
It has been a busy summer for 
BBHG. We have been out and 
about on several occasions. 
Firstly, a very interesting visit to 
the tardis-like museum at 
Torrington, where we were able 
to see the exhibits and were 
treated to some delicious cake. 
 
Then, an additional meeting at 
Lake Chapel in Shebbear, the 
home of the Bible Christians. 
Despite the record breaking 
summer, we managed to choose 
an evening in August when the 
wind was arctic and drizzle was 
imminent. Shebbear History 
Group had laid out books, 
artefacts and refreshments for 
us, so, after a fascinating tour of 
the graveyard with Ted Lott, we 
went inside to keep warm. 
 
Rain again threatened to stop 
play when we went to Tithecott. 
We walked round the hamlet, 
ably guided by Christine and 
then were invited into her lovely 
home to learn more about its 
history. This time, scrumptious 
scones were on offer! 
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ISSN 2053-9592 We have had indoor meetings 
too, with Stuart Windsor making 
a return visit to regale us with 
tales of Murder, Madness and 
Misfortune. You will be pleased 
to hear that Stuart will be back 
again with another talk next 
year. 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  

The Grave of William Reed 
at Shebbear Chapel 
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history for 5-10 minutes; again ‘props’ 
are welcome. 
 
January means that subscriptions will be 
due but we will send reminders nearer 
the time.  
 
It is getting harder to find items to 
include in this newsletter. Please do 
send in copyright free photographs, 
snippets or full blown articles. If you 
have an idea for an article, we can work 
with your suggestions or notes. 
 
We are very grateful to Brenda and her 
helpers for ensuring that the history 
group was once again represented in the 
annual Guy trail. Out Votes for Women 
guyess was proudly on display. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The programme for 2019 is nearing 
completion and can be found on our 
website. 
 
We must pay tribute to Dave Watson, 
for organising the Heritage Day in the 
Methodist Chapel. There was an 
enormous amount of material on 
display, some of which Dave had 
borrowed from North Devon Record 
Office.  
 
After a three year stay of execution, the 
future of our local Record Office is again 
under threat.  All are welcome at a 
meeting to discuss its future on Monday 
19 November at 2.00pm in the Record 
Office, above the library in Tuly Street. 
We need to do all we can to ensure that 
local records remain in North Devon, 
 
Please remember that our November 
meeting will be preceded by our (very 
brief) AGM and that we will be in hall at 
Hillpark and not in the Schoolroom. It is 
too late for official committee 
nominations but we are always keen to 
co-opt people who feel they might like 
to join us. 
 
For our Christmas meeting we will be 
looking out our vintage toys, games and 
books from yesteryear. What did you 
enjoy playing with as a child? Bring 
things along to show and tell, or just 
display. Come and share your memories. 
 
January will be our usual members’ 
meeting. There is still space for anyone 
who would like to share an aspect of 
history, Buckland history or social 
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Of course we are now rapidly 
approaching our commemorations for 
The Battle’s Over, which have been 
occupying much of our time for the past 
four years. There have been many people 
involved in the preparation, knitting 
poppies, researching servicemen or 
practicing songs, to name but a few 
tasks. It looks as if we will have at least 
100 people involved at some point in the 
day, thus giving Buckland’s service 

people the memorial that they deserve. 
At 11am on 11th November, there should, 
technology permitting, be mini-
biographies of all the ninety service 
personnel with Buckland connections, 
that we have identified, appearing on 
our website. 
 
Some of these biographies are only a 
few sentences, others are more 
substantial. We are seeking to amend or 
add to them as more information comes 
to light. Here is an example of one of 
the longer ones. 
 

George Stoneman 

 
George was born at Park Farm, 
Buckland Brewer on 1 September 1885, 
the tenth and youngest child of James 
and Harriet Stoneman née Marshall. He 
went to Buckland Brewer School and 
then went to work on the farm as a 
teamster. 
 
In 1907, George married Beatrice Johns 
from Langtree. Beatrice already had a 
two year old daughter, Lily but it is not 
known if George was her father. They 
had at least four more children, 
including a son Ronald John, born in 
1909 and daughters Elsie E, born in 1912 
and Gladys, born in 1915. The family 
lived in Frithelstock and then Haytown, 
Bulkworthy, whilst George’s parents 
remained at Park Farm. 
 
George enlisted in the 8th Devonshire 
Regiment at Torrington and became 
Private Stoneman 15737. The 8th Devons 
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Bideford War Memorial suggests that 
this is in an error and in fact refers to a 
Robert Stoneman, who was probably 
George’s second cousin. 
 
George survived until the September 
1916 when his regiment was deployed at 
Delville Wood. An account of the 
activities appears in West Country 
Regiments on the Somme by Tim 
Saunders.  
 
“8/Devons moved into ZZ Trench for an 
attack on the maze of trenches between 
Ginchy and Delville Wood timed for 
3.30am on 5th September. However, 
delays and poor conditions meant that 
they didn’t relieve the 21/Manchesters 
until 8am. The attack was postponed 
until 3.30am next morning. Meantime, 
later that afternoon, No1 Platoon A Co 
was sent to the assistance of the 2/
Queens in a bombing attack on Ale 
Alley. By their fire support they enabled 
the Queens to capture the trench. 
After dark, 2 platoons of D Co were sent 
forward and dug in on the south-east 

became part of the 20th Brigade of the 7th 
Division. Newspaper reports suggest 
that George was reported as having been 
killed in March 1916. The Devon and 
Exeter Gazette of 30 March reads “Mrs 
Stoneman of Hart Street, Bideford also 
learnt that her husband Pte. George 
Stoneman, of the Devons, had been killed. 
He had only recently rejoined the 
regiment and leaves four children under 
nine years of age.” This ‘death’ cannot be 
found in the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission records but the 

Delville Wood 
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corner of Delville Wood. Overnight these 
2 platoons held South Street and Pilsen 
Lane. On 6th September the renewed 
advance was delayed until 6.30am. 8/
Devons moved out of ZZ Trench and dug 
in from its junction with Delville Wood 
along Pilsen Lane towards Ginchy as a 
defensive flank. As a result of the 
Gordons’ failure to clear Ginchy one 
platoon of C Co became isolated at Point 
13 on the Longueval-Ginchy road and had 
to drive off a determined German to cut it 
off. Later this platoon had to withdraw to 
a safer position.” 
 
George died on 6 September 1916, whilst 
acting as a stretcher bearer. He was 
described in the Western Times as “a 
native of Buckland Brewer but lately of 
Langtree.” He was buried at Dartmoor 
Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt and appears 
on Buckland Brewer and Langtree war 
memorials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

goods and chattels and debts of the said 
deceased was granted and committed she 
being first legally sworne by verture of 
her Commission truly and faythfully to 
administer the same. 
 
Unlike the majority of  Devon wills, 
Robert’s has survived. This is because it 
was proved at the central probate court, 
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. It 
has been difficult to find out more about 
Robert and his family, due to the 
fragmentary nature of the parish registers 
at this time. 
 
Robert married Gartrude, in 1655, just 
shortly before he died. They do not 
appear to have had any children. The 
marriage register is very unclear at this 
point but it is likely that Gartrude’s 
surname began with a B. She may have 
been the Gartrude Beare who was 
baptised in 1637 in Buckland Brewer. She 
would have been very young but no other 
marriage or burial has been found for 
Gartrude Beare.  
 
Robert’s burial is recorded, on 1 August 
1658. It is harder to identify his baptism. 
The Robert son of Leonard, baptised in 
Buckland in 1638, seems very late for 
someone who married in 1655 and there 
are no baptisms for the brothers 
mentioned in  the will. 
 
Robert’s occupation, as a dyer, is 
interesting.  At this time, the wool 
industry was still very important in the 
area and it seems that Robert performed 
an important supporting role. 
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Buckland Wills 

Robert Gallsworthy 
 

In the name of God Amen. The Twentie 
third day of July in the yeare of our Lord 
God One Thousand six hundred & fifty 
eight I Robert Gallsworthy of the parish 
of Buckland Brewer, dyer, being of perfect 
minde and memorie praised be God for it, 
doe make and ordaine this my last Will 
and Testament in manner as followeth. 
Item I give to the poore of this parish to 
be distributed at my departure of this 
naturall life twentie shillings. Item I give 
to my brother John Gallsworthy’s sonne 
twenty shillings. Item I give to my 
brother William Gallsworthy’s daughter 
five shillings. This to be paid them within 
three months after my decease. My 
funerall discharges. All the rest of my 
goods I give to my wife whome I make 
and ordayne my executors of this my last 
will and testament. In witness of those 
hereunder written. Robert Gallworthy, 
Kathernine Berrie, Thomas Hooper the 
signe of Joanne Sander. 
 
This will was proved att London the 
eighteenth day of the month of Januarie 
in the yeare of our Lord God according to 
the amount and computation of the ____ 
of England one thousand six hundred 
fiftie and eight before the judges for 
probate of wills and graunting 
administration ____ lawfully authorized 
by the oath of Gartrude Gallsworthy the 
rellict and sole and only executrix named 
in the above written will to whom 
administration of all and singular the 



 
 
 

 

and the Misses Heale, Mr and Mrs W 
Westaway, Mr and Mrs J Heddon, Misses 
Heddon, Messers T, W J and Charles 
Heddon, Mr and Mrs Grigg, Messers Swift, 
W Jones, C Webster, C Ferrett, Andrew, 
Ashton, J Harris, Gilbert, Pickard, Parsons 
and Squire. 
 
The arrangements for the dinner were 
most satisfactorily made by the vicar and 
steward. Mr and Mrs Hookway catered, 
and the tables presented a very pleasing 
appearance. The bridal cake having been 
cut, and the loyal toasts duly honoured. 
 
The Chairman submitted the toast of the 
occasion, “The Bride and Bridegroom.” He 
said:- “We meet together as people who 
are interested in this wedding—some come 
as tenants, others because they are 
connected with the estate, and I myself am 
interested in it as vicar of the parish. 
Weddings are always great attractions to 
people, but in this event we take a 
particular interest (applause) for we feel 
that it is the beginning of many happy and 
pleasant days for Buckland Brewer. (Hear, 
hear). I have not had a lot to do with 
country parishes, but I have always found 
that where there is a resident squire to 
take an interest in the welfare of the 
people, the Church and parish get along 
much happier than the Church and parish 
where there is no squire, or where the 
squire does not take and interest in the 
people. We are al confident that Mr 
William Rogers will take a great interest in 
the welfare of Buckland Brewer. 
(Applause). We have already had that 
gentleman with us, and he has always 

Festivities at Buckland 

Brewer 
 
The North Devon Gazette of 26 
November 1901 reported on the wedding 
of William H Rogers and his wife Bessie 
Rosamund Fraser, who set up home at 
Orleigh Court. The wedding took place 
in Offham, Kent but was celebrated in 
Buckland. 
 
“The usually quiet village of Buckland 
Brewer was quite alive with festivities in 
commemoration of the happy event, and 
a day was passed which will not be 
quickly forgotten by the parishioners. 
Though the day opened favourably, 
climatic adversity threatened to mar the 
enjoyment, but happily the mid-day 
shower was the worst. The union jack 
was hoisted on he church tower, and 
many of the houses were replendent (sic) 
with bunting, whilst flags spanned the 
roads at various places. 
 
The proceedings commenced with a 
dinner provided in the schoolroom, where 
the tenantry and workmen of Mr T 
Rogers were entertained. The Vicar, the 
Rev. J Heywood Waddington, presided, 
and the vice chairs were occupied by Mr J 
Groves Cooper, steward; and Mr Swift, 
tenant. Others present were: Mr R Harris 
(churchwarden), Mrs Harris, Mr R 
Tucker (churchwarden), Mrs Tucker, 
Messers R Steer and J Bright (guardians), 
Mr R Sanders, Miss M Sanders, Mr and 
Mrs F Ashton, Mr F Ashton jun., Miss K 
Ashton, Mr and Mrs R Jackson, Mr, Mrs 
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Inaugural Meeting of the 

Band of Hope 
 

As a follow up to last quarter’s list of 
Band of Hope members, here is an 
account of their inaugural meeting in 
1902, taken from The Hartland Chronicle. 
 

The first monthly meeting of Buckland 
Brewer Band of Hope was held in the 
Board School on Oct 29, and was very well 
attended. After the hymn “Rescue the 
Perishing,” the chairman (Mr. J. M. 
Metherell) gave a very practical, 
interesting address. A solo “The death of 
Nelson” was given by Mr. Burton 
(Bideford). An address by Mrs. Heywood, 
who spoke of the suffering and sorrow 
caused by intemperance, was listened to 
with great attention. Mr. Burton also 
spoke of the evils of the liquor traffic. A 
good collection was made and helpers 
thanked. 
 

We can discover a little more about 
those involved. John Moore Metherell 
was born on 10 April 1857 in Hartland. In 
1901, he was a farmer living at Upcott 
Farm in Bideford, with his wife and four 
children. He can be found still at Upcott 
in 1911 and again in 1920. There is no 
evidence of him living in Buckland. 
Perhaps he came in from Bideford to 
assist with the inaugural meeting. By 
1939, the Metherells were living at 
Bowden House, Bowden Green, Bideford. 
Mr Burton has not been identified. 
 

Mrs Heywood was almost certainly, Mary 
Ann Heywood, wife of William and in 
1901 they were farming at Bilsford. 
 

taken a great interest in us. In our cricket 
club he was a leader, and when we wanted 
a reading room we found him an untold 
help; in fact, when we wanted to do any 
good work we have never had to ask him 
twice for his help and presence, which 
always tended to make our movements 
successful. (Applause). I know that in his 
wife we shall have a good helpmate. 
(Hear, hear). She has been to one or two 
of our Church meetings; she was anxious 
to make herself known and to know 
everybody, she knew exactly the right 
things to say to people, and made no one 
ill at ease. (Applause). 
 
The report goes on with details of more 
speeches, sports, the tea for 500 people, a 
lantern show and the Bideford 
Hungarian Band’s contribution. There is 
also an extensive list of ‘useful’ wedding 
gifts, many of which were silver. These 
included: 
 A silver egg stand from Mrs Henry 
Cautley. 
An Irish shamrock in a pot from Mr and 
Mrs Andrew. 
 
A silver Swan fountain pen from 
Buckland Brewer villagers. 
Mrs William Wilkinson, the brides aunt, 
gave her a bank note and a burnose. 
A travelling clock was given by the 
bride’s uncle the Venerable C J 
Wilkinson D.D. It was noted that he was 
Archdeacon of Totnes, Vicar of Plymouth 
and Chaplain to the King. 
A bicycle watch from Mr and Mrs 
Garnett. 
And a puzzle mug and hedge hogs from 
Mr E D Sealey-Vidal. 



 

Bb school admissions on FMP 1877-1914 
THH 1904-1946 
 
Grant 
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Her father, Montague, was working as 
a horseman in a farm and despite 
their cottage having only two rooms, 
the 1911 census shows eleven year old 
Annie, together with her parents and 
sister, living there with a lodger as 
well. Annie was baptised in St Mary 
and St Benedict, Buckland Brewer 
with her two younger sisters, in 1911.  
 
It appears that Amelia Annie left the 
country alone in 1920. Almost 
immediately upon arrival in Victoria, 

Amelia Annie and William’s Marriage Certificate  

Buckland Emigrants 

Amelia Annie Braund 
 

Amelia Annie Braund was the eldest 
child of Montague and Annie Braund née 
Stoneman of Little Gorwood in Buckland 
Brewer and was named after two of her 
mother’s sisters. She was probably 
known as Annie, as she married as Annie 
Amelia.  
 
This branch of the Braund family came 
from Weare Gifford and before that 
Hartland but Amelia 
Annie’s mother, Annie 
Stoneman, had been 
born at Park Cottage, 
Buckland Brewer. 
Amelia Annie was born 
on 18 December 1899 
and together with her 
sister Emma, who was 
fifteen months younger, 
Annie started school in 
Buckland Brewer on 27 
March 1905. She 
remained there until 
she reached school 
leaving age, in 
December 1913.  

Park 
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daughters and heirs—Alice, wife of Reg. 
de Mohun (he died 1213), for her 
property had the manors of Torr, 
Waggeburgh (now Wolburgh) near 
Newton Bushel, Axminster, as also the 
manor of Ile (Brewers) and 4s 7d rent 
issuing out of the manor of Trent in co. 
Som. 
 
And Margerie de la Firte, the manors of 
Sumburne and Stocnrigge, co. 
Southanpton; the manor of Stoke in co. 
Northampton and £20 4s rent in 
Snaiton in co. Nott.” (I have always 
imagined this La Fert was none other 
than Sir John Forte-escu of Wymstone, 
in S. Devon, the ancestor of all the 
Devon Fortescues, living at exactly that 
period—Marland). 
 
What the particular fortunes of the 
daughters were, my author does not 
declare. 
 

Bruera et Brewer 
 

Oliver says in his Monasticon p. 179, 
that there is some doubt whether the 
family of De Brueria or Bruera which 
was settled in Devon at the time of the 
Domesday and then held some of the 
lands afterwards given by Wm. Briwere 
to Tor Abbey, was the same as that of 
the founder. In the Tor Abbey Cartulary 
the two names are spelt differently and 
Briwere seems to have been a purchaser 
from De Bruera. The names Brieguerre 
and De Bruera existed at the same time 
in Normandy. 

 
…… to be continued 

Australia, on 30 June 1920, she married 
William Moore in the home of the 
minister of  Yarraville Baptist church. 
Yarraville is now a suburb of Melbourne.  
 
William had been born locally, in 
Footscray District, so it is uncertain how 
the couple met; perhaps it was a 
whirlwind romance.  
 
The Moores had four children and both 
parents died relatively young. When 
Amelia Annie died, in 1968, it appears 
that she had been suffering from a form 
of early onset Alzheimer’s for fifteen 
years.   

 
Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 
In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 

William Lord Brewer the Younger 
continued 

 
“Whereupon those of his five sisters who 
were living and the heirs of those who 
were dead, succeeded in this large 
inheritance. The lordships and lands 
belonging to this honourable family were 
thus shared—as I find in respect to those 

∼♦∼ 
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Henry de Briwere 

Angalesa 1st Lord Brewer 
ob. 1226 

Sir Jeffry benefactor 
of Tor Abbey 

Ric. parson of Tor 

Ric. son 
& heir 

Eva de la Bruera 
dau. & heir 

Beatrix de Valle 

Sir Wm. 

Wm. son of Anthony de 
la Bruera of Teignbruer 

Wm. brother 
& heir 

2nd Lord 
Brewer 
ob. 1232 

Joan de 
Vernon 

dau. of Earl 
of Devon 

Fulbert de 
Dovere 

sign. ded. 
deed of 

Tor Abbey 

Paschas ob. 1341 

Isabel Raph de Dunne Thomas 
Grass 

Grace 

Baldwin 
Wake 

ob. 1214 

Isabel 

Isabel 

Joan 

Reg. de 
Mohun 
ob. 1213 

Alice 

Patrick 
Chaworth 

s.p. 

Pagan 
Chaworth 

Wm. la 
Ferte or 

Fernac or 
Feritate 

Margery 

Gondreda 

1. Joan m. Ferlington 
2. Agnes m. Eustace de 

Baliol 
3. Alicia m. Raph 

Birmingham—issue 
Wm. 

4. Anastasia 

Wm. 
Percy 

Raddon 

1. Matilda m. Henry Tracy 
2. Wm. de Braose (? holder of 

52 knight’s fees hanged by 
Leoline 1230) 

3. Agnes m. d.s.p. 
4. Maud m. Reg. de Mortimer 
5. Eva m. Wm. de Cantilupe—

issue Gregory 
6. Eleanor m. Uffrid de 

Bovey—issue Uffrid 

Reg. de 
Braose 

Please note that I have done by best to interpret Marland’s family tree, which is very 
unclear. It is possible that misunderstandings on my part have meant that I have 
assigned individuals to the incorrect generation. Ed. 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
11 November 2018 Parish Commemoration of the end of World War 1 
21 November 2018 AGM and Barefoot on the Cobbles: telling Daisy’s story – Janet Few 
19 December 2018 Christmas celebrations 
16 January 2019 Members’ Evening 
20 February 2019 Devon’s Haunted Inns - Robert Hesketh 
20 March 2019 Exmoor’s Industrial Heritage - Jim Lowe 
17 April 2019 Pictures of Old Clovelly - Chris Braund 

∼♦∼ 

remedy the evil by having the ground 
thoroughly drained. The expense would 
be but trifling where labour and material 
are so abundant and the position of the 
ground offers every facility for conveying 
water to a lower locality. I am only one 
out of hundreds who must feel attached 
to the old place and if by thus bringing 
the fact to the notice of the ratepayers, a 
meeting could be convened and steps 
taken to do what is so much needed, my 
object will be attained. I am Sir, yours 
obediently John Sanders. 
 
100 years ago 
 
The funeral has taken place at Appledore 
of Pte. Mark Hedden, son of Mr 
Heddenof Halsbury Barton, Buckland 
Brewer, who died in East Leeds Hospital 
from wounds. Deceased was a native of 
Buckland Brewer parish but on marrying 
the daughter of councillor Tuplin, he 
went to live in Appledore. Previous to 
the war, he was employed at Messers. 
Clements, Bideford and was widely 
known and respected. He saw service in 
Salonika, Palestine and France and was 
wounded on October 16th last. 

Looking Back 
 
175 years ago 
 
On Wednesday, at Buckland Brewer, 
before Rev. Peter Glubb and James Gould 
Esq., Samuel Scoyne was committed for 
trial at the county assizes for stealing a 
common prayer book and a watch, the 
property  of Mr Pridham of Parkham. 
 
150 years ago 
 
Letter to the editor of The Bideford 
Gazette. Sir, Will you allow me the aid of 
your valuable column to call the attention 
of the inhabitants of Buckland Brewer to 
the lamentable state of a part of their fine 
old burial ground. It is known to very few 
that the new and unbroken art of the 
churchyard rest upon a be of rubble so 
completely saturated with water that the 
graves fill as fast as the earth is removed, 
rendering it extremely difficult to work, 
particularly when masonry is required. 
Were this more generally known, I feel 
quite sure that many of the inhabitants of 
this parish who have relatives or friends 
buried there would soon take steps to 


