
We have had another busy 
quarter. In August we walked 
round Appledore, guided by 
Terry Bailey. Our last two 
meetings had a Torrington 
flavour. Firstly, Peter Christie 
told us of the Torrington 
Cemetery Scandal. Then, in 
November, Brian Nash came to 
tell a capacity crowd about 
Torrington Past and Present. I 
think he was pleased to see 
several of his former pupils in 
the audience. 
 

Please remember that January 
will be our usual Members’ 
Evening, when we will be 
inviting members to share 
something of historical interest 
for about ten minutes. Do get 
in touch if you have something 
that you can share. 
 

Four ladies spent an enjoyable 
morning fashioning our 
contribution for the village guy 
competition. ‘Edward Capern’, 
the postman poet spent the 
week on display near the 
cottage where he is believed to 
have penned his poetry whilst 
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ISSN 2053-9592 waiting in Buckland before 
taking the letters back to 
Bideford. 
 

The history group will also be 
taking part in the parish 
Christmas Tree competition. Do 
keep an out for our entry with an 
historical twist and cast your 
vote wisely. 
 

Plans for the parish 1918 
commemorations are taking 
shape (see page 9). We will be 
holding an open meeting to 
discuss this further in January. 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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Faith in Buckland Brewer 

 
Buckland Brewer History Group is 
affiliated to the Society for One-Place 
Studies http://one-place-studies.org, 
through my personal membership. This 
year they have been running a project 
about ‘Faith in our Communities’. 
Alongside this is the Family and 
Community Historical Research Society’s 
(FACHRS) http://www.fachrs.com 
‘Communities of Dissent’ two year project 
and I am also taking part in this on behalf 
of Buckland Brewer. 
 
Earlier this month, FACHRS project 
participants were required to send in the 
results of the research that formed Phase 1 
of this project. This project concentrates 
on non-conformity between 1850 and 1939 
and gives us an opportunity to look in 
depth at this aspect of faith in our 
communities. 
 

 
So what did Phase 1 involve? After 
providing background information 
about our communities, we looked in 
detail at the 1851 ecclesiastical census 
http://www.brin.ac.uk/2010/religious-
census-1851-online/. This was a 
fascinating exercise in itself and we 
were asked to produce pie charts to 
show the proportion of attendances 
that each denomination attracted. 
 
The next exercise was to look for 
evidence of churches and chapels in 
directories. I was surprised to discover 
that some of the chapels in Buckland 
Brewer were not listed in the 
directories, even though I know they 
were open and functioning at the time. 
For example, in 1870 the Wesleyan 
Methodist and Baptist chapels got a 
mention but not the three Bible 
Christian Chapels.  
 

After that, we 
compiled a list of the 
places of worship, the 
date they were built 
and any renovations 
that took place in the 
period under review. 
These chapels were 
then depicted on a 
map. 
 
We then listed the 
sources and resources 
available to us and 
finally presented our 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the 1851 Religious Census for Buckland Brewer 
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Name and Location of Place 

of Worship 

 
Total Sit-

tings 

Total Atten-
dance including 
Sunday Scholars 

 
Population 

Index of At-
tendance % 

Buckland Brewer, Devon The 
Anglican Church of St Mary and 

St Benedict 
760 290 977 29.7 

Buckland Brewer, Devon The 
Zion Baptist Chapel in the ham-

let of Eckworthy 
110 130 977 13.3 

Buckland Brewer, Devon The 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in 

the village 
200 233 977 23.8 

Buckland Brewer, Devon The 
Salem Bible Christian Chapel at 

Thornhillhead 
160 196 977 20 

Buckland Brewer, Devon The 
Bible Christian Chapel at 

Twitchen 
116 99 977 10.1 

Total Bible Christian 276 295 977 30.2 

Total Methodist 476 528 977 54 

Total non-conformist 586 658 977 67.3 

Total 1346 948 977 97 



 
 
 

 

findings so far. This was an opportunity 
to decide where we would like to take 
this project during Phase 2.  
 
I am keen to continue my research into 
the links between non-conformity and 
emigration; something I have been 
studying for over a decade. I am also 
intrigued by the role of the landowners. 
There are several incidences in nearby 
parishes, of hostility from local 
landowners, towards non-conformists. 
In Buckland Brewer however, a number 
of landowners were sympathetic to the 
non-conformist cause. I would also like 
to look further into the lives of those 
who donated land for the building of 
chapels or who were supportive in other 
ways. 

Janet Few 
 

Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes 
at length from many earlier works. 
 

Caddy Family 
 
From monuments: 
John Caddy ob: Ap. 11 1755 aet 77 
William, son of John and Grace ob. Ap. 
8 1754 
Benjamin, another son, Nov 22 1745 aet 
19 
Mary, dau. Dec 12 1742 aet 21 
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John Caddy, ob. Aug 3 1784 aet 63 
Wm. , son of the above, Ap. 29 1787 et 
22 
Kath., dau. ob. May 18 1784 aet 25 
Eliz., widow of John Caddy, ob. March 
23 1797 
Andrew Caddy, surgeon, son of the 
above John and Eliz. ob. Jan 8 1820 aet 
56 
Joanna, wife of Andrew Caddy, ob. Sep 
17 1837 aet 70. 
Wm. Radford caddy, midshipman of 
HM Windsor, drowned Dec 4 1823 aet 
26. 
Eliz. Widow of ___ Caddy and wife of 
Philip Vining ob. Ap 30 1678 aet 50. 
John Caddy ob. Ap 12 1822 aet 70. 
Rebecca, his wife, dau. of the Rev. Wm. 
Herring, Rector of Newton St Petrock, 
adjoining, ob. Dec 17 1823 aet 81. 
 

Tor Abbey 
 

The last Abbot of Tor, Simon Rede, 
calculating on the speedy dissolution of 
his Abbey, granted this living with its 
chapelries, as well as Bradworthy and 
Pancrasweek, Shebbear and Sheepwash, 
which had probably been given to the 
Abbey by Wm. Brewer above 
mentioned to Humphrey Prydeaux and 
four of his family, Nov. 8 1538 (probably 
the grandson of the Alice [Gifford] 
Prydeaux mentioned below. He died 
May 8 1550. Maclean) to hold for their 
lives after the interest of Thomas Cole 
esq., under a yearly rent of £46, all 
rights reserved. 
 
Among Abbot Rede’s annuitants we also 
meet with Sir John Fortescue of ____ -



 
 
 

 

and his son Andrew; Sir Thos. Denys 
(query of Bicton); John Stephyns esq., 
probably an ancestor of Mr. Moore 
Stephens of Winscott, the present owner 
of the tithes. Simon Rede died Rector of 
Townstall, Dartmouth. Will proved Mar 
15 1556. 
 

Incident 
 
I came among my notes upon the 
following:- 
‘Jan 1478 Alice, relict of Wm. Prydeaux, 
styled of Orleigh, Devon, summoned by 
Alice, relict of John Braddon in plea of a 
debt.’ Why should this lady be styled of 
Orleigh? After a search backwards and 
forwards among my notes, I discovered 
that she was sister of Eleanor, wife of the 
then squire of Orleigh, John Dennis. The 
two sisters were co heirs of Stephen 
Gifford of Theuborough manor, a few 
miles away from Buckland Brewer in 
Sutcombe parish, which Alice brought to 
her first husband, Wm. Prydeauxm of 
Adeston, Escheator for Cornwall in 1461. 
Sir John MacLean gives him his second 
wife Ethelred Fortescue from my parish 
but there was no John Fortescue, her 
father, here then. Alice married for a 
second time Wm. Wollacombe, an 
ancestor of my friend Mr Wollacombe, 
the Rector of Stowford, in Lifton, 
according to Sir John, and died Feb 24 
1511-12. 
 
The Braddons are a Sutcombe family and 
we find Ambrose Risdon of Vielstone, 
marrying Mallorie dau. of W. Barddon 
thereof. Query a brother of Alice 
Braddon. 
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Philip Risdon of Vielston 
Justice of the Peace 

 
The eldest son of a second son of the 
head of the Bableigh family in Parkham, 
seems to have raised himself in the world 
by his marriage to the co-heiress of 
Hartland Abbey, by which he also seems 
to have obtained either the manor or 
certain lands in Lufficot parish and 
elsewhere and settled in Buckland 
Brewer, resting satisfied with a moderate 
house like Vielston, though one of Her 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace. We find 
his name on the Bridge of Bideford 
Commission; and at a meeting of the 
county magistrates at the Chapter House 
in Exeter, in 1607, when it was resolved 
that every knight in the county being a JP 
should pay 40s towards a sessions house 
and every r being a JP 20s, we find his 
name together with Thos. Risdon. 
 

Risdon from Heralds’ Visitations of 
Devon 1620 

 
Thos. Of Parkham and Oakhampton 

I 
Gefferie 

I 
                Ric=Matilda dau of John Braye 

I 
John 

I 
Giles of Parkham =2 Philip relict of 

Mountjoy 
= 1 Eliz dau. and heir of Thomas 

Bremelcomb in Honichurch 
I 

William of Winscot in St Giles, father of 
the historian 
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Thos. Son and heir of Bablegh in 
Parkham = Wilmot Giffard of Halsbury 
Ambrose 2nd son of Vielstone bur April 7 
1604 = Mallorie bur Mar 2 1619 dau. Of 
Wm. Braddon of Sutcombe. 

I 
Pasco = 1 Ric.. Mooring of Torrington 2 
John Allen of Little Torrington 
Thos. ? Bur. 1647 = Joanna dau. of 
Abraham Barnefield of Buckland Brewer 
Philip of Vielstone in Buckland Brewer 
son and heir buried Sep 23 1640 = Grace, 
dau. and  coheir of Wm. Abbott of 
Hartland (Abbey) 

I 
Victoria bap. 1603, Anne + Lewis Davelles 
of Little Marland in Petrockstow, Mary, 
Prudence, Mallorie, Elizabeth bap. 1609, 
John, Jas. bap. 1606 
Ant. bap. 1608, Wm. Son and heir born 
1597 = Jane dau. of John Mollesworth of 
Egloshale co. Cornwall vide. presently. 

I 
Val. Born 1617, Grace born 1617 ? Buried 
March 14 1645, Wm. bapt 1621, John bapt. 
1624, Jonathan bapt. 1625, Philip son and 
heir born 1617 (? Bur. Sep 23 1640 or Aug 
25 1671) = Eliz, Crocker April 1638 

I 
Abraham bap. Dec. 9 1640 ? Bur. Feb, 4 
1682 + Rebecca Turner Aug. 3 1676. Left 

issue. 
 

There follows a list of parish register 
entries, relating to the Risdon family, 
from Parkham and Hartland and an 
extract from the Heralds’ Visitations 
showing Jane Molesworth’s ancestry, 
which have not been transcribed. 
 

…… to be continued 

Anyone for Tennis? 

Eighty years ago, Bucklanders could 
enjoy dancing to the Golden Bay 
Orchestra until 1am, in aid of the 
Tennis Club. We know very little about 
this club, which flourished in the 1930s. 
We do know the names of the 1936 
committee: President and Captain P 
Tucker, Vice-captain C Babb, Secretary 
Miss D E Spry, treasurer G Hill. 
Ifanyone has any more information, 
such as where the courts were, please 
let us know. 

Image thanks to Rosie Smith 
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Christmas Greetings 

 
A Seasonal Poem from our own 
Postman Poet Edward Capern, to 
wish all our members a very Happy 
Christmas 
 
Now the days are dark and dreary,  
And the year is growing weary,  
And the leaves have left the branches  
Of the sycamore and lime;  
I am thinking of thy bounty,  
My dear old native county,  
It's O! to be in Devon at the merry 
Christmas-time.  
 
Who that has seen thy daughters,  
And the flashing of thy waters,  
And hears thy name, the music  
Of some olden English rhyme;  
And pines not for thy alleys,  
And river-lighted valleys?  
It's O! to be in Devon at the merry 
Christmas-time.  

There each cosy hearth is glowing,  
And the honey-wine is flowing;  
Whilst the frost-work on the lattice  
Is melting like the rime;  
And the lads the moors are pacing,  
The hare and rabbit tracing;  
It's O! to be in Devon at the merry 
Christmas-time.  
 
And village waits are singing,  
And village bells are ringing;  
From hill to hill they answer  
With the old familiar chime;  
And the holly’s reddest coral  
Is smiling by the laurel;  
It’s O! to be in Devon at the merry 
Christmas-time.  
 
O! sweet haunt of the pheasant,  
My home-land fair and pleasant,  
Though the music of the nightingale  
Be foreign to thy clime;  
More charming is thy greeting  
Of the guests at festal meeting,  
God bless thee, dear old Devon, with a 
merry Christmas-time.  

 
 
 

 

Congratulations 
 
The committee are proud to announce that our chairman, 
Janet Few, was voted as the number one genealogist in both 
the UK and the Commonwealth in this year’s international 
poll to find those who play a significant role in the world of 
genealogy. She was also ranked 10th in the worldwide poll.  
 
I had my arm twisted to include this. Thank you very much to 
all who thought that I was worthy of your vote Ed. 
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Great Wood 
Great Cutham 
Middlewood and vineyard 
Little Wood and little cutleys 
Little Willpark 
Flockmeadow 
Kitchin park meadow 
Kitchin park orchard 
Homestead South Orchard and Garden 
Upper Orchard 
Pool Park 
Garden Park 
Cross Park 
Little Castland 
Great Castland 
The Moore 
West Green Park 
East Green Park 
Mowpark 
Little Closs 
Great Willpark 
Easter Closs 
The Three acres 
Wester Closs 
Meals Park 
Moor Meadow 
 

∼♦∼ 

Holwell Farm 
 
A recent visit to Somerset Heritage 
Centre, near Taunton, revealed several 
documents relating to Buckland Brewer. 
Unfortunately time was short and the 
documents tended to be long and 
unwieldy, making it difficult to find the 
Buckland references but they did include 
a survey of 1708/9 that detailed the field 
names for Holwell Farm, which was then 
occupied by Mary Rowse, widow. The 
names below have been transcribed with 
their original spelling. It was interesting 
to see that they included a vineyard.  
 
Mary is almost certainly the Mary Davie 
who married Ezekiel Rowe or Rowse in 
Weare Gifford in 1684. Ezekiel died in 
1700. 
 
We do have a digital copy of a beautifully 
drawn map that accompanied the survey 
but permission to reprint did not arrive 
in time for us to include it here. 
 
Total 252 acres, 3 rods, 26 perches 

Membership Renewals 
 

A reminder that subscriptions for 2018 are due in January. We will be sending 
renewal forms out shortly. Alternatively, these can be downloaded from our 
website. 
 
<<https://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com/society-information/>> 
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1918 Centenary Remembrance 

Commemorations 

11 November 2018 
 
A small group have already met to begin to formulate our 
plans for Sunday 11 November 2018 and we will be holding an 
open meeting to exchange ideas further. This will be in January so please do look out 
for details of the date and place.  
 
We shall be working together with other parish agencies to deliver a day of activities 
in order to commemorate the lives of those with Buckland Brewer connections who 
served in World War 1. There are currently 91 service personnel on the list and mini-
biographies of these men (and one woman) will go live on our website at 11am on 11 
November 2018—technology willing. Do take a look at the list on the website 
https://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com/data/buckland-at-war/ and if 
you have any information about these service personnel, we would be very pleased to 
hear from you. 
 
We hope that a poppy to represent each serviceperson will be walked (or driven in 
more far flung cases) from their Buckland home to the Village Green in time for the 

Remembrance service. We want to make this truly a 
parish event, so hope that as many people as possible 
will take part in some way. We need ninety one 
volunteers to represent the service personnel. Some 
volunteers have already come forward to claim a 
particular serviceman. Please spread the word 
amongst your friends and neighbours and make sure 
each man has a representative. You could choose a 
relative, someone who lived in your home or just 
volunteer to adopt one of the men who have not 
already been claimed. There will also be an 
opportunity to commemorate any WW1 servicemen 
from your own family, who lived elsewhere. 
 
The day will incorporate shared food and a ‘review’, 
with songs and poems of world war 1. After dark we 
will be taking part in the national Beacon of Light, 
which involves bell ringing and the lighting of a 
beacon. 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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previously known as Upper Canada. The 
Coles settled in an area known as Long 
Point, which projects into Lake Erie. The 
1901 Canadian census, which gives year of 
emigration, records 1842 against one of 
the Cole children and 1843 against 
another. As they would have been infants 
at the time they moved, they may well 
have been unsure of the exact date, so 
the discrepancy is not surprising. 
 
In the 1851 Canadian census, which was 
actually taken in January 1852 because of 
a delay, the family were at Windham in 
Norfolk County and William was a 

Mary Cole 

Buckland Emigrants 

—The Cole Family 

 
William Cole born was born about 1796 in 
Buckland Brewer, the son of Henry and 
Elizabeth Cole née Fulford. The Cole 
family owned several farms in Buckland 
Brewer and it is likely that William grew 
up at Buckland Mill. It seems that 
William’s parents moved to Little 
Torrington at some point after 1799, when 
his sister Christian was baptised in 
Buckland Brewer. Land tax records suggest 
that Henry Cole was at Park Farm in 1806 
but was no longer in the parish by 1816. 
 
In 1821, William married Rebecca Osborne 
in neighbouring Langtree. They had two 
children baptised in Langtree before 
moving to Cleave in Little Torrington 
about 1824. Here another short lived child 
was born and died before Rebecca herself 
died in 1827. 
 
Within two years, William remarried. His 
new bride was Charity Heale, whose 
brother Philip was already married to 
William’s sister Christian. They had five 
children. The eldest three were baptised in 
Langtree, then the family returned to 
Buckland Brewer. The next child, Mary, 
was baptised in 1837 in the Bible Christian 
Chapel at Thornhillhead and she was 
followed by Ann, born in 1840. 
 
In the 1841 census, the Coles were at 
Tithacott Mill in Buckland Brewer. The 
following year they emigrated to Norfolk 
County in what is now Ontario. Ontario as 
a province did not exist until 1867; it was 
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eldest child residing in the Province of 
Ontario.” These two older children were 
Rebecca and Henry, William senior’s 
children by his first wife, Rebecca. 
 
Mary Cole, who had emigrated from 
Buckland Brewer as a child of five, 
married John Byron Wilson and had 11 
children. She died in Illinois in 1925. 
 
Sources 
Long Point Settlers http://sites.google.
com/site/longpointsettlers/Home  
Norfolk Genealogy http://www.nornet.on.
ca/~jcardiff/   
Wilson Family (contains inaccuracies) 
http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/
users /w/ i / l / John- W-Wilson- Aj ax/
WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0723.html 
Parish registers for Little Torrington 
Parish registers for Buckland Brewer 
Buckland Brewer Land Tax 1816. 
Acknowledgements 
John D Cole 

farmer. The whole family were 
described as Wesleyan Methodists. Two 
more children, Lucy Jane and Thomas 
had arrived by this time and a final 
child, Charles, was born in 1854. 
 
Marriages have been traced for most of 
the children. Several married quite late 
in life; Elizabeth and Thomas were both 
in their forties. 

 
Charity died in 1867 and William in 
1871. They are both buried Salem 
United Cemetery, Atherton. 
William and Charity’s eldest son, 
William, obviously needed to clarify 
his role as his father’s heir. In 
Saurgate court records dated 12 May 
1871, a petition by William Cole 
junior records that William senior 
died 27 April 1871 in the township of 
Windham. Then William junior 
says “the said deceased left 
surviving nine lawful children of 
whom your petitioner is one. That 
the two eldest children have not 
been heard of for a great length of 
time and do not reside in the 
province, and your petitioner is the 

Salem Cemetery 

The Family of John Byron Wilson and 
Mary Wilson née Cole 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
15 November 2017 AGM and A Consultation with Master Christopher C17th century 
barber surgeon – Chris Braund Change of venue this month only—new Village Hall 
17 November 2017 Community Event with the Village Hall Committee Edward Capern 
The Postman Poet – Liz Shakespeare, Nick Wyke and Becki Driscoll – music, readings, 
history, food.  
20 December 2017 Christmas Celebrations 
17 January 2018 Members’ Evening 
21 February 2018 A Bawden Family Story – Paul Scott 
21 March 2018 Ernest Bevin: research in progress – Jim Lowe 

∼♦∼ 

previously been recouperating in 
England following a bout of trench foot 
as a result of the Somme. 
 

75 years ago 

Looking Back 
 
150 years ago 
 
Meat sold at the Christmas Market 
included offerings from Charles 
Withecombe including: a prime heifer, 
fed by Mr Joslin of Pilton,; two prime 
wether sheep, fed by Mr Saunders of 
Galsworthy;  two Exmoor wethers, bred 
and fed by Mrs Smith of Buckland 
Brewer; two pigs, fed by M Matthews and 
a large pig fed by Mr  Beer of Buckland 
Brewer.  
 
Robert Withecombe offered for sale a 
prime heifer, fed by Mr Joslin of Pilton; 
prime wether sheep fed by himself; a 
prime pig weighing 20 score, fed by W 
Tweeth esq. of Littleham and two 
‘splendid porkers’ fed by himself. 
 
100 Years ago 
 
21 year old Corporal James Cock, son of J 
Cock of Gorwood, lost his life in France. 
He had just returned to the front, having 


