
Our February meeting saw 
Paul Scott entertain us with his 
story of the Bawden family. 
Several generations of Bawden 
women had children outside 
marriage. It was a very 
interesting account of how a 
piece of research comes 
together and I think we all 
agreed that you couldn’t make 
it up! 
 
In March, Jim Lowe shared his 
research into the early life of 
Ernest Bevin, who came from a 
farming family and later 
became the foreign secretary.  
 
Our April meeting saw Mike 
Smith explain how Buckland 
Brewer almost had a railway. 
We had a bumper turn out for 
this meeting with a number of 
visitors, which is always very 
welcome. Many were surprised 
to learn that the proposed 
railway line crossed their land 
and I think many of us wish we 
could jump on a train from 
Rhudda Bridge and travel to 
Bideford, Clovelly or Hartland. 

 Latest News 
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Newsletter No. 20 

May 2018 

ISSN 2053-9592 We would be very grateful for 
items for our newsletter. These 
can be short pieces of 
information, memories or 
anecdotes, although of course, 
longer articles are very welcome 
as well. 
 
Members’ Interests 

 
Our website includes a page, 
which lists families, properties 
and topics of interest that are 
being researched by our 
members. If a visitor to the site 
sees a common interest then 
they contact us. We then, with 
their permission, pass on their 
contact details to the member 
concerned, who can decide to 
make contact or not, as they 
wish. You may have been asked 
if their were any particular  
Buckland surnames or properties 
that interested you when you 
first joined. If you would like to 
reaffirm or add to your interests 
do get in touch and we will list 
them on the website. Your own 
name and contact details will 
not be listed. 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 
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would be very pleased to hear. Next, let 
us think about the significance of the 
word ‘Inn’. We already had an 
established coaching inn in the shape of 
the Coach and Horses, as well as other 
establishments selling alcohol in the 
village. It is likely that the Bell Inn was 
an ale house, rather than a tavern, 
perhaps specialising in off sales, as well 
as, clearly, providing a space for 
meetings. This might seem an unusual 
location for a religious service, 
particularly given the Methodist links to 
the Temperance Movement. The Club 
Room would have been reserved for 
meetings of local friendly societies who 
supported members in time of need.  
 
The landlord in 1808 was a Mr Daniels. 
He may have been attracted to the 
Methodist cause, or perhaps he just had 
an eye for business but not everyone 
would have been prepared to host a 
Methodist meeting at this time. 
 
Whoever Mr Daniels was, he kept a low 
profile as far as Buckland Brewer was 
concerned. In 1814, a John Daniels of 
Bulkworthy married Rebecca Blight 
here in Buckland. It is likely that he 
came from Shebbear but he would only 
have been in his twenties in 1808, so we 
cannot be certain that this is the same 
man. 
 
Reverend William Sleep has been easier 
to identify. He was born in Linkinhorne, 
Cornwall in 1780, the son of William 
and Elizabeth Sleep and was appointed 
to the Bideford section of the North 
Devon circuit in 1808. He then took it 

Buckland Brewer 

a Community of Dissent 
 

As part of a project run by the Family 
and Community Historical Research 
Society, I have been investigating 
nineteenth century non-conformity in 
Buckland Brewer. A number of local 
landowners in neighbouring villages 
were less than welcoming to the non-
conformists in their midst so I am 
interested in the individuals who 
supported the five congregations, for 
example by providing land for the 
chapels to be built. 
 
In this issue I have chosen to consider 
some of those who were involved in the 
early days of Wesleyan Methodism in the 
parish. 
 
The first record of a Wesleyan Methodist 
service in the Parish is in 1808, when a 
Reverend Sleep preached in the Club 
Room of the Bell Inn. Let us first 
consider the Bell Inn. The cottages now 
known as Bell Cottages were once The 
Bell Inn but this may not have been the 
location in 1808. In a frustrating attempt 
to sort out the history of the centre of 
the village, in the vicinity of the current 
Methodist Church, it appears that there 
was previously a row of cottages in this 
area. They are variously known as 
‘Dennises’, ‘Chapel Square’ and ‘The Old 
Bell’. It seems likely that the Bell Inn was 
once on this spot, before being relocated 
further up Tower Hill. Where the Inn 
was in 1808 is a matter for debate. If 
anyone has any definitive information I 
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upon himself to take Methodism to the 
rural hinterland of Bideford. William 
married Catherine Williams in 1816 in 
Madron, Corwall, so may not have spent 
long in North Devon. It is possible that 
she was his second wife. They were living 
in Fore Street, Saltash in 1841 and Cross 
Street, Helston ten years later. William 
died on 30 March 1852 and was buried in 
Heamoor Wesleyan Cemetery. 

 
On the day of Reverend Sleep’s first 
service, a number of local residents had 
abandoned a planned party in the home 
of Mr and Mrs Curtis, in order to attend.  
Following this introduction to 
Methodism, Marjorie Snetzler’s excellent 
history of Buckland Brewer Methodist 
Chapel (which is still available for 
purchase) records that Mrs Curtis 
exclaimed, “Oh, where have I spent my 
seventy years that I have not thought of 
these things sooner? Oh, the hardness of 
my heart! The sinfulness of my life! What 
shall I do to be saved?” 
 
What she did was to hold services in her 
own home. Alice Verney, who married 
Robert Curtis or Courtice in Buckland 
Brewer in 1770, had been born in West 
Buckland. Although she spoke of “seventy 
years”, Alice would have been in her mid-
sixties at the time of Reverend’s Sleep’s 
sermon. Robert’s family were local and he 
had been baptised in Buckland Brewer in 

1742. It is recorded that Robert and Alice 
provided a cottage on their land for the 
first Wesleyan chapel to be built in 1827 
but Robert died in 1818. We know he left a 
will, which no longer survives, so perhaps 
provision was made in this will but the 
transaction did not take place until 1827. 
This building was almost certainly very 
close to the later chapel, which  
subsequently became the shop and Wesley 

Cottage. In the 1818 Land Tax Returns, the 
Courtices were listed at Bengys, which is in 
the same area. They also owned Castle and 
North Galsworthy, so were  clearly of some 
status. When Alice died, in 1837, her 
address was given as ‘Buckland Brewer 
Village’. 
 
Robert and Alice’s daughter, Elizabeth 
Courtice, married local farmer 
Bartholomew Fulford in 1815 and their 
family were strong supporters of 
Methodism. Bartholomew’s cousin 
William ‘Billy’ Fulford took the Methodist 
cause to Canada, along with his brother, 
another Bartholomew. Billy’s diary 
survives in the Athenaeum, as he 
instructed that it was to be sent to Devon 
and circulated round several Methodist 
congregations. Bartholomew farmed at 
Spurs but the extended family also worked 
Southwood and Town Tenement Farm. 
 

Janet Few 

From the Royal Cornwall Gazette 2 April 1852 

 



 
 
 

 

Frank Bealey 

 
As part of our research 
into those from 
Buckland Brewer who 

served in the First World War, we have 
been privileged to have access to some 
fascinating memorabilia relating to 
Frank Bealey. Unlike some of his 
comrades, Frank was fortunate to 
survive the war. We would like to thank 
Frank’s son, John, for sharing his father’s 
story. 
 
Frank Bealey was born on 30th August 
1887. He was the son of George and 
Betsy Ann Bealey née Heal of East Hele 
Farm, Buckland Brewer. He attended 
the village school and after leaving 
school he worked on the farm. 

4 

He served during World War 1 as a 
Private in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry from 1st October 1914, attaining 
the rank of Lance Corporal. He was 
described as being 5 foot 4 inches tall 
with a dark complexion, dark brown 
hair and hazel eyes. By September 1916 
he was attached to the North Devon 
Hussars before being discharged due to 
his injuries on 1st January 1918.  

Amongst photographs and paperwork 
that have been treasured by the family 
is a card showing that Frank was sent 
Christmas greetings from the village in 
1916. It seems likely that all those at the 
front received similar messages, 
accompanied by cake. Frank’s cake had 
been made by Miss E Cole. 
 
He was seriously injured at Fregicourt 
on 6 January 1917. His leg was 
amputated as a result. On the same day 
that Frank was injured, three other men 
from his unit were wounded and two 
were killed, during the shelling of the 
trenches.  



 
 
 

 

 
Frank spent time convalescing at Queen 
Mary’s Hospital in Roehampton. Despite 
his disability, he continued to work on 
Devon farms. He married Eva Kathleen 
Hookway in 1929 and they had two sons. 
They made their home at Burwood Farm. 
Torrington, which had been farmed by 
Eva’s parents, Thomas Vodden Hookway 
and his wife Kathleen. 

5 

Frank died on 11th October 1939 and he 
was buried in Buckland Brewer. 

Frank third from right 

Frank sat on the right at Westwick 
Camp, North Walsham 
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Ann Marsh—Buckland’s 

Convict? 

 
The question mark in the title is 
significant. On the ‘People’ page of our 
website we have information about Ann 
Marsh who was one of the convicts on the 
Lady Juliana, which formed part of the 
second fleet taking transportees to 
Australia. There were an unusually large 
number of women on this vessel and it was 
nicknamed ‘the floating brothel’. 
Numerous websites and descendants of 
Ann’s Australian children, believe that she 
is the Ann Marsh who was baptised in 
Buckland Brewer in 1767, the daughter of 
John and Mary Marsh née Andrew. Her 
age at death in Australia suggests a date of 
birth of 1768-9 and she was tried in Exeter, 
giving a Devon connection. None of the 
information suggests a source for her 
being specifically from Buckland Brewer.  
 
Apart from the Buckland baptism, the 
near complete indexes of Devon 
baptisms show no other Ann Marsh or 
Mash (the name she used in Australia)  
being baptised between 1762 and 1772, 
which suggests that she was indeed 
‘our’ convict. There is no alternative 
future for the Buckland Ann in North 
Devon. Having said that, John and 
Mary had seven other children, as well 
as Ann and apart from two who died 
as babies, none remain in Buckland. 
There is a marriage for her sister 
Grace in Northam, so they may not 
have gone far. 
 

Recently, a message via our website 
suggested that Ann may not have 

originated in Buckland after all. The 
message reads:- 
 
Firstly, I am not related to Ann Marsh in 
any way but my 5x great grandmother 
was a companion of Ann's as a fellow 
prisoner at Exeter Castle. 
 
To start from the beginning, about thirty 
years ago I was at the Public Record 
Office in Chancery Lane, London, 
researching my convict ancestor, 
Susanna Mortimore, who was 
transported with the Second Fleet. The 
last folio I examined that day contained a 
document listing a number of prisoners 
held at Devon county goal between 12 
August 1787 and 16 March 1789. My 
forebear is number 42 on the list. The 
entry for her is quite detailed and 
includes her height, complexion and 
birthplace. The last detail is Remarks - 
and it states - put on board the Lady 
Juliana at Gallions below Woolwich. 

The Lady Juliana 

By Robert Dodd (1748–1815) ([1]) [Public domain],  
via Wikimedia Commons 
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Other researchers have mentioned 
that Susanna Mortimore was sent 
to London with a small group of 
prisoners from Exeter prison but no 
one knows their names. So recently 
I contacted a researcher in London 
to go back and check the 
document - now at The National 
Archives - for any other prisoners 
with the same Remark - put on 
board the Lady Juliana etc.. The 
researcher contacted me last 
Friday with two other names. One 
of the names is Ann Marsh. The 
details relating to Ann Marsh agree 
with your research regarding her 
crime - stealing a bushel of wheat - 
but not with her birthplace. 
 
What leads you to believe Ann 
Marsh was born in Buckland 
Brewer? Is it just a calculated guess 
from the Latter Day Saints 
records? Many people make this 
mistake and it is the same with my 
forebear. Her birthplace in the 
document is also different from 
what many of her descendants 
believe. Unfortunately these little 
mistakes spread like wild-fire on 
the internet with people copying 
from one another. In any case, I 
would be interested to know how 
your research connects the Ann 
Marsh from Buckland Brewer with 
the Ann Marsh placed on board the 
Lady Juliana. 
 

Kind regards 
Paul Jose 

 

Ann Marsh Sampler Hyde Park 
Barracks Collection, Historic Houses 

Trust of NSW 
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Janet Few 

The Story of Henry Frain 

 
We recently had an enquiry from 
someone who was researching the 
Frain family. They were interested in 
Henry Frain the innkeeper, who was 
living at Chapel Cottages in 
Thornhillhead in the 1841 census.  We 
do not know where the inn was that 
Henry kept, or if he used his own home 
as a beer house. Henry gave his age as 
forty four. This is particularly useful as 
ages in this census are normally 
rounded down to the nearest five years 
but in this case, the enumerator has 
been more precise. Relationships are 
not listed but forty one year old Jane, 
who is with Henry, is likely to be his 
wife and there were five children: 
Thomas aged ten, Jane aged nine, Ann 

∼♦∼ 

As I had not done very much 
research myself, I had to tell Mr 
Jose that I did not know the 
original source that linked Ann 
the convict with the Ann baptised 
in Buckland. He says the stated 
birthplace is fifty miles away but 
did not say where this was. I did 
wonder if it might be a place name 
that is also a farm name locally. As 
he says, one person could have 
jumped to the conclusion that 
they had found the correct Ann 
and others could have blindly 
copied the information. 
 
To add to the confusion, there is a 
sampler in a Sydney Museum which is 
believed to have been worked by Ann 
before she left and was later taken fro 
England to Sydney. The date on the 
sampler is 1788, rather late for someone 
born in 1767 to be working a sampler, as 
these were commonly done by girls or 
young teenagers. Her name is clearly 
rendered Marsh on the sampler. When 
Ann the convict signed documents in 
Australia she spelt her name Mash. 
Spelling was arbitrary at the time so this 
does not mean that it was not Ann’s 
sampler but I have not seen any definitive 
provenance that confirms that it was 
worked by the same Ann Marsh. 
 
In the absence of any more definite 
information, it remains uncertain whether 
or not Ann was truly ‘our’ convict. If 
anyone can shed any further light on this I 
would be very grateful. Our webpage has 
been amended to indicate that there is 
some doubt. 

Promissory Note Signed in Australia 
 

https://coinworks.com.au/Ann-Mash-Convict-Merchant-
Ferry-Owner-Publican-Entrepreneur-Wife-Mother-The-
Mash-Promissory-Notes-provide-a-window-into-a-life-

full-of-achievements-~11273 
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aged seven, Lewis 
aged four and Mary 
aged five months. 
 
Detailed places of 
birth are not 
recorded, so all we 
know is that all the 
family were born in 
Devon. Henry was 
not listed in the 1851 
census so had 
presumably died or 
emigrated. There are no Henry Frains 
baptised in Buckland Brewer and it 
turns out that there were two local 
Henry Frains born about the same time.  
At first glance it seemed likely that 
Henry the Buckland innkeeper was 
baptised in Frithelstock in 1795, the son 
of Henry and Grace, married to Mary 
Collacott in 1829 in Shebbear and was 
buried in 1849, also in Shebbear. 
However, further research showed that 
this Henry was happily living in 
Shebbear in 1841. A warning not to jump 
to conclusions too hastily. 
 
What could be discovered about Henry 
the I=innkeeper? It was when we looked 
for the births and baptisms of the five 
children that we realised that this was 
not at all straightforward. Five month 
old Mary’s birth registration showed 
that her mother’s maiden name was 
Newcombe, as did Lewis’. 
 
Nothing could be found for the eldest 
two children. But there were two 
possible baptisms for Ann, one in 1833, 
daughter of Thomas and Jane and one in 

the Shebbear Bible Christian Chapel in 
1834, daughter of Henry and Jane. 
 
Henry Frain married Jane Frain widow in 
Stoke Damerel in 1834. Jane had 
previously been married to Thomas Frain 
of Black Torrington, who, at present, 
can’t be connected to her second 
husband Henry. It is possible that they 
were brothers as no baptism cam be 
found for either Thomas or Henry, 
Thomas died in 1833.  
 
It does seem as if the two baptisms of 
Anns are actually the same child. 
Perhaps she was re–baptised into the 
Bible Christian Church after her mother’s 
second marriage and was recorded with 
her step-father’s name. Henry’s 
occupation as an innkeeper does not sit 
well with his adherence to the Bible 
Christian Church who advocated 
temperance. 
 
This still does not solve the mystery of 
where Henry the Buckland innkeeper 
came from or went to after 1841. If 
anyone has any information we would be 
pleased to hear. 

 



Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon Journal. 
He began to write about Buckland Brewer 
in the issue of 5 September 1878. In doing 
so, he quotes at length from many earlier 
works. 

 
Bicklegh Stray Mems. Continued 

 
Under Lympstone, Pole mentions the wife 
of Rob. De Bikalegh. “King Hen. (1100-1135) 
gave this manor unto Wm., his steward 
‘dispensator regis’, which I take tobe Wm. 
Hastings. He had issue Ric., which Ric. Had 
issue Wm,. who by Mabilia, dau. of Wm. 
Carbonnel, of Woodbury had issue Muriel, 
wife of Rob. of Bicklegh. This Muriel in her 
widowhood, gave this land unto Rob. de 
Albemarle, her brother by the mother’s 
side, who died without issue and this 
manor came unto Reginald, brother of Rob. 
de A.” Pole 157. 
 
Arms of Bicklegh of Bicklege—Arms chev. 
eng. gu. Bet 3 crows sa. 
 
Some information about the Dawney family 
of East Allington and the Walronds of Broad 

Clyst has not been transcribed 
 

Manor of Buckland Brewer 
 

In 1544 George Rolle of Stevenstone, had 
jointly with Nicholas Adams, a grant of the 
manor of Buckland Brewer, part of the 
possessions of the dissolved Abbey of 
Dunkeswell. Adams subsequently released 

to Rolle all his interest under this grant. 
 
Sir John Rolle, in 1675, had a grant of two 
fairs yearly in Buckland Brewer. 
 
I think I have hardly given sufficient 
prominence in my picture of the past 
and gone of this parish to the man who 
gave his name to it, viz. Lord William 
Brewer. I will therefore let old Prince, in 
his quaint language, give us his history, 
culled from Dugdale, Fuller, Baker, 
Speed etc., abbreviating where I can 
without interfering with his story, p.120. 
 
“Brewer Lord William was born in this 
county, mostly likely at Tor Brewer, since 
styled from his daughter’s husband Tor 
Mohun {now Torquay}. Fuller I find gives 
us a sorry account of the birth and 
origins of this gentleman, whom, for the 
honour of that ancient family and from 
which several of our nobility derive 
themselves, I shall endeavour to 
vindicate as far as I can from the 
groundless aspersion, ‘that his mother, 
unable (to make the most charitable 
construction) to maintain, cast him in 
bruers {briars}, whence he was so named, 
or in a bed of brakes, on old English 
word in the New Forest and that Henry 
the 2ndm riding that way to rouse a stag, 
found this child, caused him to be well 
brought up, till he became a man.’ 
 
To omit the ancient mode of writing the 
name, which was Brigwere, Sir Wm. 
Dugdale tells us vol. 1, p. 900. That this 
Lord Briwere was the son of Henry 
Briwere, a gentleman of large possessions 
in this county (and Somerset) in the time 
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and Ely in the government of the realm, 
and soon after, when Richard was on his 
journey, he procured him a special 
charter, dated at Chinon June 24 the 
same year, for the manor of Sumborne, 
in the county of Southampton, and to 
have a market once every week there in 
a place called the Strait, with a early rent 
of 40s, payable out of the Forest of Bere. 
 
Futhermore, 3 Ric. I, 1191, the King being 
then in the holy Land, and doubting that 
the Bishop of Ely, one of these 
commissioners, might not discharge the 
trusts reposed in him according to 
expectation, this Lord Wm. became one 
of the three unto whom the King gave 
the whole government. 
 
After this, when that brave but 
unfortunate Prince, Richard I, in the 5th 
year of his reign, 1194, was brought 
prisoner to Worms in Germany, being 
unkindly intercepted by the Emperor as 
he passed through his country 
homeward from the Holy Land, this 
Lord Briwer came thither unto him and 
was one of the principal persons in the 
treaty held there with the Emperor for 
the liberty of the King. From thence was 
the same trust sent, with some other 
persons of note and quality to make a 
league with the King of France. 
 
Upon the King’s and his own safe return 
unto England he went to York to 
compose a difference depending there 
between the Archbishop and the Canons 
of that Church, which he also happily 
ended.” 

…… to be continued 
 

of Hen. II and Wm. II, which was long 
before Hen. II’s time., in which he was 
said to have been picked up; and the 
same authentic writer says further that 
to this Wm. and his heirs King Hen.  II 
confirmed all his lands, in as ample a 
manner as his father held them in the 
time of the two first mentioned kings, 
where it is plain, beyond denial, he was 
no foundling as some would make him. 
 
Having thus adjusted this matter let us 
gone in in the history of this illustrious 
person. The first account we have of him 
is the purchase that he maid of Hesham, 
a small hamlet in St. Mary Church, from 
Hawise  de  Hesham, Raphe her 
husband, Roger her son and heir, and 
Anger his brotehr, in the open court of 
Devon, 26 Hen. II., 1180, by whom he 
was constituted all the remainder of that 
king’s reign. Camden tells us he was 
Baron of Odecombe, in the county of 
Somerset. 
 
To this Lord Wm. and his heirs Hen. II 
confirmed all the lands whereof he was 
then possessed to hold as freely as he 
did in the time of Henry I, as also the 
Forest of Delabere in Hampshire, with 
power to take any person transgressing 
therein, betwixt the bard of Hampton 
and the gates of Winchester and 
likewise betwixt the river of Romesey 
and the river of Winchester. 
 
Moreover after the death of Hen. II. he 
stood in such high esteem with Richard 
I that upon the going of the King unto 
the Holy Land, in the first year of his 
reign, 1189, he and Hugh Bardulf were 
associated with the Bishops of Durham 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
16 May 2018 Breaking the Mould: the North Devon Suffragettes - Pamela Vass 
20 June 2018 Buckland on the eve of war 1939—Dave Watson 
18 July 2018 Way of the Wharves - a tour of East the Water, Bideford 
15 August 2018 A visit to Torrington Museum 
15 September 2018 Heritage Open Day Buckland Brewer Methodist Church 
19 September 2018 A visit to Tythecott 
17 October 2018 Murder, Madness and Misfortune - Stuart Windsor  
11 November 2018 Parish Commemoration of the end of World War 1 
21 November 2018 AGM and Barefoot on the Cobbles: telling Daisy’s story – Janet Few 

∼♦∼ 

morning before further advice could be 
obtained. In addition to he rhusband, 
she leaves a daughte rto mourn her loss. 

She had presided at the 
harmonium at the Eesleyan 
Chapel for a considerable time. 
 
100 years ago 
 
The Secretary reported that he 
had an interview with Mr 
Woolacombe, from the National 
Service Departent, on the 
question of schoolboy labour. At 
Bideford, arrangements were 

being made to have boys and to place 
them in billets of fifteen at such places 
as Buckland Brewer, Parkham and 
Woolsery. 
 
75 years ago 
 
Over £15 was realised, in aid of 
Buckland Brewer's contribution to the 
Red Cross Penny-a-Week Agriculture 
Fund, as a result of an entertainment 
presented by the " Merrymakers" at the 
Parish Hall. 

Looking Back 
 
150 years ago 

125 years ago 
 
At an early hour on Friday morning, in 
the Town Tenement, Buckland Brewer, 
Mrs Steer, wife of Mr R Steer and eldest 
daughter of Mr Titus Fulford, passed 
away. Deceased, who was 40 years if age, 
had recently undergone a medical 
operation, which at the time it was hoped 
had been successful. All went well till 
about ten days ago, when a change for 
the worse set in. She was seen by a doctor 
on Wednesday, but expired on Friday 


