be quite old. Again this year it had a 
profusion of flowers.  

 
Keith Hampson 

1704 will of John Davie of 

Bideford and Orleigh 
 

In the name of God Amen. I John Davie 
of Bideford in the Country of Devon 
Esqr. 
My Body to be decently interred in my 
Isle of the Parish Church of Buckland 
Brewer. And as to my temporal estate 
with which I am blessed I will and devise 
the same in manner following. Imprimis 
I give and devise to the poor of the 
parish of Bideford ten pounds and to the 
poor of the parish of Buckland Brewer 
five pounds all to be paid within one 
month of my decease. Item I give and 
devise to my son Thomas my gold 
tumbler and also my picture sett with 
diamonds together with the said 

diamonds and also a piece of silver plate 
called the silver baskett. Item I give and 
devise to my son Joseph a sett or parcell 
of plate to furnish a dressing table 
which is commonly called a dressing 
table of plate. All the rest of my silver 
plate whatsoever I give and devise to my 
said sons Joseph and Thomas Davie to 
be divided equally between them. Item I 
give and devise to my said son Thomas 
all the rest of my household goods and 
furniture for house whatsoever in 
Bideford. Item I give and devise to my 
said son Joseph all my household goods 
and all other corne grain hay fruit and 
wood and all my out door. Items 
whatsoever both living and dead which 
shall be at the time of my death in my 
mansion house and outhouses 
thereunto belonging of or called 
Orleigh in the parish of Buckland 
Brewer and the Barton or farm with its 
appurtenances thereunto adjoining or 
belonging. Item I give and devise to my 
said son Thomas all my ships bark and 
boats and all their rigging cable 
furniture equipage and appurtenances 
whatsoever. Item I further give unto my 
said son Thomas Davie the full summe 
of six thousand pounds. Item I give and 
devise unto my son Charles Davie five 
hundred pounds. Item I give ad devise 
to my said sons Charles, Joseph and 
Thomas Davie and the survivors of 
them and his executors the full sum of 
six hundred pounds in trust 
nevertheless that they and the survivors 
and survivor of them and his executors 
shall and will from time to time put the 
same out to interest and to pay and 
account for the same interest yearly to 
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my daughter Elizabeth during the term 
of her natural life separate and apart 
from her husband and with which he is 
in no sort intermediate and that my said 
daughter Elizabeth her receipt alone 
without her husbands shall be a 
sufficient discharge to the said trustees 
for such yearly interest or produce of the 
said summe of six hundred pounds. And 
from and after the death of my said 
daughter Elizabeth then I will and devise 
the said summe of six hundred pounds 
amongst all and every the child and 
children of the said Elizabeth by her 
present husband which shall be living at 
the time of her death to be divided 
equally amongst them share and share 
alike to be paid them and the survivor of 
them and their severall and respective 
ages of one and twenty years or day of 
marriage which shall first happen. And in 
the meantime the interest thereof to go 
towards their maintenance and in case 
my said daughter Elizabeth shall dye 
having no child or children then I give 
and devise the said summe of six 
hundred pounds to and amongst the 
child and children of my son John Davie 
deceased which shall be living at the 
time of the death of my said daughter 
Elizabeth to be divided equally share and 
share alike. Item I give and devise to my 
son Charles, Joseph and Thomas the 
further summe of six hundred pounds in 
trust nevertheless for the three children 
of my said son John Davie (to witt) 
Liskum, Charles and Mary and the 
survivors and survivor of them equally to 
be divided share and share alike to be 
paid every and each of them at their 
respective ages of one and twenty years 

or days of marriage which shall first 
happen. And in the interest thereof to 
go to their maintenance. And in case 
they shall all dye infants and 
unmarried then I will and devise the 
same to my executors here after 
named. Item I give and devise to my 
five daughters Sarah Knowling, 
Henrietta Moyle, Mary Incledon, 
Elizabeth Jenkinson and Anna 
Cleveland the summe of twenty five 
pounds to each and every of them to 
be paid within six months of my 
decease. Item I give to John the son of 
my daughter Moyle and to John, 
Elizabeth, Mary and Katherine the son 
and daughters of my daughter 
Incledon and also to John and Anna 
the son and daughter of my daughter 
Cleveland and to every and each of 
them that shall be living at the time of 
my death the summe of ten pounds to 
be paid at the discretion of my 
executors. Item all the rest and residue 
of my goods and chattels whatsoever 
and whosesoever not before herein 
given and devised I give and devise to 
my said sons Joseph and Thomas Davie 
joynt executors of this my last will and 
testament in wittness whereof I have 
hereunto sett my hand and seal the 
second day of January in the eighth 
year of the reigne of our sovereign lady 
Ann queen of Great Britain in the 
presence of William Greening, John 
Hide, James Power. 
 
Transcribed by R I Kirby on behalf of 
The Way of the Wharves Project 
<<www.thewharves.org>>. 
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Forthcoming Events 
 

17 May 2017  The Lynmouth Floods - Act of God or Act of Man? -  Pamela Vass 
21 June 2017 Buckland Brewer Trail 
17 July 2017 *Change of Date* Day Trip to Devon Rural Archive at Shillingstone near 
Modbury £20 to include visit to Shilstone House and Gardens, sandwich lunch and 
cream tea. 
16 August 2017 Outing to Appledore to learn of its history and its ghosts 
20 September 2017 Torrington Cemetery Scandal – Peter Christie 
18 October 2017 TBC 

∼♦∼ 

Looking Back 
 
175 years ago 
Bideford Union Board of Guardians 
advertised for a ‘Medical Gentleman’ to 
take up the contract for providing ‘Medical 
and Surgical Attendance’ for paupers in 
Buckland Brewer and Monkleigh. Separate 
proposals were made for difficult cases of 
midwifery. ‘Bandages and Trusses are the 
only extras and will be paid for at cost 
price’. 
 
150 years ago 
In March 1867 and inquest was held in 
Breddon’s [presumably Braddons ed.] 
Cottage before G H Toller, coroner, 
touching the death of Jabez Tupland who 
died in mysterious circumstances. After 
hearing the evidence the jury decided that 
he died of natural causes, probably 
apoplexy. 
 
125 years ago 
In March 1892 Buckland Brewer lost its 
oldest inhabitant with the death of Joshua 
Squire who was in his 92nd year. He had 
been an instructor to the North Devon 

Yeomanry and was a schoolmaster 
allegedly teaching Speke, the African 
explorer. Joshua was the vestry clerk and 
assistant overseer of the parish for over 
fifty years. He had married twice and had 
ten children. 
 
100 Years ago 
In March 1917 Mr Burrows came from 
Plymouth on behalf of the Kingdom 
Alliance. He gave a ‘stirring address’ on 
the disestablishment of public houses 
and several people agreed to abstain from 
all alcohol for the duration of the war. 
The vicar, Rev. H G Burden presided over 
the meeting. Miss Folland performed an 
‘appropriate solo’ and Miss C Wreford 
played the organ. 
 
75 years ago 


