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This has been a different year for the History Group, as it has been for us all. In 
the interests of the safety of our members, many of whom are in the vulnerable 
category, after just two meetings in 2020, we cancelled all face-to-face 
meetings. We very quickly converted our meetings to a virtual format, using 
the Zoom platform and have been meeting monthly in this way since April. 
Although, sadly, there have been a small number of members who have been 
unable to join us in this way, it has enabled members who do not live locally to 
take part. This has included a member who has joined us each month from 
New Zealand, getting up at an unsociable hour to do so. The other advantage 
has been that we have been able to source speakers who would normally not be 
able to visit us in person, so speakers have been brought in from as far away as 
Malta. We have managed to replicate the social side of our meetings, with chats 
after the presentations, the only downside is that you have to prepare your own 
refreshments. We are very happy to offer guidance and advice to enable 
members to access this technology, if they are currently unable to do so. 
 
The committee are continually reassessing our ability to resume face-to-face 
meetings. We are well aware how important these are to many of our members. 
We will start as soon as we feel that we safely can, bearing in mind the feelings 
of our members and their willingness to attend in person, as well as being 
guided by the current regulations and the practicalities of maintaining social 
distancing. We do intend to continue with some online meetings even when in-
person meetings recommence. 
  
We are also aware that some of you have paid the fee for meetings this year that 
you have not been able to attend. For this reason, all those who pay the £5 
membership fee for 2021 will be able to attend meetings (virtual or in person) at 
no additional cost. We do hope that you will continue to support us next year. 
We already have some very interesting presentations lined up; details are on 
the website. 
  
Four newsletters have been produced. More newsletter material is always 
welcome as it is becoming increasingly difficult to find items to include. Traffic 
on our website has been similar to last year.  
 
We managed to complete one project this year, before lockdown struck and 
that is the indexing of the Buckland Brewer Village School Admissions’ 
Registers. 
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