
In November we held our 
fourth AGM and were pleased 
to be able to report on another 
successful year for the History 
Group. The minutes can be 
found on our website under 
’Society Information’.  
 
The brief business meeting was 
f o l l o w e d  b y  M a s t e r 
Christopher, in his role as 
seventeenth century barber 
surgeon, ‘curing’  members of 
the audience of various 
ailments. Strangely, most now 
claim to have completely 
recovered, perhaps in order to 
avoid having to undergo 
further treatment. 
 
December saw us take part in 
the parish Christmas Tree 
competition once again. Each 
tree was to represent a carol 
and we chose one by our own 
Postman Poet Edward Capern, 
“O to be in Devon at the merry 
Christmas time”. We decorated 
the tree with Christmas stamps 
and ‘quills’. 
 

 Latest News 
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Our Christmas meeting 
consisted of members sharing 
Christmas memories and 
bringing vintage decorations to 
display. There were refreshments 
to enjoy, mulled wine, mince 
pies and Brenda’s special 
pheasant paté. 
 
In January we had our usual 
Members’ meeting. This was a 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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great success as usual, with several members sharing historical snippets. The evening 
began and ended at Gusland/Goutisland Farm. Liz Shakespeare gave us some hints 
about her next book, by describing her research, which is in its early stages. This 
book will tell the story of two parish apprentices at Goutisland Farm. The evening 
ended with Lyn Layton talking about the work she has been doing to transcribe 
Mercy Pickard’s World war 2 diary of her life at the same farm.  
 
We also heard about the coming of the telephone to Buckland and the life of Admiral 
Stokes. There was some interesting memorabilia on display 
 
We were pleased to have a good turn out for our open meeting that was held to 
further our plans for the ‘Battle’s Over’ 1918 centenary commemorations, to be held 
on 11 November 2018. More details appear on page 11. There is a great deal of 
enthusiasm for this project. Members and non-members are working hard to produce 
an occasion to remember. 
 
Please note that our 2018 programme is now complete. We have confirmed our 
outing to Torrington Museum in August and have persuaded Dave Watson to talk to 
us in June. His topic will be  ‘Buckland on the Eve of war—1939’. Details of the next 
few months can be found on page 12 and  the whole year’s meeting are listed on our 
website under ‘Events’. 
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Corporal James Cock                                                  

1896-1917 
 
On 17 November Heather and I, along 
with a group of other people travelled to 
northern France to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of one of the lesser 
known battles of World War I.  
 
The Battle of Cambrai was where my 
great uncle James Cock was killed along 
with many thousands of other men. The 
following is a brief account of his 
military life and our journey to Cambrai. 
 
James Cock was born in 1896 at Gorwood 
Buckland Brewer. He was the eldest son 
of John and Emily Cock. On 23 
November 1915 he volunteered to join 
the army under the Derby scheme. After 
his training in the Somerset Light 
Infantry at Blandford, he was transferred 
to the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and after a 
further course of training at Litherland 
Camp, Liverpool, he was sent to France 
where he did active service on the 
Somme. In November 1916 he was sent 
home to Devonport hospital suffering 
from trench feet. After some time in the 
hospital he went to convalesce on a farm 
in Cheshire and he also worked with his 
father at Gorwood prior to his leaving for 
France again. 
 
Our party was led by Marc, a military 
historian who specialises in WW1 
battlefield tours. He started by giving us 
the overall plan of the Cambrai 
operations. The objective was to capture 
Cambrai and the railway station which 

was a vital link, bringing in supplies to 
support the German front line. The 
proposed method of assault was new, 
with no preliminary artillery 
bombardment. Instead, over 470 tanks 
would be used to break though the 
German wire, thus allowing the infantry 
to follow under the cover of smoke 
barrages. The attack began in the early 
morning of 20 November 1917 and the 
initial advances were remarkable, in 
some places the Germans were pushed 
back 4 to 5 miles, unheard of by WW1 
standards. Back home it seemed to be a 
victory everyone was looking for and 
the church bells were rung across the 
country. 
 
However, by the 22 November, a halt 
was called for rest and reorganisation, 
allowing the Germans to reinforce. 
From the 23 to 28 November, the 
fighting was concentrated almost 
entirely around Bourlon Wood. This 
was where the Royal Welsh Infantry 
battalion alongside other battalions 
were sent in to capture this strategically 
important location and where James 
Cock was killed on the 23 November. 
 
Field Marshal Haig had ordered the 
Wood to be captured, as it was on the 
only high ground for miles around and 
overlooking the town of Cambrai, but 
by the 28 November with the far end of 
the Wood was still in German hands, 
snow started to fall and exhausted 
troops were ordered to dig in. 
 
On the 30 November the Germans 
launched a massive counter attack and 



 
 
 

 

during the next 5 days, almost all of the 
ground gained during the initial days was 
lost. So by the 7 December, both sides 
were more or less back were they started. 
Like so many WW1 battles it ended in 
stalemate. 
 
During the 2 weeks of fighting, the Allies 
had lost 45,000 men either killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoner. The Germans 
also lost similar numbers. 
 
Our tour, over the next few days, visited 
many of the important sites where the 
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fighting took place and to some of the 
many cemeteries, beautifully kept by 
the War Graves Commission, where 
some of our party had relatives buried. 
 
The first day included a visit to the 
Cambrai Memorial Cemetery. It 
commemorates more than 7,000 
servicemen who died in the Battle of 
Cambrai and whose graves are not 
known. Corporal James Cock’s name is 
listed here. The next day we visited 
Bourlon Wood. Many of our group had 
lost relatives here, including ourselves, 
and we were allowed some time to walk 
amongst the trees in quiet reflection 
and to plant a poppy of remembrance. 
 
Our final day, 20 November, we were 
back again at the Cambrai Memorial 
Cemetery for a service to commemorate 
the 100 year anniversary. On a bitterly 
cold day, between 200 to 300 people 
attended from all over the UK and 
elsewhere. The service was conducted 
in both French and English and wreaths 
were laid by representatives of the 
Allied battalions and French dignitaries. 
The service finished with the Last Post. 
 
We returned to the UK with people we 
didn’t know when we left, but got to 
know through a shared sense of loss of 
distant relatives. 
 
Letters, written by James to his family 
in Buckland have been passed down to 
my mother. In them we get an insight of 
army life whilst he was training in 
B l a n d f o r d  a n d  L i t h e r l a n d . 
Understandably, no mention is made as 

James Cock 



 
 
 

 

to the conditions he faced whilst fighting 
on the frontline. 
 
But for myself the most poignant letters 
were the letters returned by the War 
Office unopened. 
 
They were written after his death (23 
November) by father John Cock and sister 
Emma. They reveal the anxiety and 
anguish felt not just by the family but 
also the wider community. His father’s 
letter also tells us of life back home at 
Gorwood. On 30 November, he wrote, 
 
Dear Jim. Postman just arrived but 
nothing from France. We hope no news is 
good news. We know you will write 
whenever you have the chance. Suppose 
we must not expect regular 
correspondence all the time. Of course 
we are more anxious to hear when we 
think you are ‘up the line’. 
 
Got in all the mangels, but not quite 
enough for the winter. Have started 
bringing in some swedes, which are a 
very good lot. 
 
Prices are still soaring in the markets, 
especially cows and calves. Tom Marshall 
sold one at Bideford for £50. I bought a 
heifer and calf (rather rough) for £31. 
There seems to be a great shortage of 
butter and many have to go without.
Mont has ploughed most of Pool Park, 
Jack has been to the blacksmiths with 
Charlie and I have been to Thorns Cross 
and back on Tommy. 
 
Well dear boy we get all kind of thoughts 
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as to your welfare and hope for good 
news soon. May God give you his peace 
whatever may be your experience. 
 
Very best love. Praying for your safety. 
JC. 
 
My Grandmother’s last letter written two 
weeks after his death and dated 7th 
December is of a similar nature  
 
My dearest Jim. We are asking ourselves 
every day what has happened. It is a 
fortnight ago we heard from you. I know 
you would write if you could, perhaps we 
shall hear tomorrow. If only we could 
hear you are still well, or even that you 
are in hospital, how thankful we should 
be. 
 
Last night Mr Tyneman was preaching at 
our chapel. Nearly everybody (I’m not 
exaggerating) asked whether we had 
heard from you yet.  Mr Tyneman was in 
the pulpit when we got there but came 
down and asked Dad about you before 
starting. 
 
We can’t help feeling terribly anxious but 
we try not worry to much. As you know 
we pray for our soldier boy every day and 
we are certain nothing can happen that 
God doesn’t see fit to allow. He has 
helped us and you in the past and he will 
not fail us now.  
 
I do hope we shall hear from before its 
time to send another letter. 
 
Goodbye dear Jim and God be with you 
till we meet again. 
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With love and kisses from all your dear 
ones at home. 
From your ever loving sister 
 
Emma xxxx 
 

According to Ida Cock, (the youngest 
sister), when the telegram informing 
the family of his death arrived from 
the War Office, my Great Grandfather 
gathered all the family, including 
farm staff into the kitchen at 
Gorwood where it was to be read out. 
Clearly, very upset he was unable to 
read it, so he passed it to my 
Grandmother saying, you read it 
Emma. Understandably, she was just 
as upset and emotional as her father, 
looking at it the only words she could 
say were, ‘Jim’s Dead’. 
 
In an earlier letter, Emma asks her 
brother if he had heard from Frank 
Bealey (East Hele) who was in 
hospital at Roehampton recovering 
from losing his leg in France. Frank’s 
brother Harry married Emma Cock in 
1923. They lived and farmed at East 
Hele until they retired in 1947. They 
had two children, Arthur Bealey and 
my mother Emily Heal. 
 

Stuart Heal 

 
Anyone for Tennis? 

 
In a follow up to last quarter’s 
mention of a Buckland Brewer Tennis 
Club, Iris Chappell wrote to say that 
her father played tennis at this time 
and she believes that they used courts 
in the grounds of the Vicarage and 
also possibly Orleigh Court. 

∼♦∼ 

Gravestone in Buckland Brewer 
commemorating James Cock 
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Buckland Deed 

 
Membrane 10 & 10d 1094 9 July, 20 Eliz. 
1578 
 
BUCKLAND BREWER ....... Bargain and 
sale made by William Stonnyng of 
Honychurch, gentleman and Philip 
Stonnying, his brother, to Balterer 
Butler and William Rysedon of 
Parkham, gentlemen, of the third part 
of the messuages or tenements, and two 
farlings of land in East Eckworthe in the 
tenure of John Lytteliohn, and the 
tenement and half farling of land in 
Thornwiger containing 12 A in the 
tenures of William James and Richard 
Prouse; and the parcel of land called 
Goteclapper containing 4 A in the 
tenure of John Hayman sen. And a 
tenement in Esteckworth and a 
messuage or tenement and ten little 
closes of land, pasture and meadow 
containing 20 A in the tenure of 
John Downyng; And a tenement 
in Thornewiger and eight similar 
closes containing 13 A and 
common of pasture for 30 sheep 
on the common called 
Thornmore in the tenure of 
William Threwe; All which are in 
Vielston or elsewhere in Devon 
and parcel of the possessions of 
Edward, late Earl of Devon; And 
all  messuages, houses, 
dovehouses, gardens, lands, 
pastures belonging to the 
premises and all woods and trees 
and the soil of the woods etc. 
Reversions and rents in as ample 
a manner as William and Philip 

purchased them of Ambrose Smyth, 
citizen and mercer of London, and of 
Henry his son, by indenture dated 31 
October in the 19th year and enrolled in 
the Court of Chancery, and as the Lady 
Queen by her letters patents dated 19 
October last granted them, among other 
things to Ambrose. To hold as to the 
manor of Eastgrenewch by fealty and in 
free soccage by rendering to the Lady 
Queen for the premises in Vielston 22s 
8d yearly viz for Lyttleiohn’s holding 6s, 
for James` and Prouse’s 4s, for Hayman’s 
20d, for Downyng’s 6s, and for Threwe’s 
5s at the Exchequer or to the General 
Receiver. Philip Butler, gentleman, and 
William Salysbury appointed attorneys. 
     

Enrolment 10 July 
 

Thanks to Wendy Underwood for 
providing us with a copy of this 
transcript. 

North Devon Gazette 26 April 1892 
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Tuckingmill and Redruth. The first two 
had a peal of six bells and the other 
three, eight. They stopped for dinner at  
Camborne from 1.15-2.30pm and a take-
away in Launceston at 8.30pm. They 
aimed to return to Buckland by 
10.00pm. The outing on 31 July 1982 was 
less ambitious, with a leisurely 10.00am 
start. They rang at Whitchurch, 
Tamerton Foliot, Egg Buckland and two 

Saltash towers. Lunch was in 
Plymouth and tea in Saltash. We 
have the christian names of those 
who made up the seven teams of 
ringers. Some people rang in more 
than one team. Ringers included: 
Roy, Len (Blight), Caroline, Jen 
(Mills), Gus (Blight), Alan (Wright), 
Deb, Barb (Blight), Mike. Albert 
(Manning), Alan (Wright), David, 
Carol, Ce, Cassie, Sandra, Chas and 
‘Me’. Can anyone confirm the other 
surnames? 
 
We also have an undated newspaper 
cutting, almost certainly from a 
similar era, describing a ringing 
festival that was held at Buckland 
Brewer. Twenty teams competed in 
the Torridge six bell competition. 
The Open Cup was won by Down St 
Mary and the Torridge Valley Shield 
by Yarnscombe, with 49 1/3 faults. 
Buckland Brewer fielded an A and B 
team. The A team came 7th with 104 

faults and the B team 10th with 120 
faults. Buckland also came fourth in the 
novice competition, with 193 faults. 
 

Thanks to Jen Mills for these items. 

Buckland Bellringers 
 
In 1977, Buckland Bellringers rang to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
the death of John Taylor, bellfounder of 
Buckland Brewer, who recast the bells in 
the church tower. The company relocated 
to Loughborough in 1839 but a 
representative of Taylor’s was present at 
the commemoration. 

We also received information about the 
Ringers’ Annual outings in 1981 and 1982. 
On 18 July 1981 they left from the Village 
Green at 8.00am to ring at five Cornish 
towers: St. Agnes, Illogan, Camborne, 

From the left: Alan Wright, Leonard 
Blight, Barbara Blight, Roy ‘Sammy’ 
Davis, Albert Manning, Rev. Lucas, 

Jen Mills, Dave Snowdon, Paul Taylor 
(from Taylor’s foundry) 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 

Speke Family 
 
Little probably did Mr Speke, when he 
came to reside at Orleigh, imagine he was 
coming to reside in a parish where lands 
once the property of his ancestors and yet 
such was the case, as we gather from Sir 
Wm. Pole p. 575. 
“B.B. some tyme the Lord Briwers, Wm. 
Bickleigh held 16 part of a knight’s fee 
theire, anno 27 Hen III, 1243. Wm. 
Dawney and Wm. Speke held the same 24 
Ed. I, 1296; Sir Nic. Dawney and Sir Wm. 
Speke 8 Ed. II, 1315; anno 19 Ed. III, 1345 
Wm. Speke and Sir john Dawney. The 
part of Dawney went unto the Earl of 
Devonshire and Speke’s part descended by 
Fissacre and Ufflet unto Walrond.” The 
following pedigrees and stray memoranda 
will elucidate the descent of lands. 
 

Dawney and Speke 
 

Pole, speaking of Wembworthy p. 424, 
gives us a clue to these two names being 
joint owners of land in Buckland Brewer. 
“Wembworthy, the ancient dwelling of 
Speke, who hve had it from near the time 
of the Conquest, 1086, and had their 

dwelling house at Heywood in the 
same, which Sir Geo. Speke that now 
(1685) is lately granted by lease unto Sir 
John Dodderidge, one of the Justices of 
the King’s Bench.” Hen II (1154-89) Ric. 
De Espck held three knight’s fees of the 
honour of Oakhampton. 

 
Wm. = ….. 

I 
Ric. = … 

I 
Sir W. = Agnes, dau. and h. of Walter, 

son of Nic. Gervays of Exon. 
I 

Wm. = Julian or Gillian, dau. of  Sir John 
Valletort and Amy de Clifford his wife 

of Clist St. Lawrence 
I 

Wm. s. and h. = Alice or Agnes, dau. of 
Thomas Orchard of Orchard 

(Wyndham co. Somerset) 
I 

Agnes = Martin Fissacre 
Julian = Wm. or John Dawney 

John 2nd son {of Wm. & Julian ed.} who 
had these lands = Constance 

I 
John ob.s.p. {died without issue} 

Rob, ob.s.p. 
Wm. = Constance, dau. of John de Esse 

I 
Wm. = …. (Sir Wm. Pole omits this link) 

I 
John = Jone, dau. and h. of John Keynes 
of Winkleigh and … Wampford his wife 
I John = Alice, dau. Of John and niece 

ad heir of  Sir Thos. Beauchamp of 
White Lackington, co. Somerset 

I 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Wartime Wedding 

 
In our last issue, the Looking Back 75 
years ago feature included an account of 
the wedding of Thomas Hugh Brown 
and Margaret Olive Jennings. Thanks to 
member Brenda Mills, the couple’s 
daughter, we are now able to include a 
picture of the occasion. 

Thomas Hugh Brown and 
Margaret Olive Jennings 1942 

Wm. 
Sir John s. & h. = dau. of Wm. Somerster 

I 
Sir John = Joan, dau. and h. of John Wynard 

I 
Sir Geo. of Dowlish, co. Som. 

John ob.s.p. = Alice dau. of Sir Thos. 
Arundell 

I 
Sir. Thos. = Eliz., dau. of Sir Ric. Berkeley 

I 
Sir Geo. = 2nd dau. of Ed. Gilbert, a 

goldsmith in London. Issue Hugh = 1st 
Eliz., dau. Of Sir Andrew Luttrel, widow of 

Ric. Mallet of Ensmore 
Sir Geo. Speke, Knight of the Bath, now 
(1638) Lord of Wembworthy = Philippa, 

dau. Of William Rousewell, solicitor unto 
Queen Eliz. 

Geo. Speke = Joane, eldest dau. of Sir John 
Portman, Bart., of Orchard (Wyndham). 

 
Bicklegh Stray Mems. 

 
Rob. Bicklegh held 9 knight’s fees in 
Totenays in King Hen. 2 1154-1189. The 
name failed in King —– time, and no 
gentleman of that name is now known in 
Devonshire—Pole 1635. 
 
Bicklegh in King Hen. II, belonged unto Sir 
Rob. Bicklegh, after him Hereward de 
Bicklegh, and the last of that name there 
was Sir Wm. de Bicklegh (? C. 1243). 
 
Unto whom succeeded Wm. son of  Nic. de 
Belfago. After this it was some descents in 
the name of Puntington and then unto 
Courtenay, of Powderham and was usually 
a portion for the younger sons of that 
house. Pole 192. 

…… to be continued 
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The Battle’s Over 

1918 Centenary Remembrance 

Commemorations 

11 November 2018 
 
Thank you to all those members who supported our public meeting last month, 
when we discussed plans for this event. We were also pleased to see several non-
members present.  
 
The broad outline for the day will be as follows:- 
Ninety one volunteers are being recruited to represent those with Buckland 
connections who served in World War 1. The full list is on our website at https://
bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com/data/buckland-at-war/. These men 
are being claimed fast, so, if you wish to represent one of them, please get in touch 
straight away. If you would be like to be part of the event but do not mind who you 
represent, please let us know and we will allocate you an ‘unadopted’ serviceman.  
 
Poppies are being crocheted/knitted to represent each serviceman and these will be 
paraded from the home of the serviceman (or, in the case of the more far flung, 
from the direction of their home) to arrive on the Village Green by 10.45 am. The 
traditional Remembrance Service will incorporate each name being called and the 
poppy being laid/displayed in the church by the poppy bearer. In addition, anyone 
wishing to lay/display a poppy on behalf of a family member elsewhere, will be 
most welcome to do so at the end of the service. If you wish to do this and would 
like us to supply the knitted/crocheted poppy, please let us know so we can make 
sure that our crafters produce enough. Anyone who can help producing poppies or 
items suitable for ‘yarn bombing’ the Village Green, or decorating the Village Hall 
should get in touch. 
 
After the service there will be a soup lunch on the Village Hall. There will be no 
charge for this but pre-booking will be essential. Donations will be collected and 
profits donated to the British Legion. Straight after the lunch will be a ‘Revue’, 
including performances of songs and poems of the First World War. When this is 
over, our beacon will be lit. The Bellringers will join in the national ring for peace at 
7.05pm. Period costume is optional throughout the day. 
 
We are continuing to collate biographical information about the men. If you have 
anything that you can share, we would be very interested to hear about it. This 
information is programmed to go live on our website at 11am on 11 November 2018. 
 



 

 
 
 

 

12 

Forthcoming Events 
 
21 February 2018 A Bawden Family Story – Paul Scott 
21 March 2018 Farm Boy to Foreign Secretary: researching Ernest Bevin – Jim Lowe 
18 April 2018 The Railway that never was – Mike Smith 
16 May 2018 Breaking the Mould: the North Devon Suffragettes - Pam Vass 
20 June 2018 Buckland on the eve of war 1939—Dave Watson 
18 July 2018 Way of the Wharves - a tour of East the Water, Bideford 
15 August 2018 A visit to Torrington Museum 
19 September 2018 A visit to Tythecott 
17 October 2018 Murder, Madness and Misfortune - Stuart Windsor  

∼♦∼ 

marriage, came to his home and offered 
to clear the place up for him. He gave 
her a dress and a skirt and allowed her 
to do so ad went into the garden to get 
on with his work. After she left he went 
in to the house and immediately missed 
a brooch and milk jug. Fined £2 or in 
default 14 days hard labour. 
 
75 years ago 
 

Looking Back 
 
150 years ago 
 
John Judd, an old man about 70 years of 
age was charged with trespassing on land 
at Buckland Brewer in the shooting 
occupation of Capt. Archdale and setting 
wires to catch game. The charge was 
proved by George Hill, gamekeeper to the 
Captain, who saw the defendant take up 
two wires, which he had previously set 
and the old man, who pleaded guilty, said 
it was his first offence and promised not 
to repeat it, was fined 7s, including costs. 
 
125 years ago 
 
Sarah Ann Bate married woman of 
Buckland Brewer, was charged with 
having stolen two brooches, three 
candles, table cloth, pillow case and a 
piece of trimming , total value 5s. John 
Mitchell of Buckland Brewer identified 
the property as his and said he had quite 
recently become a widower. On Monday 
6th the defendant, who was a relation by 


