
The main event in the last 
quarter was our ‘Battle’s Over’ 
commemoration. It was 
gratifying that so many 
organisations and individuals 
embraced this event. When it 
was first mooted, many months 
ago, there was some scepticism 
as to whether anyone would 
attend but attend folk did and in 
encouraging numbers. The 
church was full and an estimated 
250 people took part at some 
point during the day. We think 
the prize for the longest journey 
undertaken, in order to pay 
tribute to our servicemen, must 
go to those who travelled from 
Essex but we appreciated the 
contribution of all those who 
took part in any way. All ninety 
service personnel from Buckland 
were named during the church 
service and poppies were raised 
in their honour. After the 
moving service, we enjoyed a 
tasty lunch in the Hall, followed 
by songs and readings from the 
era.  
 

 Latest News 
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Newsletter No. 23 

February 2019 

ISSN 2053-9592 Thanks to a grant from the 
Parish Council and to the 
Village Scene, who covered the 
majority of the printing costs, 
we were able to donate all the 
money received during the 
meal and entertainment to the 
Royal British Legion. The 
amount raised was £295, which 
was added to the £456.69 
collected during the church 
service.  
 
Mini-biographies of the ninety 
service personnel with 
Buckland connections are now 
available on the history group 
website and have attracted a 
great deal of interest.  
 
The minutes of our November 
AGM can also be found on our 
website. Following the AGM, 
Janet Few told us about the 
research behind her newly 
released novel Barefoot on the 
Cobbles, which is set in North 
Devon in the early years of the 
twentieth century. 
 

∼♦∼ 

Contact Us 
 

By email: BucklandBrewerHistoryGroup@hotmail.co.uk 
By telephone: 01237 451817 (Lyn Layton) 
By post: Buckland Brewer History Group: 2 Castle Cottages, 
Buckland Brewer, Bideford, Devon EX39 5LP UK. 
Please visit our website. It contains all our latest news and is 
updated regularly, so keep checking back.  
http://bucklandbrewerhistorygroup.wordpress.com 



 
 
 

 

Unfortunately, illness and absence led to 
us cancelling our planned December 
meeting but those who were hoping to 
share the toys of their childhood 
brought them to the January meeting 
instead. This was our traditional 
Members’ evening, with several 
members giving short presentations, or 
bringing things to ‘show and tell’. We 
were informed, we were entertained and 
judging by the laughter and the fact that 
there were still people chatting nearly an 
hour after the talks finished, those 
present enjoyed themselves. 
 
First, Dave W showed us a  film about 
manufacturing a steam locomotive at 
the Crewe engineering works in 1935. 
The total disregard for any form of 
health and safety measures was both 
amusing and horrifying. Christine and 
Janet shared tales of some vintage toys, 
including home-made toys that were so 
much a feature of childhoods of the 
past. Then, thanks to Brenda, we had 
fun guessing the names of the children 
behind the 1957 Buckland fete fancy 
dress costumes.  
 
Liz told us about her research into the 
agriculture of the area that she has been 
doing in preparation for her next novel.
This is to be set in Buckland Brewer.  
Dave B then read some extracts from the 
local papers and we tried our hand at a 
mathematical puzzle, which was 
supposed to leave us with our house 
number and our ages but failed in all 
cases. Finally, with much hilarity, Lorna 
and Brenda shared a family childhood 
game of hunt the ring on the string. 

Before Christmas, three members 
attended a meeting at North Devon 
Record Office regarding the future of 
our local archive. The initial three year 
finding plan is now coming  to an end 
and in order to keep this invaluable 
resource open, financial support is 
being sought. Local organisations and 
parish councils are being encouraged to 
commit to donating an annual sum, 
however small, to help to keep North 
Devon records in North Devon. The 
History Group has agreed to contribute 
to this. 
 
You may not have noticed but out 
website has a members’ interests 
section. This lists the Buckland 
surnames, properties and themes that 
our members are particularly interested 
in. Despite difficulties with GDPR, we 
try to put people in touch with fellow 
researchers. We never give out your 
contact details without asking but on 
receipt of an enquiry, we will either 
suggest that you contact the interested 
person direct or we ask permission to 
pass on your details. This list is now 
very out of date. Please could you 
therefore email us with your latest 
research interests and we will start the 
list again from scratch. Please note that 
your own names will not appear on the 
website. If you have a webpage that is 
devoted to your research, we will 
happily link to that if you ask us to. 
 
The committee would like to thank you 
all for supporting us by rejoining the 
history group for 2019. 
 

2 



 
 
 

 

3 

Some poppies were 
walked in from 
outlying areas 

 
 

 
                              At the war memorial 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       The poppies are planted 

The Battle’s Over 

Remembrance Day 

Commemorations 
 

We make no apologies for sharing 
pictures of our 11 November events to 
commemorate the centenary of the 
cessation of hostilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The poppies are lined 
up awaiting collection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our beautiful altar cloth 

The church is decorated 
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                In the Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The children perform 
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Ethel’s Sad Story 
 

On the 19th of December 1907, Ethel 
Shaxton from Buckland Brewer was 
admitted to the Devon and Cornwall 
Sanatorium for Consumptives at 
Didworthy, on the edge of Dartmoor. 
The Sanatorium had been opened four 
years earlier and at its busiest, it catered 
for more than 120 patients. 
 
Ethel Caroline Shaxton was born on the 
31st of January 1886 in Buckland Brewer. 
She was the third daughter of Thomas 
and Mary Shaxton, who lived at New 
Buildings, in Barton Road. Thomas 
Shaxton worked as a shoemaker. On the 
8th of May 1888, not yet 2½ years old, 
Ethel appears in the admissions registers 
for Buckland Brewer School. 
 
On leaving school, Ethel went to work as 
a domestic servant and in 1901, can be 
found working at a boarding house in 
Victoria Terrace, Bideford. She was listed 
as a domestic servant on her admission 
to hospital.  
 
When she went to Didworthy, Ethel had 
been suffering from tuberculosis for four 
or five months. She was twenty one years 
old and weighed 9 stone 3½lb. Her case 
notes report that Ethel improved but did 
not respond to treatment and she was 
discharged on the 10th of April 1908, 
having gained four lbs.  
 
Ethel recovered sufficiently to take part 
in local events. In September 1908, she 
came first in a Needle and Thread 

competition. The occasion was 
described as a sports day and other 
events were certainly races but it is not 
known how strenuous the Needle and 
Thread competition would have been, 
 
A social evening was held in the United 
Methodist Schoolroom on the 18th of 
November 1908. The Hartland 
Chronicle reports that Ethel read a 
poem that she had composed for the 
occasion ‘which was much appreciated’. 
 
In 1910, Ethel was prepared for 
confirmation by Reverend de Courcey 
Ireland. Sadly, Ethel died shortly 
afterwards, on the 19th of April 1910 
and was buried in Buckland three days 
later. 



 
 
 

 

Methodist Baptisms 
 

Thanks to a transcription, by David Carter, of all baptisms in the Bideford Wesleyan 
Methodist Circuit from 1819-1870, we have been able to extract the following 
Buckland Brewer entries. 
 
Date of Birth    Date of Baptism        Name                            Parents’ Names &     
or age at bpt                                                                                  Father’s Occupation 
 
1823  Sep    27     1823   Oct   26     RAWE       Penelope             John  Mary 
1823  Jun    26     1823   Oct   26     HEYWOOD Elizabeth         William     Susan           
1824                                                 BATE         Maria                   John  Christianna 
1824 Feb   29     1824  Mar  29     RICE          Mary Ann            William Mary 
1825 Jan    22     1825   Feb   6       FULFORD Titus                   Bartholomew Elizabeth 
1825  Sep    25     1825   Oct   16      NICKOLS  Maria                   Arthur Susanna 
1827 May  4       1827   May  27     NARAWAY Sarah Penelope James Mary 
1827   Nov  3       1827   Nov  24     BATE         John                     John  Christiana 
1827 Dec   26     1828  Feb   3       HADDIWAY John                William Elizabeth       
1829 Jan    9       1829  Feb   4       ROWE      Francis [sic]        John  Mary 
1829  Jan    16      1829  Feb   4       JOHNS      Joseph                 Edward Mary 
1829 May  2       1829  Jun    19      NARRAWAY Iyzot Rebecca James Mary 
1831 Sep    18      1831   Nov  2       BATE         Christiana Fulford John Christiana 
1834 Mar   27     1834  Apr   13      ROOK       James                   Philip Ann 
1834  Mar   8       1834  Apr   9       SHORT     Mary                    Thomas Hannah 
1834  Oct   19      1834  Nov  9       JOHNS      Charles                William Elizabeth 
1835 Oct   6       1835   Nov  22     SHORT     John                     Thomas Anna 
1836 May  5       1836  Jun    1        WITHECOMBE Sarah Ann William Fanny 
1836  Sep    6       1836  Sep   8       ROWE      Jemima                John  Mary 
1837 Apr   12      1837   May  3       EASTMAN William              Walter Mary 
1840 Mar   7       1840  Mar  22     EASTMAN Mary                   Walter Mary née        

                                                                                                        Downing   Labourer 
1841 Mar   13      1840  Mar  22     ROWE      William               John  Mary Shopkeeper 
25 days                1842  Sep   21      SQUIRE    Ann Alice            Joshua Elizabeth 
                                                                                                                           Plumber etc 
                            1843  Jan    5       SQUIRE    Caleb                   William Charlotte Mason 
1847 Sep    24     1847  Nov  26     WILLIAMS Ann                    Richard Mary Carpenter 
1848 Oct   20     1848  Dec   14      GUARD     Elizabeth            John  Mary Miller 
1849 May  25     1849  Jun    14      CLEVERDON     William     Thomas Harriet Farmer 
 

… to be continued 
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Buckland Wills 

Johane Vennynge 
 

I Johane Vennynge of Buckland Brewer in 
the County of Devon widow in my 
reasonable good health and sound and 
perfect memorie doe revoake all wills and 
testaments by me heretofore made and 
doe nowe make this my last will and 
testament in manner and forme 
following. First I bequeath my soule to 
Almightie God my maker hopeinge 
throughe the merits of Christ Jesus to be 
made persatie(?) of the kingdom of 
heaven. And my bodie to Christian 
buriall.  
 

Item I give and bequeath unto Johane 
Sampson the wife of John Sampson and 
to Mary Veryn the wife of John Veryn 
twoe suites of apparrell which I have or 
am possessed of at the time of my death. 
Item I give unto John Vennynge, George 
Vennynge, Daniel Vennynge, Thomas 
Vennynge and Joseph Vennynge my 
sonnes and alsoe unto Dorothy Roberts 
my daughter twelve pence a peece. The 
rest of my goodes and chatteles and 
debtes not formerly given nor 
bequeathed  give and bequeath unto my 
sonne Phillipp Vennynge of Buckland 
Brewer whome I make and ordaine this 
my sole and whole Executor to see this 
my last will and testaments performed, 
my legacies paid and my funerall 
expenses discharged. In witness whereof I 
the said Johnae Vennynge to this my last 
will my hand and seale have sett yere on 
the first daye of January in the yeare of 
our Lord God one thousand sixe hundred  
fiftie and fower. The signe of Johane 
Vennynge published to be the last will of 

the said Johane Vennynge in the 
presence of Geo. Risdon Signum, Ezekiel 
Blackford, the signe of Richard Bareman, 
the signe of William Clement. 
 
This will was proved at London the 
tenth day of November in the yeare of 
our Lord God one thousand sixe 
hundred fiftie five before the judges for 
probate of wills and grauntinge 
administracone by the oathes of Phillipp 
Vennynge the sonne and sole executor 
named in the last will and testament of 
the said deceased to whome 
administration was comitted he beinge 
sworne by comission truly to adminster. 
 
Johane was buried at Buckland Brewer 
on 14 February 1654/5, described as the 
wife of Mr John Vening. The use of ‘Mr’ 
implies that the family were of some 
status. It was very unusual for married 
women to make a will as, legally, their 
property all belonged to their husband. 
Exceptions were made if there had been 
a marriage settlement that had reserved 
certain things to the wife. John’s burial 
has not been found. The Vennings 
appear to only have been in Buckland 
for a very short time. None of the 
children that Johane mentions in her 
will were baptised in Buckland. John and 
Johane Sampson are also elusive, as are 
John and Mary Veryn. 
 
Of the four witnesses, William Clement 
was from Buckland and later lived at 
Frithelstock. It is likely that George 
Risdon came from Parkham. Robert 
Bareman or Burman was probably from 
Black Torrington but Ezekiel Blackford 
cannot be traced. 
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I then consulted the newspaper index to 
see if there was a contemporary report 
of occurrences of typhoid in the first half 
of the twentieth century. The Hartland  
Chronicle reported on two cases of 
typhoid in Buckland Brewer in the year 
up to April 1912 ‘both in the same 
property’. One of the victims was 
believed to have contracted it when 
staying in the Bideford workhouse 
infirmary. 
 
Other epidemics are mentioned but no 
indications of typhoid. For example, an 
outbreak of measles led the local 
Medical Officer of Health to close 
Buckland Brewer School in May 1928, 
when attendance had fallen to just 29 of 
the 93 children on roll. 
 
So there seems to be no foundation for 
the 40-50 fatalities mentioned in the 
1949 report. Perhaps someone was 
making a political point in order to 
advance the proposed new sewerage 
scheme. 
 

Janet Few 

The Typhoid Epidemic 

that Never was 
 

The Western Times of 15 July 1949 reports 
on a proposed new sewerage system for 
Buckland Brewer. Only one in four 
village homes was connected to the 
existing system. The article states that 
‘about 30 years ago’ 40-50 people from 
Buckland Brewer died in a typhoid 
epidemic. I immediately looked at the 
burial registers to see who the victims 
might have been. To my surprise, there 
was nothing in the burial registers to 
suggest a typhoid epidemic, or indeed 
any other sort of epidemic, certainly not 
one that killed over 40 people. The 
newspaper article implied that the 
people were from the village itself, so 
were unlikely to all have been buried at 
Thornhillhead or Eckworthy.  
 
Between 1909 & 1929, the highest 
number of burials in St Mary and St 
Benedict churchyard in any one year was 
12, in both 1915 and 1929.  
 

Number of Burials at St Mary & St Benedict 1909-1929 
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very short attack of pneumonia. The 
deceased was only ailing for a few 
days, and was attended by Dr Herring 
and also had the assistance of Nurse 
Gorey, but despite every attention he 
succumbed to the complaint as 
stated.  
 
The late Mr Blight was amongst the 
earliest of Victoria’s colonists, 
arriving in the State in 1855, and 
subsequently residing in Kyneton 
district for many years. For the past 
26 years he has been engaged in 
farming pursuits in this district, and 
was 73 years of age at the time of his 
death.  
 
Deceased was a very upright man, 
who was held in high esteem by those 
having the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. He leaves a family of 
three sons and one daughter, his wife 
predeceased him about two years ago. 
His eldest son Mr. George Blight has 
been farming in Pine Lodge for some 
years, whilst two other sons are in 
Western Australia. His daughter is 
married and resides in the district.  
 
Although Mr. Blight lived to a good 
age his death came rather 
unexpectedly, and much sympathy 
has been expressed for the members 
of the family. The funeral will take 
place today Tuesday at the 
Shepparton Cemetery, leaving 
deceased’s late residence at noon. 
 

 With thanks to Raymond Blight 

Buckland Emigrants 

Benjamin Blight 
 

Benjamin was the fourth child of 
William and Charity Blight née  Jury and 
was baptised on 16 November 1828 at 
Buckland Brewer. The family lived at 
Little Braddons. In 1851, he was working 
as a farm servant at Stabledon Farm in 
Langtree. 
 
He sailed from Liverpool on 12 July 1855 
on the ship Conway and arrived at 
Hobart, Tasmania on 14 October. He 
was described as aged 26, a ploughman 
and a Wesleyan. 
 
From the 1855 Register of Hiring and 
Disposal of Immigrants for Hobart, 
Tasmania, we learn that Benjamin was  
hired by Mr Jno. Swann of New Town 
Ranch as a farm labourer at £30 for six 
months’ work with rations. 
 
Benjamin married Ann Russell on 21 Jan 
1857 at St. Andrew’s, Hobart. They 
moved to Victoria and had six children 
including Ann in 1857, George in 1860, 
John in 1861, Henry 1864, Jane in 1865  
and Robert Russell in 1871. It seems that 
two of the sons died young. 
 
Benjamin died on 25 Aug 1901 and the 
following obituary was published in the 
Shepparton local paper. 
 
“A very old resident of the district in the 
person of Mr. Benjamin Blight died at 
Pine Lodge on Sunday evening, after a 
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wherever that may be, by Pole. He married 
one of the coheiresses of Wm. de Ivedon, 
of Ivedon in Awliscombe parish, near 
Honiton. Ivedon is now only a farmhouse. 
The name remains of the above Wm. de 
Tracy, I believe in a place called 
Tracyhayes. He was probably a son or 
brother of Oliver Tracy, Lord of Barnstaple, 
to whom he paid 25li, 6 Ric. I 1195. 
 

The first name among the witnesses is 
Henry (Marshall), Bishop of Exeter, which 
assists us in fixing the date. He was 
consecrated in 1194 and died Oct 26 1206. 
 

W. Abbot, of Buckfastleigh, a monastery 
founded before the Conquest, which was 
visited by King Ed, I, April 8 1297. For an 
account of this Abbey see Petrockstowe 
parish, wherein the Abbey held lands as 
early as Edward the Confessor’s time, 1046, 
N.D.J. Sep. 17 1874. Richard Abbot, of 
Welbeck, from whence came Adam, the 
first Abbot of Tor and six monks, March 26 
1196. Jon de Toriton, who succeeded his 
father Wm. as Lord of Great Torrington; H. 
Filio Comitis, which stands as the signature 
of Henry, the son of Reginald, Earl of 
Cornwall (the natural son of Henry I) by 
Amasa, dau. of Roger Corbet, but wife of 
Hen. Fitzherbert, the King’s chamberlain. 
Henry Fitzcount had a brother named 
Reginald and five sisters, one of whom, 
Hawys, I think we find giving land in 
Beauford parish to Hartland Abbey, Nov. 8 
1189, as Hawise de Redvers, wife of Ric. de 
Redvers, Earl of Devon, though she is 
styled by Risdon the dau. of Baldwyn, 
instead of daughter-in-law. 
 

Richard Flaadrenel (Flemynge), probably 
Sir Ric. Flemynge, lord of the manor of 

Marland’s History of 

Buckland Brewer 
 

In the 1870s, local antiquary ‘Marland’ 
wrote regularly in the North Devon 
Journal. He began to write about 
Buckland Brewer in the issue of 5 
September 1878. In doing so, he quotes at 
length from many earlier works. 
 

Devon Landowners in 1196 
 

Before taking leave of this Wm. Lord 
Brewer I cannot but think a few words 
concerning his deed of gift to Tor Abbey 
may be of interest to my readers, or rather 
I should say, the names of the county 
squires who were at the consecration 
service, probably Lady Day 1196 and who 
witnessed the deed or deeds—for there 
were usually three—one given to the 
monastery, another kept by the Bishop of 
the Diocese and the third probably by the 
Bishop of Winchester. The gathering must 
have been a numerous one. There are only 
three names mentioned in the deed—
Wm. de Brywere (spelt with a y), who he 
may have been I am uncertain, he also 
occurs as a witness, of whom Wolborough 
manor and advowson had been 
purchased. Reginald de Albamarle, of 
whom he had probably purchased 
Grendale in Woodbury, also a witness. He 
was a son of Galfrid de Albamarle, who 
had married Mabel Carbonnel, the heiress 
of Woodbury. The third Wm. de Tracy, of 
whom North Shillingford near Exeter had 
been purchased for twenty marks of silver, 
but whose value at the dissolution of the 
monastery in 1539 was £12 2s per annum. 
This Wm. de Tracy is styled of Ockham, 



 Henry de Champernon comes next, the 
lord of Ilfracombe, connected doubtless 
with his namesake at Umberleigh, who 
married Mabel, Philip de Soleigny’s 
daughter. His own wife’s name was 
Rohaeis—does that mean Rose I wonder? 
His descendant is the 23rd generation 
and lives at Dartington. 
 

Reginald de Albemarle, his name lives in 
Milton Damarel parish, changes slightly, 
like all North Devon names. W. 
Saunzaver, Breton French for a man 
lacking pack horses but as he was a man 
in good company we must not imagine 
him a perfect lackland. Wm. de Kelly, an 
early ancestor if the Kellys of Kelly. 

 

Baldwin de Belston (of Belstone, on the 
slopes of old Dartmoor). There were four 
of this name in succession. A daughter of 
Maud, the third, married Speccot, of 
Speccot in Merton. Another daughter, 
Marion, married Sir Wm. Fulford, who 
held Fulford 1295. Fulbert de Dovere, the 
first husband of the donor’s daughter. 
 

Next comes Wm. Briwere “my son”. And 
then we find an Alan de Bucklander. Was 
he, I wonder, an early inhabitant of this 
parish following his chief lords to this 
great church opening day? I dare say he 
was but I must end this paper, already too 
long. Would that the donor’s foundation 
of this great Abbey of Tor had continued 
in another shape down to our own time, 
with all its monuments of the early 
heroes of our county buried within its 
walls. 

 
…… to be continued 
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Stoke Flemynge, some few miles down 
the coast below Tor. 
 

Wm. de Punchardon comes next, son 
and heir of Sir Hugh de Punchardon, of 
Heanton Punchardon and Lydeard 
Punchardon, in Bishop’s Lydeard, co. 
Som.. He held two knight’s fees of the 
Mohuns of Dunster Castle and was 
therefore a connection of Wm. Lord 
Brewer, the giver of this deed. He left 
only daughters. His granddaughter 
brought Deandon, now called Dutton, in 
Withecombe in the Moor, to the 
Mallets, which remained in the 
possession of that family until the time 
of Jas. I. 
 

Robert Champeaux is the next witness 
to this deed. He has left his name 
behind him—altered of course, North 
Devon people will do that—Molland 
Champion, lands now occupied by the 
celebrated Mr Quartley’s breed of cattle 
near Southmolton, which in those times 
only bred soldiers. There was a Roger de 
Champeaux living here in 1154 and here 
they stayed for five generations, who if 
they went to the wars and took prisoners 
and ransomed them heavily, they at 
least gave money to God in helping to 
build their parish church and found 
monasteries. Their arms gules a boar 
passant or, adorned many a window-
place before Puritan times taught the 
small boys of the period and big boys 
too, to hurl stones thereat was a 
meritorious work. I rather fancy that the 
last of them married into the Luttrel 
family of Dunster Castle. 
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Forthcoming Events 
 
20 February 2019 Devon’s Haunted Inns - Robert Hesketh 
20 March 2019 Exmoor’s Industrial Heritage - Jim Lowe 
17 April 2019 Pictures of Old Clovelly - Chris Braund 
5 May 2019 William Reed Lecture Uproar and Disorder: the impact of the Bible 
Christians—Janet Few 
15 May 2019 The Devon Wool Trade—Hugh Reed 
1 June 2019 William Reed 200th anniversary commemoration 

∼♦∼ 

Marshall, farmer of Buckland Brewer, 
was summonsed by his son, James, who 
will be 15 years of age in August, for 
assault. Defendant said his son wished to 
withdraw the summons. The thrashing 
he had had was a mere nothing. Other 
young chaps had influenced him to take 
out the summons and added that he had 
not touched the boy more than two or 
three times in his life. The boy confirmed 
his father’s statement that he wished the 
summons withdrawn. The Magistrates 
allowed this to be done on payment of 
the costs 4s. 
 
75 years ago 

Looking Back 
 
250 years ago 
 
On Thursday the 2nd inst. one of the 
pinnacles of the tower of the church of 
Buckland Brewer, near Bideford in Devon, 
was thrown down by storm lightening and 
falling on the body of the church reduced 
a great part of it to a heap of ruins. Stones 
of a considerable weight were carried to an 
amazing distance and the whole village 
appeared full of fire. 
 
150 years ago 
 
A Voracious Pig. A day or two since a large 
sow pig in the possession of Mr Edward 
Prouse, farmer, who had been kept in a sty 
with a pig a little smaller than herself, 
whether from hunger or some other cause, 
the sow attacked the smaller pig, killed it 
and then devoured it all but a small 
portion of one of the legs. The pig 
devoured was worth 50s. 
 
100 years ago 
 
At Bideford Divisional Sessions, John 


